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Friday 21 May 2021 

NEWSLETTER 

It has been a frustrating week weather wise as we have all attempted to dodge the regular, rather drastic 
downpours, and generally yearned for some summer sunshine.  The outdoors, nature and the environment have 
all featured significantly at SHPPS this week, with butterflies, bees, and farm animals the subject of work and 
activities. 

To mark ‘Walk to School Week’ we reminisced about our pre-Covid ‘Walking Bus’ initiative and discussed how 
walking is good for our minds and bodies, as well as the environment.  Yesterday’s ‘World Bee Day’ gave focus to 
the Year 1 children who considered the natural world and life cycles, discovering how various creatures change 
and develop over time.  In a similar vein, Reception children have enjoyed seeing their Painted Lady butterflies 
emerge from their chrysalis state to be set free into the big wide world today.  I think there may have been a tear 
or two shed as their classroom friends departed for pastures new. 

I have enjoyed dropping into several music lessons this week, both class lessons and individual sessions.  Music is 
a wonderful way to lift spirits and seeing and hearing young children display confidence, determination and 
dedication has certainly done that this week.  I am so looking forward to our upcoming Music Festival next 
Tuesday.  It’s still not quite the same without parents here but we will do all we can to record the event to give 
you access to the performances. 

It looks like another soggy weekend but I hope you might be able to find time to enjoy a walk, appreciate nature 
or simply listen to some beautiful music.   

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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YEAR 1 Reception... 
This week we have been very busy 
learning about different sea 
creatures. We watched a video 
about them and thought of lots of 
really good adjectives to describe 
the different creatures. We used 
these words to write our very own 
repeating poems. 

The crab went pinch, pinch, pinch. 

The shark went snap, snap, snap. 

The jellyfish went wobble, wobble, 
wobble. 

The sea is blue.  

 Theo 

 

The shark went whoosh, whoosh, 
whoosh. 

The stingray went sting, sting, 
sting. 

The jellyfish went wobble, wobble, 
wobble. 

I love the blue sea.  

 Julian  

In maths we practised using 
different coins to buy items. We 
bought various sea creatures and 
totalled the amounts. We 
discovered that there 
definitely isn't a three pence or a 
four pence coin in the British 
monetary system! 

Finally, with much excitement and 
a little sadness we said goodbye to 
the Reception butterflies. We 
have watched them grow from 
very tiny caterpillars  into 
chrysalides and finally into 
beautiful butterflies. We carefully 
carried them into the kitchen 
garden to set them free. We all 
gave them a big wave as they flew 
off up into the sky. 

 

The Reception Team 
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YEAR 1 Year One... 

Year One children have enjoyed their 

maths focus this week, looking at 

fractions of shapes,  quantity and 

problem solving tasks.  We have 

practised using a ruler carefully to 

draw straight lines to help divide 

shapes equally and have worked very 

well collaboratively to share amounts 

into two or four groups to find halves 

and quarters.   

We have been working on story 

comparisons in English between the 

traditional tale of Jack and the 

Beanstalk and the less familiar story 

Jim and the Beanstalk!  We started 

the week looking at the plot, 

characters and settings and 

answering comprehension questions 

about both stories.  We were then 

able to select information to write 

sentences identifying similarities and 

differences between the stories.   

On Thursday we embraced World 

Bee Day with huge enthusiasm!  The 

children loved sharing their own 

knowledge of bees and developed an 

excellent understanding of why bees 

are so important to us and the 

positive impact they have on our 

ecosystem.  We went on a hunt 

around the playground to find fact 

cards with information about 

habitats, diet, and appearance as 

well as some very interesting fun 

facts about bees! We have used our 

learning to start creating our own 

research books and look forward to 

continuing our bee-focused learning 

when we explore life cycles, bee-

keeping and try honey tasting next 

week! 

 

The Year One Team 
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YEAR 1 Writer of the Week...Year Two... 

We loved Eshan’s evocative piece of writing.  
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YEAR 1 Writer of the Week...Year Two Continued! 

Congratulations to George, for this 

beautiful piece.  
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YEAR 1 Writer of the Week...Year One 

Congratulations to Ivy, for this lovely 

description of a children’s playground. 
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Music News... 

We are so proud of our children’s musical talent, 

the wide range of  instruments they choose and 

the diversity of the pieces they play. 

This week, Mrs Wei-Pritchard invited Mr Akhurst 

to listen to Nathan, who played Musette perfectly 

on the piano; Miss Forbes was proud of Year One 

children playing Frere Jacques on their 

glockenspiels and Mr Tsourelis invited Mr Akhurst 

to listen to Theo and Arthur playing a lively 

version of Back to Black!  
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Sports with Mr Woodcock... 

What a lovely week of sports despite the very mixed 

weather!  Sports Day preparations have gathered 

momentum across the whole school.  

In Nursery, team relay races have taken centre stage, 

while we have also continued to work at dribbling 

footballs, changing direction and using different parts of 

our feet to move the ball.   

In Reception we have been working on our accuracy and 

throwing skills, aiming beanbags into hoops using 

underarm throws.  We have also practised relay races.   

Year One children have had great fun at the Field, trying 

shot put, javelin and even running races with hurdles. 

Year Two had an indoor athletics tournament in the Hall 

which was great fun.  Lots of points were scored with 

some amazing relay races, brilliant hurdles and some huge 

javelin throws (we felt we were in the presence of some 

future professional athletes!). 

 Mr Woodcock  

Congratulations to our 

Sports Stars of the Week:  

 Kelly 

Toby 

Ivy  

Eshan 
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Your Amazing Achievements... 

Congratulations to Toran, who was proud to 

show us his certificate for swimming 15 

metres underwater! 

We love this photo of Joshua, who was very 
excited to continue the “Three Little Pigs” 

theme last weekend by building his very own 
house of sticks! 
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Celebration Assembly... 

We are proud of all the children’s achievements this week, including the TRACK award winners who are listed 

on the next page.    

Yellow House won the House Competition this week. 

House Points 

Yellow - 92 

Red - 91 

Green - 82 

Blue - 70  
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 TRACK  News... 

Nursery 

David for Resilience 

Shree for Kindness 

Otto for Resilience 

Year One 

Agastya for Aspiration 

Nathan for Care 

Year Two 

Thomas for Resilience 

Aydin for Aspiration 

Reception 

George for Aspiration  

Edward for Aspiration  

Gabriel for Aspiration  

 

Values Trackers:  

Frank, Aydin, Charlie, George 
and Thomas 
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Happy Birthday!  

 We love this photo of Immie walking to school with Harrison on her 4th 

birthday! 
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IN OTHER NEWS… Quote of the Week! 

If you aren’t already following us 
on Twitter our handle is 

@shspreprep and we regularly 
update the account with news on 
the exciting activities in which the 

children are taking part. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

Quote of the Week 

 

Quote of 

“I’m aiming high.” 

Frank, 2BW 

(...embracing the school motto as he embarked 

on a piece of descriptive writing.) 
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YEAR 1  And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 
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YEAR 1  (...and a few more.) 


