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9 September 2022 

Shrewsbury House Pre-Prep Newsletter 

Queen Elizabeth II  

1926-2022 

The whole community of Shrewsbury House Pre-Prep 

School joins in mourning the death of Her Majesty 

Queen Elizabeth II and sending our heartfelt 

condolences to the Royal Family. 

We are thankful for her seventy years of faithful, 

humble service and for the example she set to the 

nation, and indeed across the world.  
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A Very Special Letter... 
 

For a 96 year old lady to have such a profound impact on the young and old alike is 

extraordinary and the late Queen Elizabeth II leaves an incredible legacy. 

There was a sense of sadness in school this morning as we gathered for a whole school 

assembly, where we paid tribute to Her Majesty and reflected upon her life and reign.  All of 

the children, from our very youngest in Nursery, gathered quietly and respectfully, engaging 

amazingly well with our time of reflection. 

I spoke to the KS1 children yesterday about being role models in school – today these children 

understood something more of  the meaning of  that phrase through considering the life, reign 

and impact of The Queen.  

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations are still fresh in our memories and played an important part in 

shaping the children’s appreciation and respect for The Queen.  As part of our Jubilee 

celebrations the children wrote her letters and cards, which were sent to Buckingham 

Palace.  Our Reception class hand-delivered their own greetings when they visited Windsor 

Castle.  Very excitingly, just this week, we received a personalised reply, which will take pride of 

place in our school.  This is featured on the next page.  

We are determined to take the spirit of Her Majesty into this academic year.  She modelled our 

TRACK values over 96 years of her life, setting an example for us to follow.  It may have only 

been three days so far but the children have enjoyed a tremendous start to the year, with our 

new children settling particularly well.  They may not fully understand what an unusual and 

historic week this has been and yet they are beginning to.  We aim to ‘Lay Foundations for Life’ 

here at SHPPS and I sense we have done that today, even in the saddest of circumstances.   

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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Nursery 

What a wonderful start to the new 
school year! The staff are so pleased to 
see everyone, welcoming new children 
and catching up with the children who 
were with us last year. It has been lovely 
to see what great role models the 
children who were in Nursery last year 
have been. The new children are settling 
into our Nursery well and are becoming 
familiar with the routines. The children 
are busy familiarising themselves with 
the inside and outside areas and have 
already chosen some favourite 
activities. The returning children were 
delighted to be reunited with their old 
friends and meet new ones. 
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Reception 

We were delighted to welcome our Reception 

children this week.  We are always amazed by how 

much the children grow over the Summer holidays 

and the addition of a smart new blazer ensures 

they look very grown up on their first day of term!   

The children have settled in brilliantly.  We have 

welcomed our new friends, explored our 

classrooms and the Reception outdoor space, had a 

sports lesson with Mr Woolger, a French lesson 

with Madame Wilson and a music lesson with Miss 

Forbes!  We learnt about tempo, explored music 

played at a slow pace and acted out some slow 

moving animals!  We used instruments to tap a 

slow beat. 

We have been discussing “Aspiration” and thinking 

about what we would like to be when we grow up 

and how best to achieve our ambitions. 
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Year One 

Year Two 

Year 2 children have returned with enthusiasm and excitement, eager to learn and take part in 
everything that we have to offer. We have wasted no time in introducing our topic of Travel and 
Transport through the book Ocean Meets Sky by the Finn brothers. The children have been making 
predictions about the plot and characters based on the cover design and clues found in Grandpa's box 
such as a hat, reading glasses, tools and story book. The children have used subordinating and 
coordinating conjunctions to join two main clauses. In Mathematics, we have revisited place value to 
20, using counters to represent addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. The children have 
been introduced to their first weekly mental maths and verbal reasoning assessments which were 
completed confidently and enthusiastically. In Science, we have begun investigating electricity; its 
different forms, sources and uses. In computing, the children used the Google Chromebooks to identify, 
label and learn all about the different parts of a laptop.  

The children have had a wonderful start to Year 1. We have settled into our new classroom and are 
feeling very grown up! We have enjoyed welcoming our two new children, Zac and Liam, who have made 
an excellent start to SHPPS life. In English we have been focusing on our phonics skills and applying them 
to our written work by writing simple sentences about ourselves. In Maths we have been practising our 
number formation. We have introduced our new History and Geography topic on Dinosaurs and have 
enjoyed reading lots of dinosaur stories. We look forward to learning more about dinosaurs and 
prehistoric times as the term goes on.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Celebration Assembly 

In today’s Celebration Assembly, 

we were proud to congratulate 

our TRACK Award winners, who 

were Joshua and Vivaan; George; 

Zac and Liam; and Reed and 

Mateo.  Alexander, Hugo, Austin 

and Harry were all delighted to 

collect their Certificates of 

Achievement from the end of last 

term.  Leo was proud to show us 

his beautiful Golfing Trophy.  

Alexander, James, Aethan and 

Beau all brought their Summer 

Reading Challenge certificates.  

There were a LOT of birthdays!  

We sang to  Joey, Hugo, William 

C, George, Leo, Vir, Agus, Sasha, 

Lukas, Leo and Vlady! 
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Happy Birthday! 

We love seeing photos of your birthday celebrations! * 

Hugo fed monkeys in South Africa, Joey wore some very 

cool football kit to celebrate, Lukas celebrated with his 

family and a fabulous cake and Leo made Mr Akhurst 

very jealous by visiting Anfield!   

*Please feel free to send in your photos! 
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Your AMAZING Achievements… We are SO Proud of You! 

Congratulations to Johnny, who had lots of swimming lessons this Summer 
and is now able to swim without armbands!  We were so proud to hear that 

he is now able to  dive down to the bottom of the pool to  collect sinkers 
and swim freely.  Well Done! 
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And Finally...Some Other Lovely Moments From Our Week... 
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And Just a Few More... 


