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Shrewsbury House Pre-Prep Newsletter 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The first full week of the summer term has felt a particularly profitable one, with so much accomplished.  

It is often at this time of the year that significant progress is most evident in the children’s development, 

and that has certainly rung true this week.  It is amazing to look back at the start of the year and see how 

far the children have come at this stage.   

It was lovely to welcome Year 1 friends and family into school on Thursday for the hastily rearranged 

‘Pirates Assembly’ (postponed from the end of last term).  We will look to organise another opportunity 

for Year 1 to display their talents and share what they have been doing, later in the term. 

Summer term means swimming at SHPPS!  Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 enjoyed their first swim this 

week, with our specialist swimming teachers.  It was an overwhelming success, with some of the younger 

children displaying tremendous resilience, overcoming any nerves, to throw themselves into the session, 

and ultimately, really enjoy it. 

Thanks to all who have signed up to support the SHPPS Ball on Friday 13th May.  Do get in contact if you  

would like to come and be part of what will undoubtedly be a brilliant evening.  I look forward to seeing 

many of you there. 

One of the Year 1 children was reflecting today on the upcoming Bank Holiday, suggesting it was far too 

early to have another holiday – ‘we have only just come back!’  It is so encouraging to hear the children’s 

desire to be in school.  Despite the protests, we won’t be at school on Monday.  I hope you are able to 

enjoy the extended weekend and don’t miss school too much!  

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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Nursery 

Reception 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________ __________________________________

This week, Nursery children began their new topic of Marvellous Machines! They demonstrated a real 
interest in all sorts of machinery and the teachers were pleased to adjust the scheduled topic to reflect 
the interests of the group. This week, we focussed on robots.   In phonics, the children used letter sounds 
to blend words together, making them talk like little robots!  The children really enjoyed the story of 
Nobot the Robot and discussed what changes they might make to the story:  

"I would use Bernard’s bottom to make a wedding dress" Alice.  

"I want to use it for a bowl for donuts" Rudy. 

"It's a pot to put pens in!" Theo.  

"I will put wheels on it and use it for a car" Josh. 

Other activities have included developing scissor skills by cutting out robots, making cheese straws in 
cookery, using nuts, bolts and screws to make robot pictures and using reclaimed materials to make 
robot models. It's been a very busy week! 

This week in Reception we have been continuing to learn all about animals. After finding out about jungle 
animals using non-fiction texts and the internet, we have written some amazing jungle fact books. We 
also listened to the story of 'Bungle in the Jungle' by Paul Geraghty and designed our own mixed-up 
animals. We then used adjectives and connectives to describe their different features. 

In maths we have been learning about symmetry in nature. We looked at tigers, zebras and butterflies to 
see if we could find their lines of symmetry.  We used 2D shapes to make our own symmetrical pictures 
with our friends. We certainly demonstrated the values of Teamwork and Resilience! 

We were also very excited to discover that our caterpillars had arrived. We now look forward to watching 
them grow every day and can't wait to see what happens next! 
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The topic of ‘roots shoots and muddy boots’ has been an exciting focus for Year One over the course of 
the last week.  The children visited Forest School on Monday, enthusiastically searching for wild flowers 
such as bluebells and buttercups, using an iPad app to identify native trees such as yew and oak and 
making a spring collage with fresh leaves and flowers. In computing, we learnt how to use the 
Chromebooks and Google to search for information on the flowers we had found. We have all had the 
opportunity to plant sunflower seeds, learning about the key constituents of germination; water, 
warmth, soil and water. The children were then able to use time adverbials and imperative verbs to write 
a list of instructions for planting seeds in our English lesson. Also in English we have been studying the 
book ‘Katie and the Sunflowers’, practising using different prepositions as sentence starters to describe 
some of the beautiful paintings. In Mathematics, we have begun our work on multiplication and division 
by counting forwards and backwards in 2s 5s and 10s, while in Art, the children have been learning how 
to make a print in the style of William Morris.  
 
Thursday saw our Year group assembly which was a fantastic opportunity for the children to showcase all 
of the things that they have learnt on last term’s theme of Pirates. We have heard the Wellerman Sea 
Shanty being sung all around the school ever since!  
 
The Year One Team 

Year One 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Year Two 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________

This week the children have enjoyed measuring objects in centimetres and metres. They have estimated 

the length before measuring objects inside the classroom and outside in the playground.  

In English the children have been listening to Lenny’s adventures in the book, The Lion and the Unicorn 

by Shirley Hughes. The children have been writing letters from Lenny to his Mother and have been trying 

to include similes, adjectives and plural nouns.  

The children have been learning about the Armed forces in History. The children have learnt about what 

a soldier would have worn in the Second World War and have tried on a soldier’s helmet, water bottle 

and bag. In Science the children have been learning about how all animals have offspring. 

Year Two really enjoyed their first swimming lesson of the term and had a wonderful time at Forest 

School being Spring Detectives! 
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Celebration Assembly 

_____________________________________________ _______

House Points 

Yellow: 89 

Red: 95 

Green: 102 

Blue: 102 

______________________

In today’s Assembly, we were so excited 

to congratulate four of our newest 

children, Rafferty, Oskar and Austin, who 

all received their very first TRACK 

awards! Alexander was busy at Forest 

School during Assembly, so we will 

present his award next week.  Immie, 

Apollo and Monty; Toby, Zayn and Harry; 

and Cameron and Ivy were also proud to 

receive TRACK awards this week.  Liam 

was awarded his Values Tracker award.  

Felix, Jeevan and Lakshman were 

awarded their Chess medals.  Theo 

brought in his skiing medal and George 

showed us his rugby medal.  Finally, we 

sang Happy Birthday to James and Ivy.  

The House Points competition resulted in 

a tie between Blue House and  Green 

House.  The house captains (with Ivy 

kindly stepping in for Harley, who was 

absent) set a brilliant example of good 

sportsmanship by engaging in an 

enthusiastic four-way-handshake when 

the scores were announced!   
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SPPA News... 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A big thank you from SPPA for the fantastic response to our ball invitation. We look forward to seeing 
lots of you there for a fun evening.  

There’s still time (just) to sign up if you haven’t already. Please do get those forms in ASAP!  
 

Planning is also underway for the Summer Fete, on Saturday 25th June. We will need 
your help to make this a success, so please do come along to the next SPPA meeting 

on Monday 9th May to see how you can help. 
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__ __________

________________________________________________

We love this photo of James and 

his sisters celebrating his 5th 

Birthday! 

Happy Birthday to Ivy, who 

celebrated her 7th birthday! 
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And Finally...Some Other Lovely Moments From Our Week... 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________
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And Just a Few More... 

____________________________ ________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________


