
SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Friday 18 June 2021 

NEWSLETTER 

As I write my piece for the newsletter, a chap called Noah has just knocked at the door asking if we have any 
spare gopher wood for an ark he is building.  It has been a very British week of weather, hasn’t it? 

The rain stayed away sufficiently to allow us to celebrate ‘French Day’ on Thursday, with various enjoyable 
activities throughout the school.    We welcomed ten new youngsters this week, as our Living Eggs hatched into 
young chicks.  They have all stayed safely tucked away in their warm, cosy environment, happily cheeping at 
passing children and staff or simply looking cute and fluffy for their own You Tube live stream.  The children 
have so enjoyed seeing them grow over the course of the week, stealing the odd cuddle and stroke wherever 
possible.   

Our plans for the last two weeks of term are virtually finalised, in the light of government guidelines issued on 
Monday.  Many of the activities are weather dependent, as they have to take place outside, so do pray for fine 
conditions!  It is hard to believe that there are just two weeks left of term, and our Year 2 children are on the 
home straight of their SHPPS journey.  We aim to finish well, providing some more very special memories to 
add to the many they already have.   

I’m off to check with Noah that the ark has a TV on it, so I can watch the football tonight, 
while keeping safe from the flood.  Have a good weekend.   

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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Nursery... 

Nursery children have enjoyed another wonderful week filled with sunshine, smiles and lots of amazing learning.  

We were all so excited to see the eggs arrive in the incubator. We watched and waited until finally, out popped 

the first little chick.   The children had fun using their maths skills to calculate how many chicks had hatched and 

how many remained inside their egg shells.  It was very hard to count the fluffy little chicks as they kept moving 

around and climbing over each other! 

Thursday was our fun-filled French Day and luckily we all had passports to allow us into our French area. The 

games were ‘magnifique’, but we all agreed the croissants were the very best thing of all!  

Road safety was the focus for our slightly damp time outside on Friday.  Not only did the children hold hands and 

walk beautifully to the field, they remembered to listen, not talk, and keep their eyes focused on the path ahead.  

Their impeccable behaviour was rewarded with a super snack and more fun, road safety role play activities. 

 

The Nursery Team 
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YEAR 1 Year Two... 

Year Two children have been learning about position and direction.  We have been learning how to say where an 
object is and in which direction it has moved.  We have spent a lot of time getting to know our left from our 
right! We have enjoyed being directed around the classroom and making half and quarter turns.  We used our 
knowledge of direction in Geography to learn the four compass points and find our way around a map.   

The dragons have been causing us some issues! We have been reading The Dragon Machine by Helen Ward.  In 
the story the dragons cause a lot of mess around George's house.  Ours have been hiding in different places 
around the classroom.  They like to hide in the computer cupboard and they like to sit on the shelf.  They hang 
themselves from the washing line and collect House Points for themselves! We have been writing the story of 
our dragons and how we managed to tame them.   

The children have spent a lot of the week writing and practising for our Leavers’ Assembly.  It has been amazing 
to think about all the wonderful things we have done at SHPPS and the lovely teachers we have had.   

We can't wait to share our memories with you! 

 

The Year Two Team 
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YEAR 1 Writer of the Week... 

Jean-Pierre is Year One’s Writer of the Week for his 
wonderful Weekend News writing, using lovely 

vocabulary and excellent sentence starters.   
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YEAR 1 Writer of the Week... 

Congratulations to Senan in Year 

Two for writing this excellent 

explanation of how dragons hunt 

and kill their prey. 
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YEAR 1 Writer of the Week... 

Congratulations to Taran  in 

Year Two, who wrote about 

dragons’ dietary needs and 

natural habitat! 
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French Day at SHPPS... 

The children had a wonderful day on Thursday with all things French!   

They were given passports to enter the country,  which they had stamped with an official stamp!  The playground 

was transformed with Tricoleur bunting and accordion music.    A  very authentic French Café had appeared and 

they  were able to ask for un jus de pomme, un jus d’orange, un croissant  and un pain au chocolat .  We finished 

off with a wonderful game of Pétanque.  I was delighted to see the wonderful outfits which the children wore.  

