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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ice on our car windscreens has been a very wintery development this week, with 
the seasons seeming to have moved on apace upon our return from half-term.   

The cold, crisp days have seen some glorious sunshine too, perfect for Nursery 
and Reception’s trip to Forest School today, where hot chocolate and sparklers 
provided warmth and excitement.   

The sparklers were a Bonfire Day treat, though they also helped reinforce this 
week’s teaching on Diwali, the Festival of Light, which I know a number of you 
have been celebrating.  I do hope you have enjoyed some special times with 
friends and family. 

Our TRACK value this week has been Teamwork, with a focus on ‘opportunities 
for all’, something we at SHPPS are particularly committed to providing.  Over 
these next few weeks there will be lots of opportunities for all of our children, 
and for you as parents to support, with Remembrance, sports fixtures, craft 
morning and various Christmas events all in the calendar.  Speaking of calendars, 
please do refer to the calendar you will find in the Parent Portal section of the 
website for details and timings of upcoming events.  

We are looking forward to seeing many of you at our Parents’ Evenings next 
week, where you can physically meet your child’s teacher and hear, and see, 
how they are getting on.  It will be so good to have you all in school.  

Have a lovely weekend.  

Jon Akhurst, 

Head 



Nursery 
 

Reception 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Happy Diwali to all the families in the SHPPS community who are 
celebrating this week. Nursery have begun their Let's celebrate! 
topic by learning about the Sikh and Hindu festival of Diwali as we 
consider how families celebrate these special occasions. 
The children have shown great insight in finding links between 
different festivals and have also enjoyed learning new things about 
them. "I have candles on my birthday cake too. They are Fireman 
Sam!"  Theo (talking about Diwali Diva candles), "I have decorations 
for Hallowe’en" Alice (referring to decorating the home ). "They have 
special food and special nice clothes for Diwali" Rupert  

The children developed their handwriting when writing their names 
for Diwali cards and their mark-making skills by creating patterns in 
salt and chalk on the floor. They have also been busy counting 
candles and fireworks with some of our children thinking about “one 
more and one less” as well. We are looking forward to telling you 
even more about different celebrations over the next few weeks! 

 

The Nursery Team 

This week in Reception we have been learning about why 
we celebrate Bonfire Night in the UK. We heard the story  
of Guy Fawkes’ plans to blow up the Houses of Parliament 
and we discussed how this links to the Fundamental British 
Value of The Rule of Law. We all agreed that Guy Fawkes 
did not make a very good choice! 

We worked hard with our writing this week, making posters 
about firework safety.  We also created some impressive 
writing using really good “describing words” such as 'bang, 
pop, multicoloured and rainbow' to describe the fireworks 
we had seen in a video. 

Finally, as a surprise, we went to the field to celebrate our 
very own “Fifth of November” by having hot chocolate and 
holding our very own sparkler. We were so impressed by 
the maturity shown by the children in keeping themselves 
and their friends safe. We hope everyone has a lovely 
weekend watching the fireworks! 

The Reception Team 



Year One 

Year Two 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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The children came back to school in very high 
spirits this week. They had lots to tell us about 
their half term holidays! Thank you for  your 
support with the children’s home-learning over the 
break, we loved reading their holiday diaries!  

In preparation for our assembly next week, we 
have been thinking about Remembrance Day. In 
English we wrote acrostic poems to spell out the 
word BRAVE. We loved this example from Theo. 

In our topic work, we have been thinking about 
toys that we play with, ready to learn all about the 
history of toys. We have linked this to our science 
work, learning about everyday materials and 
discussing  the different materials toys are made 
from.  

The Year One Team 

Year Two children have enjoyed their research into 
the causes of the Great Fire of London.  This week 
we compared London in 1666 to the present day 
and talked about the unhygienic conditions in 
which the population lived.  We used conjunctions 
to join sentences comparing life in the two different 
times.  We made excellent predictions about what 
might happen to London and its people during the 
Great Fire and wrote warnings and gave advice to 
the inhabitants using our common exception words 
should, would and could. In computing, we used 
the Chromebooks to play a game, making 
decisions about how the people of London could 
put out the fire.   

We have discussed the festival of Diwali and the 
history of Bonfire Night.  At Forest School we 
made small bonfires for our Forest Friends.  We 
made sure the leaves and wood were dry so they 
would burn easily.  We also learnt how to make a 
tripod using sticks.     

The Year Two Team 



__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Celebration 

Assembly 
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This week in Assembly, we congratulated our 
Track Award winners who were Ollie, Cam B, 
Ted and Leo.  Value Trackers were awarded to 
Zach, Lakshman and Danny.  Mr Akhurst read 
out some of Nathan’s beautiful written work, 
which earned him the title of Writer of the 
Week.  Finally, Mr Akhurst asked Harrison S to 
join him in order to congratulate him on his 
beautiful singing when the children were 
practising their Remembrance Day hymn, “Make 
Me a Channel of Your Peace”.   

House 

Points  

Yellow 54 

Red 41 

Blue 48 

Green 64 

Jam Jar Appeal: 

Miss Marcou has asked for any 

clean, glass jam jars (with lids) 

please, for the next Holiday Club 

project!  Many thanks. 


