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Friday 20 May 2022 

Shrewsbury House Pre-Prep Newsletter 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

 

International Day at SHPPS has been a roaring success! Taking the theme of ‘I’m Special’ it has been 

brilliant to think about both our similarities and our differences.  There is a fantastic display in the Sports 

Hall, where each child has written a short piece about what makes them special – do come and have a 

look at it if you have not yet done so.  Our diversity at SHPPS is to be greatly celebrated and we love 

learning all about different cultures.  Seeing the children dressed up today in clothes representing various 

different nations was amazing, as was seeing them (and the staff) donning Hawaiian shirts and skirts in 

their themed workshop today.  I look forward to seeing some of the photos!  

Despite a little bit of rain, our ‘International Breakfast’ was extremely popular.  Thank you to all who 

came along and shared a croissant, bagel or bacon butty with us!  Thank you also to all the parents and 

grandparents who have been in this week to talk about their cultural background or country of origin.  

We’ve heard about Spain, India, China and Argentina, with one or two more to come next week.  All our 

visitors reported an endless stream of questions from the children.   

It seems barely possible that the SHPPS May Ball was a week ago.  It was a really lovely occasion and our 

incredible SPPA volunteers worked incredibly hard to make it such a great evening.  Thank you to all who 

came along.  Our next big event is the Summer Fair on June 25th at our Sports Field.  Do look out for 

details and opportunities to be involved. 

I look forward to seeing some of our Year 2 at the Shrewsbury House Football Festival tomorrow 

morning. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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Nursery 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This week the Nursery children have been learning all about famous buildings from around the world. As 
we are learning about Australia for International Day, we kick-started our week on “Buildings” by 
learning about the Sydney Opera House.  During the week we looked at different famous buildings and 
other structures. The children were very excited to see photographs of places they have visited but were 
also fascinated to learn how very, very old some were! Badgers class were confident that the Sphinx was 
nearly as old as Mr Akhurst... The children have been busy using different construction materials, such as 
Lego, wooden blocks and junk to recreate their favourite buildings and have written labels to accompany 
their models. They have used lots of mathematical language to compare the buildings.  Our work on 
shapes this week neatly linked our model making AND our work on Australian Art as we looked at 
Aboriginal paintings and the shapes they created.  

 

"How many Eiffel towers can make this one?"(Kodi, referring to the Burj Khalifa)  

"There's sooooo many windows!" (Joshua, referring to The Shard) 

"It's like Hadrian’s Wall"  (Benjamin, referring to The Great Wall of China) 
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Reception 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

On Monday we enjoyed our visit to Rowan School. We worked in small teams to complete activities with 
a geography focus. We played Landmark Dash, built local landmarks and made a collaborative 
map.  Afterwards we enjoyed a delicious picnic lunch in the beautiful sunshine. 

This week our focus has been 'Under the Sea'.  We used coins to buy different items from an 
aquarium and wrote incredible poems about different sea creatures and the movements they make.  

We finished the last stage of the butterfly lifecycle and with mixed feelings set our beautiful butterflies 
free. We waved them off and look forward to seeing if they fly over our playground.  

During the last few days of our busy week we took part in International Days. We looked at Hawaii and 
learnt to hula dance in a traditional Hawaiian workshop. We had so much fun! In class we made 
surfboards, leis and learnt how to make origami Hawaiian shirts. 
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Year One 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________

Our Year 1 children have continued to investigate the 
world of plants by planting runner bean seeds in plastic 
wallets in order to observe them germinate and grow over 
the course of the next week. Their 'goliath' sunflowers 
sown two weeks ago have now started to shoot rapidly 
upwards in the school garden, where the children have 
been watering and weeding on a regular basis.  In Maths, 
the children have started their new unit of work on 
fractions, focusing on halves and quarters. In English, the 
children have written delightful invitations to the SHPPS 
Jubilee Afternoon Tea,  as well as writing a detailed fact file 
about Queen Elizabeth. Year 1 were lucky to have swum on 
the warmest day of the year so far, with the focus this 
week on leg kicks and breathing technique. For 
International Day, 1PC have been making Chinese lanterns, 
speaking Mandarin and practising Tai Chi. 1JB have been 
learning Spanish and completing a variety of exciting 
activities focused on their chosen country, Argentina. We 
have been really thrilled to welcome a number of parents 
and grandparents who have spoken to the children about 
their own countries of origin.  
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Year Two 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

Our Year 2 children have had another very busy week. In English they have described the characters in 

the story 'The Tear Thief' and in Maths they have been practising telling the time. 

