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Despite an absolute drenching on the gate this morning, there has been a hint of Spring in the 

air this week, with generally mild, settled conditions.  The bulbs that Gardening Club planted last 

term have begun to poke through the surface, ready to burst into flower in the not too distant 

future and give a burst of colour.  

School has been full of life and spring-like energy this week.  The children greatly enjoyed 

various Chinese New Year celebrations culminating in a wonderful whole-school song in 

Assembly today.  Thank you to all those who have contributed to our New Year activities and 

events and especially to those who have been into school to talk to the children.  

Wednesday’s Art Day was a huge success.  The whole school focused on the same painting, 

using it to inspire their own artwork and produce some wonderfully descriptive associated 

writing.  The coral reef boxes that Year 1 created to develop the theme of the painting were 

amazing!  

We were treated to a glimpse into Year 2’s recent work as they led an excellent assembly 

packed full of facts and figures from their ‘All Around the World’ topic.  It also gave a chance for 

them to show off their I.T. skills with all of their individual power point presentations, about the 

continents of the world, rolled across the screen in the hall.  Reception and Year 1 listened 

beautifully to the assembly, fascinated by Year 2’s knowledge and wowed by their 

communication skills.  

Our final week of the half-term sees us focus on both Internet Safety Day and Children’s Mental 

Health Week – more about these in next Friday’s newsletter!  

Have a good weekend.  

Jon Akhurst 

Head 



Nursery 

Reception 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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This week we have been learning about Lunar New 
Year!  The children have loved finding out how families 
celebrate and we were lucky enough to have some 
experts in our classes too. We were interested to 
discover our own Chinese zodiac animals and to learn 
about the origins of the celebration.  The children used 
masks to recreate the “race across the river”. We made 
fabulous lanterns to decorate the Nursery and worked 
on developing our fine motor skills by using chopsticks. 
"I'm going to decorate my house for Chinese New Year, 
when I get home!" said Rudy.  

WE DID IT! 

The superheroes in Reception caught Evil Pea! 

Earlier this week we came into our classroom to discover that something dreadful had happened 
to Chef Andy's vegetables. The carrots had been chopped in half and the cabbage had been 
photocopied and stuck to the classroom door!  At first, we suspected the Easter bunny or Bob 
and Dave, before realising that rabbits and guinea pigs would probably just eat the vegetables 
and not be mean to them. It must have been Evil Pea! 

He is evil! - Lukas 

He is green! - Huan 

He is naughty! - Immie 

He is mean! - Oran 

We created 'Wanted'  posters and put them up around the school and devised cunning jelly traps 
to catch the pea.  Chef Andy assisted by putting pots of sticky jelly around his kitchen. We waited 
overnight and then were flabbergasted on Wednesday morning to discover the traps had worked!  
Every pot of jelly contained a captured pea! We thoroughly enjoyed tucking into the jelly for our 
pudding later that day. 

Just in case Evil Pea decided to reappear, we made our own superheroes at Forest School using 
dolly pegs and fabric. We named our superheroes and enjoyed playing with them in the forest. 

We are exhausted after being “real life” superheroes for a week! 



Year One 

Year Two 

It has been an action packed week in Year One. On Tuesday we were delighted to welcome Mrs 
Charnley for Lunar New Year. She told the exciting story of the animals of the zodiac, explained 
some of the traditions involved in the New Year celebrations and demonstrated how to make a 
Chinese lantern. The children really enjoyed making their own lanterns and taking home their 
own hongbao (red envelope). For Art Day, the children used speech bubbles to bring the 
painting ‘A Shipwreck in Stormy Seas’ to life. We continued the theme of the oceans to produce 
an exciting under the sea coral reef shoe box. With the support of Ms Davies, the children were 
excited to make their own delicious Scottish Flapjacks. We followed up this work in English, 
ordering instructions and identifying adverbials of time and imperative verbs.  In RE we have 
been learning about the New Testament Parable of the Good Samaritan, thinking how we can 
show care and kindness to each other.    

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Year Two children put a lot of energy into their assembly this week and we were so proud of 
them.  They wrote the script themselves and were able to remember lots of useful facts about 
our topic 'All Around the World.'  

We read the story 'Somebody Swallowed Stanley' by Sarah Roberts.  We were so sad to read 
about all the sea creatures that swallowed Stanley, thinking he was food!  Sarah Roberts 
campaigns to save animals and educate people about keeping our oceans clean.  We made our 
own posters using imperative verbs to tell people how to help our seas stay plastic-free. We also 
wrote similes to describe the sea creatures in the book.  Jeevan wrote that the jellyfish was 'as 
elegant as a ballerina' which we thought was beautiful. 

During Art Day we studied the painting 'A Shipwreck in Stormy Seas' by Claude Joseph Vernet. 
We were really inspired and discussed the stories we could imagine when looking at the 
painting. We produced some wonderful wave prints using foam blocks. 



Celebration Assembly 
__________________________________________________________ ________

_______ __
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House Points 

Yellow:57 

Red: 66 

Green: 81 

Blue: 69 

Mrs Davies-Duddy was delighted to host 
Celebration Assembly this week.  She 
congratulated our TRACK award winners, who 
were Joshua KT, Monty, James,  Ethan, Freddie, 
Leo ZE, Ivy and Cameron W.  Felix, Ivy and Cam B 
were excited to have their Values Tracker Awards.  
Felix was our Writer of the Week.  We sang Happy 
Birthday to Zac, who brought in a very beautiful 
book for the school library.  Cameron Wallis 
brought in his Football Trophy and also led Green 
House to glory in this week’s House Points 
Competition. 
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SPPA News... 
_________________________ __________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

It is very busy in the SPPA corner at the moment… we hope your child is looking forward to the 
Valentine’s disco next Thursday, 10th February!  

 
Invitations to the SPPA quiz have been sent home this week...Having missed last year, we are 
sure you can’t wait to battle it out to be crowned SHPP’s brainiacs! This is always such a fun 
event, so please do get your teams together, and return your booking forms (one per group 

please.) 
 

Finally, we are also really looking forward to the May Ball! Usually held every two years, it’s 
been a four-year wait for the hottest ticket in town. Please save the date, Friday 13th May, and 

look out for more information to follow.   
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And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________


