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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

I have had the great pleasure of showing several prospective parents and new joiners around the school 

this week as well as welcoming some guests to the school. 

Our children love to meet new people and are always especially interested if they bring babies or young 

children with them.  Prospective parents have been ‘blown away’ (their words) this week by the kindness, 

engagement and confidence of our pupils.  They really do show our school in such a brilliantly positive 

light, simply by being themselves.  

Our Year Two concert earlier in the week was an excellent example of the school’s ethos shining through.  

Year Two children performed superbly as a team, playing ukulele group pieces and singing songs together, 

while individual performers played confidently in front of an audience, whether they had been learning 

their instrument for just a few weeks or for much longer.  It is very easy to forget just how young our 

pupils are, so comfortable are they in such an environment. 

This weekend you will be receiving a full ‘mid-year report’ on your child, with follow-up Parents’ Evenings 

scheduled for next week.  I hope they provide a useful insight into your child’s development and journey 

at SHPPS.   

Have a really good weekend. 

Jon Akhurst 

Head 



Nursery 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reception 
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"Stomp, Chomp, Big Roars, Here Come the Dinosaurs!"  

This week we progressed from learning about the littlest 
creatures to the greatest creatures that have ever lived - 
Dinosaurs!   We have been discussing the language of size and 
we have been comparing long and short, big and little and 
thinking about things being smaller than some things but 
bigger than others. Helpfully, dinosaurs come in all shapes 
and sizes.  

Our Literacy focus this week has been poetry and we have 
enjoyed hearing so many dinosaur poems. Our teachers 
challenged us to listen for the rhyming words in the poems 
and then to  think of our own rhymes.  

Talking about all things GREAT and small, we were very 
excited to receive our new giant numicon this week! We use 
numicon inside to help with counting, one to one 
correspondence and combining numbers to make totals. With 
our giant numicon in our Nursery garden, we had great fun 
sorting it, counting the holes and then writing the numbers on 
the floor with our giant chalk!   

This week we enjoyed getting back to our topic of 'Long, 
long ago' and finding out more about life in Castle times. 
This week we used the picture of George and the Dragon by 
Uccello as inspiration for our writing.  We had different 
ideas about what was happening. 

Otto 'I think there is a big storm coming' 

James 'I think the dragon is really ferocious' 

Charlotte 'The dragon is actually sad' 

Ethan A  'The dragon lives in the big cave behind him' 

We listened to the story of George and the Dragon and 
talked about myths and legends from long ago. We used the 
dragon as a prompt to write some lovely descriptive 
sentences. 

In maths, we have been learning how to half and double in 
order to help the knights . We doubled the gems on their 
shields and shared the apples between the knights' horses.  

We also found time to go to the forest to explore the 
different signs of spring. There was lots of excitement when 
we found wiggly worms under the tree stumps! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Year One 

Year Two 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 
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In sync with the recent change of seasons from Winter to Spring, Year 1 have been learning in Science 
how the increase and decrease in the concentration of sunlight affects our climate and natural world 
over the course of a year. In Forest School, The children went on a Spring scavenger hunt, finding buds, 
bugs and blossom. They also worked in teams to build birds nests in the undergrowth using twigs, leaves 
and moss.  
In English, we have read Pirates Love Underpants, by Claire Freedman, which has inspired the children to 
write detailed scene descriptions and amazing acrostic poems. In Mathematics, the children have 
enjoyed using balances to measure and compare the weight of different objects around the classroom. In 
RE we have been learning about customs and pastimes associated with Shabbat, the Jewish day of rest.  

Year 2 have been fantastic ambassadors for our school this week.  Their confidence during the music 
concert was wonderful and we were all impressed with the standard of performance.   

It was a wonderful opportunity for the children to show off their Ukulele playing which they have picked 
up quickly.   

On Thursday afternoon we were visited by Ranger Stu who showed us his rainforest animals and talked 
to us about how they adapt to their lives in the rainforest.  The children loved the opportunity to learn 
about and touch the animals that they don't normally see.  We saw a tarantula, an armadillo, an owl, a 
tortoise, a tenrec and a Boa constrictor!  



Celebration Assembly 
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House Points 

Blue 64 

Red 75 

Green 75 

Yellow 62 

In today’s Celebration Assembly, we congratulated our TRACK 
Award winners who were Aethan and Ladi, Immie, Otto, 
Apollo and Eloise J, Noah and Zac, and Huxley and Harrison S.  
Values Trackers were awarded to Zach, Jean-Pierre and 
Jeevan.  Our Writers of the Week were Agus and Eloise C.  Mr 
Akhurst was delighted to award Harrison a well-deserved 
Music Pencil and Agastya received his Office Prefect badge for 
his important new position of responsibility.  We shouted a 
very loud “Happy Birthday” to Benjamin, in the hope that he 
might hear us all at home.  Mr Woodcock also celebrated his 
birthday and we sang to him.  Finally, Red and Green Houses 
were declared joint winners of a particularly tense House 
Points Competition. 

________________________________________________ ______________________________



Shrewsbury House Pre-Prep Newsletter  | 5 

SPPA News... 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SPPA Quiz 

A huge thank you to everyone who came to our Quiz night last 
Friday!  We all had a wonderful time and we were especially 

delighted to welcome the very youngest members of our 
school community! 

 

Bake Sale: 

Cookies, cakes and brownies galore, please join us for all of the 
sweets you adore! SPPA will be holding a Bake Sale after school 
next Friday, 18th March. Please come along and sample some 

tasty treats. 

 
For those in afterschool Football Club, there will be an 

opportunity for the children to visit the bake sale before the 
club, so please do pop some money in their bags for them to 

choose a treat. We will also be taking card payments. 

 

May Ball: 

Have you missed nights full of glitz and glam? Then fear not! 
Get those suits dry cleaned and dresses ready for a 

spectacular evening that you won't forget. May Ball tickets go 
on sale next Friday. 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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And Finally, Some Other Lovely Moments From Our Week... 
___ _____________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Year 2 were delighted to welcome Arthur back! 
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And A Few More... 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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And Just a Few More... 

______________________ ________________________

Sylvie’s beautiful 

grand-daughter Evie 

came to Toddler 

Group! 


