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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

I have enjoyed seeing samples of written work this week from all different year groups, with many examples of 
significant development and progress.  From our youngest children in Nursery who have been demonstrating 
aspiration as they set out on their writing journey, to the ‘books’ that Reception have been creating, through to our 
KS1 children who have produced some excellent independent pieces this week, pens and pencils have been busily 
scribing away with some impressive results.  

I spoke to the whole school this week about Road Safety, coming under the umbrella of our TRACK value of Care.  
We discussed people who help us to stay safe, while reminding the children of the importance of safety around 
school, including when walking up to the field, or when leaving or arriving at school.  Please do reinforce road safety 
awareness with your children this weekend.  

Despite the new chill in the air, we have again enjoyed some good weather, including on Thursday when the whole 
of Year 1 represented the school in football matches with Danes Hill.  It was a fantastic afternoon, full of excellent 
football and sportsmanship.  The children were a real credit to their school. 

Finally, returning to writing, our Year Two children created some brilliant descriptive pieces from their study of ‘A 
Visit from St Nicholas’ with the main character’s ‘jelly-like belly’ featuring heavily.  Christmas will dominate the final 
two weeks of term starting with the Craft Morning on Monday and ending on Wednesday 8th December with our 
Carol Service at Holy Trinity Church. It is a very special time and we look forward to sharing much of it with you. 

Have a good weekend and a wishing a very Happy Hanukkah to everyone celebrating. 

Jon Akhurst  

Head 



Nursery 

Reception 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 
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We thought you might like to hear what the 
Nursery children have been up to in  Forest 
School. Last week, we discovered that our 
forest friends had gone missing!  Mr Akhurst 
was very worried about them and asked the 
children to go on a mission to find them.  When 
we arrived in the forest, we discovered that the 
animals had fallen asleep in the trees.  We 
thought they may be hibernating.  The children 
decided to photograph them so they could be 
found again easily. 

The children had a wonderful time finding the 
animals and developing photography skills on 
their iPads. Mrs Burger was very proud of the 
way the children were able to work as a team to 
take the photos and share resources and Mr 
Akhurst was delighted to know that the animals 
were safe and well.   

The Nursery Team 

“Wisdom begins in wonder,” observed the philosopher Socrates. On Monday morning Reception children were 
thrilled when they arrived in their classroom to discover a pile of gleaming gold-covered chocolate coins!  They tried 
hard to imagine who had left them.  Perhaps they were doubloons, mislaid by a forgetful pirate?  It transpired that 
they were Hanukkah coins or “gelt” and they provided a delicious introduction to this week’s topic of Hanukkah.  The 
children were fascinated to learn about the significance of the Menorah and they especially enjoyed playing the 
dreidl game! 

On Thursday we were perplexed when we heard loud snoring noises in the classroom!  The children suggested 
possible culprits.  They discounted Mr Akhurst, as his office was too far away for the sound to travel effectively.  
Eventually we discovered that a large, friendly bear was sound asleep for the winter.  This led to a class discussion 
about hibernation and subsequent research into which animals might hibernate during the winter months and why.   

The Reception Team 



Year One 

Year Two 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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This week, Year Two children enjoyed reading the classic poem 'A 
Visit from St Nicholas’ by Clement Clarke Moore.  They recognised a 
lot of the phrases but had been unaware of their source.  The 
children found it was easy to remember the words and perform the 
poem because of the rhyming words and used their retrieval and 
inference skills to find and record adjectives to describe St 
Nicholas.  The children wrote some brilliant descriptions using 
conjunctions to join their sentences.   

In maths, we have continued to learn about money and we are now 
much better at finding totals.  We have also been comparing amounts 
of money and using the language 'greater than” and 'less than'.  We 
have worked out the difference between amounts and how to give 
change.   

It was lovely to spend some time this week thinking about friendship 
and how we support one another.  We enjoyed making Christmas 
cards for our elderly friends at Cheer, and showing that we care.   

 

The Year Two Team 

 

Year One children were excited to welcome Heidi from 

Chertsey Museum on Tuesday, with her collection of historical 

toys and games. The children were really interested to learn 

how and why toys have changed over the last two hundred 

years and were surprised to see an antique doll with real 

human hair and a spinning top that could be kept rotating 

using a whip. Workshop sessions included a historical study of 

metal and wooden toys, outdoor games, and a huge selection 

of replica Victorian toys for the children to play with. Our 

science curriculum was supplemented through the 

understanding of how and why materials have changed over 

time. The children were inspired to write about their 

experiences, having gained a wealth of knowledge and insight 

from the sessions. 

The Year One Team 

 

 



Celebration Assembly 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________
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House Points 

Yellow:86 

Red: 68 

Green: 72 

Blue: 72 
 

In today’s assembly, we congratulated our TRACK Award winners Florence, Huxley, Sasha, Lakshman, Raffi and 

Kodi.  Liam was proud to receive his Values Tracker Certificate.   

Our Writers of the Week were Ted, Zac and Ivy. 

We sang Happy Birthday to Harrison, Artie, Ethan and Belle. 

Finally, Danny was delighted that Yellow House won the house points competition for a second week! 
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Calling all Santa’s little helpers!  

Win the chance to be an Elf for the day and help Father Christmas deliver presents at school! 

You will have received an envelope this week in your child’s bag. Please return it to school by Wednesday 1st 
December, with cash or cheque enclosed. (Cheques payable to Shrewsbury House Pre-Prep Association.)  

Elf Raffle Tickets are £1 each, and the draw will take place in assembly on Friday 3rd December.  

GOOD LUCK! 

 

The SPPA Team 

SPPA News... 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We are always so 

happy when children 

who have left us return 

for a visit.  We were 

especially delighted to 

welcome Theo this 

week, who popped in 

to see us to let us 

know how he is getting 

on at Shrewsbury 

House.  Theo was 

pleased to catch up 

with all his old 

teachers, the guinea 

pigs and Mr Akhurst!   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We love this gorgeous photo of Olly, 

who is currently with his family in 

China, looking after his Grandad.  Olly 

is holding his new Lego toy! 

In Other News... 

We were delighted to welcome 

Mr Claeys, who is one of our 

Governors, to school on 

Wednesday.  He was 

accompanied by Hazel, his 

beautiful Golden Retriever who 

is the much loved “school dog” 

at his school, The Moat in 

Fulham.   


