Friday, 8 October 2021

Shrewsbury House Pre-Prep
Newsletter

This week, we have considered our TRACK value of Care. In Monday’s assembly I spoke to the children about the
important subject of racial segregation, linking in to Black History Month, and how we all should care about
something so unjust. Despite the mature theme, even the Reception children present grasped just how wrong racial
prejudice is, and they asked some profound questions. Our Year 2 children joined in the discussion with stories of
individuals such as Rosa Parks, Muhammad Ali, and the English footballers who had all suffered discrimination
based upon their skin colour, yet were determined to address this injustice and change people’s thinking. Please do
talk to your children about this important subject and I hope you are as impressed by their awareness and
understanding as I was.

Today we held our first Open Morning for over three years, with our most recent attempt postponed in the first few
days of the initial lockdown. The school was alive with visitors with a wonderful buzz and an air of positivity
apparent. The children excelled themselves once again, representing the school superbly, warmly welcoming our
guests and showcasing the school brilliantly well.
In a similar vein, our Year 2 children were excellent ambassadors of the school on Wednesday during their day trip to
Brooklands. It is lovely to see trips and outings featuring in the curriculum again after this last 18 months, and this
coming week it’s the turn of Year 1 who head to Wisley.
Enjoy the sunshine forecast for this weekend!
Jon Akhurst, Head
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Nursery

“We explored
different tastes
and textures.”

This week our topic of “Ourselves” has led us to
consider our senses. We really enjoyed the story
of 'Peace at Last', where poor Mr Bear couldn't
sleep due to all the night time noises. The children
loved acting out the story in our role play kitchen
and recreating the different sounds.
We explored different tastes and textures when
we made our lovely fruit salad one afternoon. The
teachers challenged the children to extend their
vocabulary as they spoke about what they could
taste and feel. "Nice " just wasn't an option!
The Nursery Team

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reception
As we continue our topic of “Friendship”, we have been
reading and discussing some wonderfully inspirational books,
including “Wisp, A Story of Hope”, about a little boy who lives
in a refugee camp. “The Dot” by Peter H Reynolds is about a
little girl called Vashti who believes she can’t draw, until her
teacher encourages her to see what a wonderful artist she
really is. Vashti goes on to help a friend realise that he too
has amazing talent. In their own art lessons this week, the
children studied the work of abstract artist Wassily Kandinsky
and produced beautiful creations using oil pastels.
We have learnt four more phonic sounds this week and the
children are very excited to take part in Mrs Davies-Duddy’s
Writing Challenge.

The Reception Team

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Year One
“At Forest School, the
children searched for
signs of Autumn.”

In English, Year 1 have started reading the story book
Worrysaurus by Rachel Bright and Chris Chatterton.
The children have impressed us with their use of
adjectives, comparing the dinosaur’s feelings before,
during and after his adventure.
In Maths, the children have been writing number
sentences to demonstrate all of the different ways to
make 10 and 20 using two and three numbers.
At Forest School, the children searched for signs of
Autumn, before using the ipads to take and edit
photographs of autumn leaves. They also spent time
potting up their jungle cuttings ready to take home
next week. Using their experience at Forest School as
inspiration, the children have been producing
beautiful finger paintings of Autumn trees.
The children are really excited about their first
excursion of the year to RHS Garden Wisley on
Wednesday 13th October, where we will be focusing
our attention on understanding the types of vegetation
that have survived since prehistoric times.
The Year One Team

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Year Two
Year Two’s topic of “Transport” continued with a day out at
Brooklands Museum! The sun was shining as we set off on the
Shrewsbury House coach. We were all full of energy and
excitement. First we went to visit the aircraft museum and saw lots
of old planes. We were even allowed to go inside one and see
where the pilot and navigator would sit. After a short break we
heard all about the old Brooklands race track and made our
own racing cars out of pegs and wooden wheels. We were able to
race them down a ramp.
After lunch we sat on a Concorde and thought about what it might
have felt like to fly at high speed. We looked around the bus
museum and compared the old and new buses. We were given
tickets and really enjoyed looking at the catering bus where you
could eat your lunch! It was then back to the aircraft factory to
make our own model planes and find out a little more about the
machinery that was needed to bend the metal. We all had so
much fun!
The Year Two Team

__________________________________________________________________
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Celebration
Assembly
This week, we were delighted to sing a
belated Happy Birthday to David, and to
Monty, who celebrated his birthday this
week.
We congratulated Harrison and Ollie, who
both won the “Writer of the Week” award
in Year Two.
TRACK Certificates were awarded to Eloise,
Agastya, George, Gabriel, Conan and Oran.
Values Tracker Certificates were awarded
to Eloise, Lenny, Harley, Ollie and Felix.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Week Ahead...

We are accepting Harvest Donations in school on
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

Wednesday: Year One Trip to Wisley
Thursday: Year Two Harvest Assembly
(Year Two Parents are invited for refreshments from
08.45am, Assembly starts at 9.15am.)
Friday: Half Term begins at the end of school. No
Football Club.
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