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Friday 13th May 2022 

Shrewsbury House Pre-Prep Newsletter 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

This week has been Mental Health Awareness Week, with an emphasis on raising the impact of loneliness 

on one’s mental health.  Time and again this week I have been struck by the importance of support 

networks, friendships and simply having people to talk to, even for the youngest of children.  We have 

taken time to remind the children at SHPPS that everyone at school is here for them, and will listen to 

them, or talk with them, at any time.  I am proud of the pastoral care here at SHPPS and the genuine 

family feel that exists, where children are comfortable and feel safe and secure.   

This was much in evidence at this morning’s wonderful Nursery Assembly, watched by large numbers of 

parents, as well as the rest of the school.  Seeing Year 2 children actively encouraging and supporting their 

young Nursery buddies was heart-warming, while watching our very youngest children speak and sing 

with such confidence spoke volumes of the foundations that are being laid here at SHPPS. 

Our ten newly hatched chicks have caused something of a stir here this week.  Many more ‘visits to the 

toilet’ seem to have occurred over the last two days as children have wanted to check on the wellbeing of 

our new guests, while several tales have filtered through of the chicks being projected onto big screens at 

home or in the office.  The chicks will be with us for all of next week, with the children having ample 

opportunities to see them and learn about their growth and development.   

It is time for me to go and scrub up and get into my suit for tonight’s May Ball.  It promises to be a 

fantastic evening and I look forward to seeing many of you there.  

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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Nursery 

 

________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Nursery children were so excited to welcome their friends and grown ups to watch their wonderful 
assembly this morning! The Marvellous Machines assembly showcased the work the children have been 
doing over the half term. After singing the Big Red Bus song and The Wheels on the Bus the children 
showed their beautiful art work, consisting of robot pictures and models and collages of rockets. The 
children also demonstrated some fantastic sound work - blending sounds together to feed simple words 
into our  word eating robot. They also did some very clever counting and showed how they can form 
numerals. A highlight of the assembly was the Marvellous Machines theme song, an original song written 
specially by Miss Forbes for this new topic. The children have all played different instruments to recreate 
the sounds of twinkling stars, clicking seatbelts and whooshing engines, with a magical chorus involving 
lots of scarf waving. Truly a sight to behold!  Thank you to everyone who joined us to celebrate the 
children's amazing achievements so far this term.  
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This week our topic is beautiful birds. We listened to the story of 'Cockatoos' by Quentin Blake which led 
to us creating some incredible descriptive writing about birds. We are so good at segmenting and 
blending to write the words we need and are now focusing on using adjectives to make our writing even 
more exciting.  

In maths we have been learning to count in jumps of two by drawing eggs and jumping on a numberline. 
We can all confidently use repeated addition as a method for counting in 2s. We are very proud of our 
skills! 

On Wednesday we took part in Art Day which had a Queen's Jubilee focus. We spent time creating work 
in the style of Andy Warhol and learnt how to make our own printing blocks. We thought it was magical 
that we could print the same picture over and over again! 
We also used paint and collage to create the most 
incredible portraits of Queen Elizabeth II. She would be 
VERY impressed with our creations! 

We were very excited to discover on Friday morning that 
some of our butterflies had already emerged from their 
cocoons. This led to lots of questioning about how they had 
hatched and how we could continue to care for them. 

We have been fortunate to watch the arrival of the eggs 
and see them hatch into very cute chicks. We can't wait to 
hold them next week when they are a little sturdier on 
their feet, but for now are enjoying observing them when 
we can. We have talked about the lifecycle of chickens and 
eggs and none of us can decide who came first, the chicken 
or the egg! 

___________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Year One 

Year Two 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________ _________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This week, our Year Two children have been acting 
out the story of The Tear Thief, by Carol Ann Duffy. I 
was really impressed by how the children portrayed 
the characters and acted out the story. In maths, 
the children have been looking at division and 
multiplication and how they are related.  
On Wednesday we had a fantastic time learning 

about Andy Warhol for Art Day. The children made 

collages using newspaper and rolled marbles in 

brightly coloured paint to make pictures of the 

Queen. They also managed to fit in a painting of a 

blossom tree as well! 

We have looked at the life cycle of a frog and 

enjoyed learning about a froglet in Science. The 

children have learnt about the Home Front in 

History and are really looking forward to our trip to 

Farnham Rural Life Centre on Wednesday 18th May.  

Year 1 have had an exciting week, with the highlight being the work that the children produced for Art 
Day. After learning about opposite colours on a colour wheel, the children painted some bright and 
colourful side-profiles of the Queen. The children then used digital imaging software to produce their own 
version of Andy Warhol's iconic artwork on the computers. As part of our theme of 'Roots, Shoots and 
Muddy Boots', the children have planted sunflowers in the new raised beds in the garden, and can often be 
seen watering them at break and lunch times. We also conducted a science experiment to compare the 
germination of cress under differing amounts of light and water. In English lessons, we read the story Jim 
and the Beanstalk by Quentin Blake, comparing it to Jack and the Beanstalk and writing speech and 
thought bubbles for Jim and the Giant. In Maths, the children have been continuing their work on 
multiplication and division, sharing and grouping equal numbers of counters.  
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Celebration Assembly 

___________________________________ ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ ___________________________

It was lovely to have our Nursery 

families with us for Celebration 

Assembly today. 

We were delighted to congratulate 

our TRACK Award winners, who 

were Ellie, Rudy, Dax and Joshua; 

Huan, James and Eloise; Raffi and 

Paul and Lakshman.  Zach C was 

awarded his Values Tracker.  

Sebastian A was given the Writer 

of the Week award for Year One 

and Jeevan was proud to be our 

Writer of the Week in Year Two.  

Mr Akhurst was pleased to 

introduce Huxley to the audience; 

Leo Z-E was proud to show us his 

Golf medal and Ethan A was 

happy to tell us about his Box Hill 

Walk award.   We sang Happy 

Birthday to Harley!  Red House 

were the winners of the House 

Points Competition. 

House Points 

Yellow:70 

Red: 74 

Green: 65 

Blue: 65 
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SPPA News... 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

We are SO excited to see everyone at the SPPA May Ball this evening! 
 

 
 
 

With Summer just around the corner, the school fete is fast approaching. This is a highlight of the school 
year.  

 
If any parents are able to donate prizes toward the raffle, we would really appreciate it as it goes towards 
a good cause. Please email sppassoc@gmail.com to donate prizes or find out how you can get involved.  

 
For those who haven’t attended a summer fete before, each year group/class will be responsible for 
running some games and stalls on the day. We will send out details via your class reps in the coming 

weeks.  
 

Please do get involved in anyway you can - it’s always a fantastic event for the children, and a great way to 
see out the year! 

 
The SPPA Team  

mailto:sppassoc@gmail.com
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Your AMAZING Achievements...We are SO Proud of You! 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We were so proud to hear of  Huxley’s achievement last Sunday.  He was invited by his 
Drum teacher to play the cymbals at the Royal College of Music for the Festival of 

Percussion.  

Huxley and a number of older children performed a piece written by Huxley’s Drum 
teacher, Kizzy Brooks. It was an amazing experience to perform in front of an audience 

in such a prestigious venue. 
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Happy Birthday! 

__________________ _________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We love this gorgeous photo of 

Harley with his Harry Potter 

themed cake! 



 

 Shrewsbury House Pre-Prep Newsletter  | 9 

And Finally...Some Other Lovely Moments From Our Week... 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________
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And a Few More... 

_______________________________________________________________ ______

___________
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And Just a Few More! 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________


