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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

It has been Christmas productions week at SHPPS, and what a week it has been!   

One of the great traditions of Pre-Prep life is the Christmas performances by both EYFS and KS1 children.  It’s only 
when they are in full swing that Christmas becomes a reality and the festive season can gather momentum. 

This year’s productions of ‘We’re Going on a Baby Hunt’ and ‘Woolly’ were both fabulous.  They were full of 
tremendous energy, beautiful group and solo singing, and confidently spoken lines.  After each performance I tried to 
take a step back and remember just how young these children are, reflecting on their incredible achievements of 
putting on such brilliant shows.  Opportunities like these do wonders for developing the confidence of the children, 
and help them become used to speaking and performing in front of an audience. 

On the subject of audiences, it was such a treat having many of you in school this week to see the various shows.  
Thank you, as always, for your incredible support, and I do hope you thoroughly enjoyed seeing the children perform.   

A few of us had the pleasure of attending the Shrewsbury House Year 3 Christmas Show on Thursday.  It was so 
good to see the boys from SHPPS leading the way, clearly settled, happy and thriving in their new environment. 

Speaking of Shrewsbury House, a date for your diaries next term.  Friday 29
th
 January we are hosting a special 

‘Future Schools Information Morning’ with Joanna Hubbard, Executive Head of Shrewsbury House.  I will send out 
full details in due course.  

Next week sees our final 2 ½ days of term.  Monday is our special whole school Christmas Day with Carol Service 
Rehearsal, Lunch, a visit from Father Christmas, and class parties, all while dressed in our Christmas jumpers.  We 
look forward to seeing many of you at our Carol Service next Wednesday morning at Holy Trinity Church, Claygate, 
which will officially end our Winter Term.  

Have a lovely weekend.  

 

Jon Akhurst, Head 



Nursery 

Reception 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This week in Reception we have been 
incredibly busy! We performed beautifully in our 
show 'We're Going on a Baby Hunt' and loved 
showing our families our version of the Christmas 
story. We enjoyed having our families visit us for 
Christmas craft morning too. 

In class, we have been making Christmas themed 
repeating patterns and writing letters to Father 
Christmas. A rather naughty elf has appeared! On 
Wednesday he decorated our Christmas tree with 
loo roll!  On Tuesday he put glitter in our carpet 
spaces and on Friday he climbed on to the ceiling to 
cut one of our paper chains in half!  We discussed 
how to encourage our Elf how to be 'On Track' even 
when something as exciting as Christmas is just 
around the corner. 

On Wednesday evening, the Reception 
children were invited back to school in their 
pyjamas to listen to some Christmas stories by 
candlelight. We listened to stories by a roaring fire 
as we ate delicious cookies and drank hot 
chocolate.  

We are certainly ready for the weekend after such a 
busy week! 

The Reception Team 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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It was a joy to welcome many of our Nursery 
parents into the Christmas Craft morning on 
Monday. The children were so excited to share all 
of the Christmas crafts with their parents. Many 
children started the session making a beautiful 
star, which they covered in glitter and sequins (I 
think there were a few families pleased that all the 
glitter and glue was used in Nursery, rather than at 
home!). Next were Christmas pudding Christmas 
cards. It was lovely to hear the children discussing 
with their grown ups who was going to be the lucky 
recipient of the card - Dax was going to the post 
box to post it personally! The children then 
decorated gingerbread people for the tree. Some 
were very traditional and others slightly more 
quirky... 

The highlight our our week was watching the 
children perform in the EYFS Christmas production 
“We’re going on a Baby Hunt!”  We were 
exceptionally proud of all the children. 

The Nursery Team 



Year One 

Year Two 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Year 1 have had an extremely enjoyable week, the highlight being 
their phenomenal performances as the cast of the musical Woolly. 
The Year 1 staff were extremely proud of every single one of the 
children who gave their all, confidently and enthusiastically singing, 
dancing and acting.  

In English, the children have been completing descriptive winter 
writing, using adjectives and alliteration to describe sparkly snowy 
scenes. The children have also made and written beautiful snowman 
Christmas cards which we hope their families will enjoy.   

In Maths, the children have been practising their number bonds up 
to 20, ensuring that they use their bonds to 10 to support their 
equations. We have also been investigating a range of objects in 
science, identifying materials such as rubber, metals, wood and 
glass and understanding their properties including transparency, 
flexibility and strength.   

The Year 1 Team would like to thank all the parents who came in 
and supported their children to make the Christmas crafts on 
Monday and supported the children in their performances.  

The Year One Team 

This week in Year Two we have been very focussed on our Christmas 

production of Woolly and we were so proud of ourselves for performing 

so well.  We know all of our parents enjoyed watching us!  

In English, we continue to study poetry inspired by the traditional poem 

“A visit from St Nicholas”.  We looked at the rhythm and rhyme of the 

poem and created our own list of Christmas rhyming words. We then 

turned these into Christmas poems which we enjoyed performing in 

class.  They made us feel warm and cosy and Cam B even asked for a 

hot chocolate to accompany the activity! 

In maths, we have been thinking further about multiplication by making 

and sorting into equal groups and performing repeated addition.  We are 

looking forward to all the Christmas activities next week! 

 

The Year Two Team 



Celebration Assembly 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________
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House Points 

Yellow: 69 

Red: 100 

Green: 86 

Blue: 82 
 

In Celebration Assembly today we congratulated our TRACK 

Award winners Xavi, Theo S, David, Noah and Joey and the whole 

of 2BW for Teamwork for their amazing production of “Woolly”. 

Our Writers of the Week were Seb, Cam B and Zach C. 

We wished a Happy Birthday to Ladi and Joshua. 
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SPPA News... 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In Other News... 

  

As the December holidays draw near, we would like to thank all the parents 
and children for their support. This half term has been busy with bake sales, 
elf raffles, CHEER collection and our very own winter land grotto. Thank you 
again and we wish your families a very happy festive season. 
  
If you would like to sneak in one final coffee (in peace) before the holidays, 
please join the SPPA team on Monday 6

th
 Dec at The Swan after drop off for 

our final meeting for 2021. 

The SHPPS Magical Christmas Post Box is now open! 

Please bring in your Christmas cards for friends and 

teachers and post them on Monday and Tuesday.  

(Please remember to write the class on the envelope 

as well as a name!)   

All the cards will be delivered on Tuesday afternoon 

and will go home in book bags. 

Zac B won the annual SHPPS Christmas Card 

competition!  His beautiful design will feature on 

the front of Mr Akhurst’s cards this year. 