Everyone had made a huge effort.  Lunch was a French-themed gastronomic delight, including poulet a la 

suprème and profiteroles, which proved very popular!   

The children had a wonderful time.   

Bon weekend! 

Madame Tranter 
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Celebration Assembly... 
 

House Points 

Yellow - 42 

Green 46 

Blue 37 

Red 26 

 

On a rainy Friday morning, we gathered in our socially 
distanced bubbles in the Sports Hall to celebrate the children’s 

achievements.   

Mr Akhurst presented Taran, Aydin, Oscar and Frank with their 
sports medals.   

We cheered Green House, who won the House Points 
Competition,  applauded all the TRACK  award winners who are 

listed on the next page and congratulated Jean-Pierre, Taran 
and Senan, who are our Writers of the Week this week. 

Finally, we sang Happy Birthday to Ollie and Eloise.  We  
enjoyed seeing Eloise’s  birthday book “Little People, Big 

Dreams - Captain Tom Moore”,  which she is kindly donating to 
the school library in advance of her birthday tomorrow.  
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Track Certificates were Awarded to: 

 

TRACK  News... 

Nursery 

Kodi for Resilience 

Xander for Caring 

Year One 

Ollie for Kindness 

Cameron W for Care 

Ivy for Aspiration  

Danny for Resilience  

 

Year Two 

Benji for Aspiration  

Joe for Aspiration  

 

Values Trackers   
 Senan and Joe 

Reception 

Ted for Aspiration  

Artie for Resilience  
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Poultry News... 
The Living Eggs caused a stir when they arrived this week.  It didn't take them very long to hatch and the children 

were delighted to observe their progress.  Teachers noted an increase in “visits to the loo” as the children 

wanted to linger at the incubator on the way back!    

Towards the end of the week, the reasons behind Mrs Davies-Duddy’s love of “a dress with pockets” became 

apparent...  

We were delighted to have had an offer from a parent who would like to adopt some of the chicks.  If you feel 

you could provide a loving home for the others, please get in touch with the School Office! 
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SPPA News... 

Kids’ Beach Party 

Let your child hula on over for an afternoon of fun on Monday 28th June, with music, games and beach party 
treats! Brush off those beach party clothes or dazzle in your Hawaiian shirts and bring them in to change for the 

party.  

EYFS party: 3-3.45pm 

KS1 party: 4-4.45pm 

Tickets cost £10 per child, which includes a hot dog, dessert and a drink. 

Please RSVP by Tuesday 22nd June, with your child’s name and class to sppassoc@gmail.com, and make 
payment via BACS to the SPPA account 

Please note, this is a children-only party, and parents should follow social distancing guidelines at collection.  

SPPA Summer Social 

We are now at full capacity for the Summer Drinks on Thursday 24th June, so unfortunately we cannot accept 
any further RSVPs. All accepted tickets should have had contact from the SPPA team - if you haven’t received an 

email back, please do get in contact at sppassoc@gmail.com to confirm your tickets.  

 
Treasurer 

SPPA's fantastic Treasurer, Tatjana, will be leaving us this year as her son departs SHPPS for his new big school, 
so we are looking for a new volunteer to take on this role. If you are interested,  please do contact the SPPA 

team.  

The SPPA Team 

mailto:sppassoc@gmail.com
mailto:sppassoc@gmail.com
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Happy Birthday  

Happy Birthday to Ollie!   

We love these gorgeous photos of 

him celebrating his 6th birthday. 
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IN OTHER NEWS… Quote of the Week! 

If you aren’t already following us 
on Twitter our handle is 

@shspreprep and we regularly 
update the account with news on 
the exciting activities in which the 

children are taking part. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

“...when I get to Year Two I’m going to use my Year 

Three handwriting.  That’s even smaller than a 

grown-up’s.” 

Cam B, 1JB 

(...setting his targets for next year). 

Reception Children:  “Mrs Webb, what’s your favourite 

flavour of ice cream?” (various guesses followed). 

Mrs Webb: “um….marscapone & caramelised fig, from 

Venchi in Richmond upon Thames?!”   

William:  “I KNEW it!” 
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YEAR 1  And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 
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YEAR 1  (...and a few more.) 