On Wednesday we visited The Rural Life Living Museum in Farnham. The children had three fantastic 

sessions learning about what life was like for children during the Second World War.  

They had a handwriting lesson in the 1940's School Room, with a very strict teacher who taught them 

what it would have been like for an evacuee joining a country village school. They learnt how to use an 

ink pot and pen and did some wonderful handwriting. 

The second session was all about the Home Guard. The children identified three different types of air 

raid shelter including an Anderson Shelter, a Morrison Shelter and a brick-built shelter. The children 

couldn’t believe that your whole family might have to squeeze into one of these shelters - especially 

the Morrison Shelter - that doubled up as a dining room table! 

The last session was a workshop on ‘Make Do and Mend’. The children learnt about the importance of 

recycling materials and mending broken things during war time. They particularly enjoyed meeting 

Bernard and asking him questions about his experiences of growing up during the Second World War. 

It was a brilliant trip and the children looked the part in their fantastic costumes. 

On Thursday afternoon we were really lucky to have Mrs Verschoyle-King visit the class to share 

her knowledge of all things Spanish. The children loved learning about Spanish food and traditions. To 

continue the international theme and to round the week off, we celebrated International Day on Friday 

by learning about Italy and making pizzas together. 
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International Day Breakfast at SHPPS... 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________

There were bacon rolls, bagels, delicious 

home-made Indian breads, croissants and 

pastries on offer in the Playground this 

morning during a wonderful multi-cultural 

breakfast for children and parents!  Many 

thanks to Mrs Jandu for organising. 
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International Breakfast at SHPPS... 

___________________ _____________
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International Breakfast at SHPPS... 

___________________ ___
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International Breakfast at SHPPS... 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________
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International Day...It was so lovely to welcome your families! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 
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Celebration Assembly 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

House Points 

Yellow:63 

Red: 51 

Green 62 

Blue: 52 

______________________________________________

At a particularly colourful Celebration Assembly 

this morning, we congratulated our TRACK award 

winners  William C , Noah, Nathan and Liam.  

Nathan returned to collect his Values Tracker 

award with Jeevan and Felix.  Agastya, William S 

and Julian were thrilled to receive their fabulous 

scented Music Pencils from Miss Forbes and we 

sang Happy Birthday to Oscar.  Felix was delighted 

when Yellow House stormed to victory in the 

House points competition. 
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SPPA News... 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

Thank you to everyone who came to our May Ball last Friday. We hope you agree it 
was a roaring success, with lots of dancing and merriment. Thank you for all your 

support.  
 

With Summer around the corner, our focus turns to the  
Summer Fete, Saturday 25th June 12-3pm.  

Next week we will start to send out information and requests via your class reps 
explaining  how you can support the preparations and the smooth running on the day. 

The ever popular sweetie cone tombola alongside the bottle tombola will be back, 
along with some fun games and challenges, performances, inflatables (of course), 

and much more. 
 

Our next SPPA Meeting is on 6th June, the first day after Half Term break. Please do 
come along and support us in this final SPPA event.  

 
You may already be aware that SPPA is currently run by a team of Year 2 parents. 

As we look to next year, please do consider whether you might be able to lend some 
time to help co-ordinate the SPPA events into the 2022/23 calendar year.  

 
Please do speak to us to see what’s involved if you think you can offer some time. 
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Happy Birthday! 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We love this photo of Oscar 

celebrating his birthday with an 

amazing cake! 
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And Finally...Some Other Lovely Moments From Our Week... 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________


