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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

With Eunice and Franklin making their mark over half-term, it has been the children who have 

had a ‘storming’ week this week, as you will see from this newsletter. The way the children have 

represented the school this week, both inside and outside of school, has been impressive, 

demonstrating superb Teamwork (our TRACK value of the week)! 

Reception’s visit to Windsor Castle on Monday set the tone with an excited group of young 

children embarking on a journey to ‘see the Queen’, while learning amazing things about castles.  

It is always good to hear tales from outings of members of the public commenting positively 

about our children, which was the case at Windsor. 

Year 1 were excellent ambassadors of the school in their visit to Holy Trinity Church, Claygate, 

and represented the school brilliantly in their tag-rugby fixture with The Rowans, as did Year 2 in 

their football fixture with the same opposition, despite the deluge mid-game!  Nursery haven’t 

missed out either, enjoying a very special tea party to build on their reading of ‘The Tiger Who 

Came to Tea’.   

This week’s Book Fair has further encouraged the children to develop their love of reading. It is 

very special to see young children absorbed in a book, devouring the pages.  Next week is Book 

Week with lots of Book themed activities planned, including the Sponsored Bounce and Book 

Day itself on Thursday. 

It’s great to see a good number of tables booked in for next Friday’s Quiz Night.  If you were 

wanting to come but didn’t have enough to form a table, or weren’t sure how to be assigned to a 

group, do contact the SPPA team.  It will be a really fun evening, with questions designed to be 

accessible to all, even the teachers! 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Jon Akhurst 

Head 



Nursery 

Reception 

_____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Our new topic is All Creatures Great and Small! 
The Nursery children are already enjoying 
learning about some of the wonderful animals in 
our world.  We began the new half term by 
reading Judith Kerr’s classic tale of The Tiger 
Who Came To Tea before looking at non-fiction 
books to learn about how tigers really behave! 
The children loved the story and impressed us 
with their ability to sequence the main events and  
retell the story.  

We decided to organise our own tea party. In 
cookery time, we made delicious jammy biscuits 
and cheese straws.  The table was set with 
beautiful fresh flowers and china cups and 
saucers.  Mrs Burger made us some lovely drinks 
which we poured carefully.  We were rather 
surprised when a large tiger appeared but luckily 
upon closer inspection we discovered it was Chef 
Andy!  The children’s manners were impeccable 
throughout and we were so proud of them. 

It’s Jubilee Year and Reception children kicked off the new half term on a suitably regal note.  To 

introduce their new topic of “Castles,” they went to Windsor, for a tour of the castle. The 

excitement was palpable as the children boarded Mr Meacher’s coach!   The children were 

aware that The Queen had been diagnosed with Covid-19, but they dealt bravely with their 

disappointment as the likelihood of accidentally bumping into Her Majesty in a corridor 

diminished.  They decided to deliver a beautifully handwritten “Get Well Soon” card instead.  

Beau and Charlotte kept it safe and the children were delighted when a suitably important-

looking member of staff agreed to deliver their card to The Queen.   

The children were fascinated to learn about the castle’s history as a fortress.  They enjoyed 

being shown features such as the gory murder holes, arrow slits and battering rams.  After lunch, 

they retreated to the calm and quiet setting of St George’s Chapel, with its beautiful heraldic 

shields and were fascinated to see the tomb of our most notorious monarch, Henry VIII.  The 

journey back to school was a much quieter affair, with many children fast asleep by the time the 

coach pulled up at school!  



Year One 

Year Two 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Year Two children enjoyed some poetry this week 
whilst reading 'The Rainforest Grew All Around' by 
Susan K Mitchell.  We looked for poetic features such 
as rhyme, repetition and patterns in structure.  The 
children were brilliant at picking out all the 'est' words 
e.g. the tallest vine and the busiest ant.  We practised 
the spelling rules for adding vowel suffixes and writing 
new verses using prepositional phrases.  The children 
progressed to writing their own new verses for the 
poem, which were very creative.   

During our Forest School session, we continued to 
look at wildlife and searched for items that were living 
and non-living.  We used the MRS GREN seven life 
processes to check whether our items were alive.  We 
decided the best clue was whether they were moving 
or squirming around! 

Maths has been really fun as we have been learning to 
recognise 2D and 3D shapes.  We went on a shape 
hunt around the school and recorded items that we 
found. We practised using a ruler to draw our own 2D 
shapes.   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

It has been an exciting start to the new half term with an action-packed week of academic and 
sporting endeavours. In mathematics, the children have been busy learning how to find out the 
length and height of objects using non-standard (e.g. cubes) and standard (cm) units of 
measurement. In English, we have been inspired by scenes of coastal landscapes and towns to 
write postcards, describing activities at the seaside in the past tense. Our “Pirates” topic started 
with a bang (and the clatter of cutlasses), with the children reading stories of ancient seafarers 
and tales of mariners' adventures.  On Wednesday, Year One visited Holy Trinity Church 
Claygate, where the Children's and Families Minister Mrs Rugg, led the children in craft 
activities, a photo-matching treasure hunt, singing, dancing and information about the Christian 
faith. We were really thrilled to have Mr Hamilton, Head of Music at Shrewsbury House School 
teach the children some new songs in preparation for the Music Festival next week. One of the 
highlights of the week was our trip to The Rowans School to play tag rugby. The children were a 
credit to the school, playing their hearts out, and brilliantly modelling the values of teamwork and 
resilience. Well done Year One! 



Celebration Assembly 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

___ 

____
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House Points 

Yellow:30 

Red: 49 

Green: 40 

Blue: 35 
 

Celebration Assembly this morning began with Eloise reading a 

beautiful prayer she had written herself.  We congratulated our 

TRACK award winners, who were Benjamin, Helen, Charlotte, 

Lukas, David, Theo, Ted, Paul, Leo, Agastya and Liam.  

Harrison S was delighted to receive his Values Tracker Award.  

Our Writers of the Week were Agus, Joey and Harley, who read 

some of his wonderful sentences.  Zach, Theo and Leo were all 

proud to show us their skiing medals and badges. Eli celebrated 

his birthday and House Captain Nathan was ecstatic as Red 

House stormed to victory in the House Points competition. 
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SPPA News... 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 
It’s also time to get those 

babysitters booked for Friday 
13th May, for the SHPPS Ball, 
arguably the most fun event of 

them all! 
 

We know there will be lots of revision 
going on this weekend for the red hot 
competition that is the SHPPS Quiz 

Night, next Friday, 4th March… If you still 
want to come but haven’t put your form 

in, please do let us know ASAP - there is 
still time to challenge for the title! 

 
Lastly, please do join us for 
our next SPPA Meeting, on 

Monday 7th March, after 
school drop off in the 

Library.  
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Congratulations…. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Here’s Julian with his gorgeous new 

baby brother Maximilian David... 

...and here’s Beau with his beautiful 

new brother, Jasper Jude. 

We were delighted to have some 

wonderful baby news from two of 

our families this week. 
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And Finally….Some Other Lovely Moments From Our Week... 

___________________________________________


