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Friday 6 May  2022 

Shrewsbury House Pre-Prep Newsletter 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

Our TRACK theme of the week has been resilience, considering different circumstances and situations 

where people keep going, despite challenges or obstacles. 

Tuesday’s assembly was the morning after the Islamic festival of Eid was celebrated, providing a good 

opportunity to discuss Ramadan and show how Muslims display resilience throughout the month.  Later 

in the week we focused on Deaf Awareness Week, helping the children understand the challenges of 

being unable to hear clearly, or at all.  We learnt some Makaton, singing Happy Birthday in assembly 

today, complete with Makaton signs.   

One or two of the children pointed out to me the resilience displayed by sides in the Champions League 

Semi-Finals this week, with both matches seeing a team battle back from a difficult situation to come 

through and claim their place in the final (with one thankfully being Liverpool FC).  A good lesson in never 

giving up! 

I have been shown several examples of impressive work from the children this week, with some very 

specific examples of resilience where the children have persevered and implemented advice which they 

had been given, to help them improve and progress.  Developing children who are confident enough to 

‘have a go’ and are not scared to ask for support or learn from mistakes is such an important part of what 

we do here at SHPPS, even from our very youngest children in Nursery. 

We look forward to seeing our youngest children leading their own assembly at the Nursery Assembly 

next Friday morning and I hope to see many of the Nursery parents there. 

In the meantime, have a lovely weekend. 

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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Nursery 

Reception 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This week’s Marvellous Machines are ..... Rockets!  The Nursery children have enjoyed investigating this 
topic in more depth this week.   We have used the theme of rockets to cover all areas of the curriculum. 
In Understanding the World, we made a rocket blast off and discussed the reaction created by combining 
diet cola and Mentos!  For Expressive Arts and Design, we made rockets out of reclaimed materials as 
well as making puppets to retell our story of the week . As part of our  Maths learning, there was a lot of 
counting forwards and backwards as the rockets were launched.   In Literacy, we have enjoyed many 
stories featuring rockets but the children have also been very interested in sharing non-fiction books 
about Rockets and Space. We would love to carry on this theme for another week but there are more 
marvellous machines to think about!  

This week we have been comparing Safari 
animals and minibeasts.  We searched for 
minibeasts at Forest School. We found snails, 
slugs, ants, butterflies, daddy longlegs and a 
millipede! Safari animals are much bigger 
than minibeasts and none of them are 
slimy.  The Safari animals are all different 
colours and they live in Africa.  Minibeasts 
like to live underground and the Safari 
animals live in the dry desert.   

This week our class caterpillars have become 
cocoons.  We have put them into a small tent 
so they can turn into beautiful 
butterflies.  We are very excited to see this 
happen next week!  

In maths we have been learning to solve 
addition and subtraction word problems by 
acting out the animal stories.  We had to look 
very carefully at the words to decide whether 
to add or subtract.   
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Year One 

Year Two 
______________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________

Our Year 1 children have been excited to watch the 
germination of their sunflower seeds over the course 
of the last few days. They are really looking forward to 
planting them out in the school garden, measuring 
them every week as they grow up to the sky! On a 
similar theme, we have been reading Jack and the 
Beanstalk in English, using adjectives to describe the 
tall twisting and turning stem as well as Jack's feelings 
as he apprehensively climbed, leaf by leaf, to the top. 
Swimming has been a huge success with the children 
thoroughly enjoying their session focusing on the 
technique of backstroke. At the field, the children have 
enjoyed playing Kwik Cricket, with tales told of 
excellent catches, heroic batting and brave wicket 
keeping. As part of our PSHE and RE curriculum, the 
children have been learning about the Islamic festival 
of Eid, eating dates and discussing which other foods 
are associated with their own family's festivals and 
culture. In Maths, we have been finding out how arrays 
can provide pictorial support and structure to the 
understanding of multiplication.  

Year two have worked incredibly hard over the 
last four days. We have been looking at 
homophones and the children are now much 
more confident at recognising words that sound 
the same but have different meanings. 

In maths, the children have been finding the 
difference between two numbers and completing 
subtraction sums. 

During our history lesson the children packed an 
imaginary suitcase with the items that they would 
have taken with them if they were an evacuee in 
the Second World War (everyone packed their 
teddy!). 

I was really impressed with Year Two's drawings of 
Second World War bomber planes. They carefully 
sketched and shaded the planes. 

Year Two had a wonderful French lesson this week 
where they sorted animals into groups depending 
on whether their names were masculine or 
feminine.  

I hope you all have a very happy weekend. 
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Celebration Assembly 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

House Points 

Yellow:39 

Red: 51 

Green: 34 

Blue: 69 

_________________________________________________________________

In today’s Celebration Assembly, we congratulated our TRACK award winners who were Ehaan, Eli and 

Theo; Lukas and Charlotte, Sasha and Agus; Liam, Eloise and Zach.  Huxley was pleased to be presented 

with his Values Tracker award.  William C was our Writer of the Week.  We sang a very special Makaton 

version of Happy Birthday to Zayn and William S, and also to Miss Forbes, who celebrated today. Blue 

House was victorious in the weekly House Points competition. 
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Your AMAZING Achievements...We are SO Proud of You! 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________

There were so many awards for extra-curricular activities and from outside school  at Celebration 

Assembly this morning that we felt the winners deserved their own page! 

Congratulations to 

Lenny for his football 

medal, Harrison and 

Kingsley for participating 

in the Esher and 

Claygate Fun Run and 

Max G for his Playball 

award! 

Danny was so proud of his Man of 

the Match award and Cameron W 

retained his School Chess 

Championship Trophy! 

Well done to Cam B and 

Lakshman for their 

football awards! 
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SPPA News... 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Other News... 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We’re excited about the Ball next Friday evening. Please note Drinks reception from 7, Carriages at 
Midnight.  

There will be a cash / card bar on the night, plus a quick Heads/Tails. Details will follow via the class reps 
next week.  

 
Upcoming Dates: School Summer Fete - Saturday 25th June 

 
Please do come along on Monday to the SPPA meeting, after drop off in the school library. All welcome. 

It is always lovely when our 

children pop back to see us and 

we were especially delighted to 

see George, one of our newest 

“old boys” on Thursday when he 

came to collect his brother from 

After School Care.  We were so 

proud to see George wearing his 

new Form Captain badge! 
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Happy Birthday... 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We love this photo of  William with his amazing 

Rainbow cake! 
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And Finally...Some Other Lovely Moments From Our Week... 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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And Just a Few More... 

__________________

_________________________________________


