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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

It has been a wonderful week, full of the joys of books and reading.  The week began with the 

launch of our Book Swap, which continued every day;  thank you for all your contributions.  On 

Wednesday our children put their natural exuberance to good use as they engaged in a 

sponsored Bounce for Books, raising money to purchase lots of lovely new titles for our library.  

We have loved welcoming our Secret Readers all week, including a delightful group of Year 8 

boys who came over from Shrewsbury House School to read to our children.   

The highlight of our week must have been Thursday, when we celebrated the 25th anniversary of 

World Book Day.  As always we were hugely impressed by the creativity and imagination shown 

through all of the children’s incredible costumes.  Thank you so much to everyone who helped 

make the day so special.  Our staff entered fully into the spirit of the day, you will find 

photographic evidence later in this Newsletter.   I must mention our Year One children, who 

represented our school at The Shrewsbury House Music Festival  on Wednesday; they sang 

beautifully and behaved impeccably and we were so proud of them.  

Next week is another very busy week.  We look forward to House Challenge Morning on 

Wednesday, when we would encourage your children to wear their coloured tee shirts. 

I am looking forward to seeing many of you this evening at the SPPA Quiz Night.  May the best 

team win! 

Have a lovely weekend. 

 

Jon Akhurst (aka Gerald the Giraffe) 

Head 



Nursery 

Reception 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

______________________ __________
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Nursery children have been celebrating the wonderful work of Eric Carle.  We started the week 
with The Very Hungry Caterpillar and then looked at his other books, including The Very Busy 
Spider and The Bad Tempered Ladybird. We voted for our favourite story!  We had a wonderful 
time dressing up as book characters - all the teachers were very impressed with our beautiful 
costumes.   Another highlight of our week was the sponsored bounce and we were very excited 
to hear about all the new books we will be reading as a result.  The bouncing was rather tiring 
but we managed to get a lot of bounces in - over 2,480 bounces in total! We are very grateful to 
our Year Two buddies, who counted our bounces for us, as well as reading stories to us while we 
waited patiently for our turn on the bouncy castle. We hope they enjoyed their bounces as much 
as we did! 

We have had such an exciting Book Week! We heard the story of Miranda the Castaway by 
James Mayhew and discussed what it would be like to be stranded on a desert island. We 
thought it would be very lonely but some of the children thought they would quite like the peace 
and quiet!  We designed and labelled our own treehouses and wrote “letters in a bottle” to see if 
someone would help rescue us from the desert island.  

Reception celebrated Pancake Day in style by making pancakes and covering them with plenty 
of delicious toppings. We've never seen pancakes being tossed so expertly! We bounced off 
some of our excess energy when we took part in the sponsored bounce. We all thoroughly 
enjoyed our time on the bouncy castle and we can confirm that Reception certainly has some 
very good 'bouncers!' 



Year One 

Year Two 

__________________________________________
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_ 

Year 2 have really enjoyed book week and we have nearly finished Fantastic Mr Fox! We created 
WANTED posters to catch the cunning fox that was eating the farmer’s chickens.  We decided 
we actually quite liked Mr Fox even though he was stealing chickens, ducks and geese!  

We used our symmetry and art skills to complete pictures of Mr Fox's face using oil pastels.  We 
loved that Mr Fox showed our TRACK value of teamwork by inviting all his friends to a feast.  We 
wrote our own invitations and then cooked up a feast to enjoy together.  On Friday our classroom 
was filled with the aroma of Farmer Boggis's chicken stew as it bubbled away in the corner!  We 
had chopped and diced the ingredients and stirred the stew until it was ready to eat alongside 
some delicious doughnuts and apple “cider”.   Finally, we were delighted to continue the SHPPS 
tradition of  Year Two celebrating Mr Akhurst’s birthday with cake!  What an absolute treat and a 
wonderful way to end an amazing Book Week.  

Ahoy there me hearties!  Year 1 children have continued with the theme of Pirates, labelling the 
key features of a 17th Century galleon, writing a review of 'Captain Pike Looks after The Baby' 
and drawing a treasure map inspired by the classic Robert Louis Stevenson text 'Treasure Island' 
which we have been reading over the course of the week. The children are excitedly looking 
forward to sharing their hard work and singing sea shanties in next Thursday's Year 1 Assembly. 
On Wednesday, we had the fantastic opportunity of visiting Shrewsbury House Prep School to 
partake in their Year 1 Music Festival. The children performed their song with gusto and were 
met with rapturous applause from the audience. Our children listened to the choirs of The 
Rowans School and Thames Ditton Infants School, and then the three schools joined together, 
singing beautifully in unison. In maths, the children have been measuring the length of classroom 
objects and drawing lines using a ruler. In Art we have been learning about the work of William 
Morris, famous for his repeating floral patterns. We will be taking inspiration from his work to 
produce our own prints over the course of the next two weeks. The plethora of amazing World 
Book Day activities included a very competitive bounce for books, a surprise visit from Joshua 
(Theo's brother) to read Aesop's Fables, amazing costumes and the opportunity to hear Mr 
Cornish reading Percy The Parkkeeper in the garden shed! 



Celebration Assembly 

___________________
Shrewsbury House Pre-Prep 

House Points 

Yellow:35 

Red: 94 

Green: 73 

Blue: 58 

This morning we congratulated our TRACK Award 
winners, who were  Jessica and Rafferty; Kingsley, James 
and Ethan; Harrison B and Omar;  Zach and Nathan.   
Danny,  Lenny and Huxley all received their Values 
Trackers Awards.  We sang Happy Birthday to Ehaan and 
Liam, who brought in a beautiful book for our Library.  
Cam B was very proud to show us his skiing badge.  Our 
new  House Captains were announced and 
Harrison S, Felix, Harley and Toran were excited to 
read out their respective House Point Totals.  Red 
House won this week, making Mr Woodcock very 
happy! 
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World Book Day….Nursery 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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World Book Day….Reception, Year One and Staff! 

_______

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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And Finally, Some Other Lovely Moments From Our Week... 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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World Book Day…. 

___________________________ ______________________________________
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World Book Day…. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________


