
SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Friday 23 April 2021 

NEWSLETTER 

It really has been a stunning first week back of the summer term, with ‘not a cloud in the sky’ (a phrase we 
explored together in our St George’s Day Assembly today).  It has been a fantastic week and the children have 
been a joy to have in school. 

We were delighted to welcome six new children into the School this week, joining our new ‘Hedgehog, Fox and 
Badger’ Nursery classes.  These three classes have formalised the small groups we established last term and are 
designed to help prepare the older children for their transition to our Reception class in September while 
providing the younger children with even more focused, age-appropriate learning.  The children have been very 
excitedly describing themselves as their associated British mammal, all three of which can be seen locally and 
play a part in our own Forest School.   

Another exciting addition to the school has been the introduction by Miss Forbes of ukuleles to the  Year Two 
music curriculum, as seen in the photo above!  

Our outdoor Celebration Assembly today allowed the whole school to gather, though still in their own well-
spaced bubbles.  There is a positive feeling of some kind of normality returning, though important restrictions 
are still in place and must be carefully adhered to.  We hope to be able to confirm some events for the end of 
this term that will allow you access to the school – these will be confirmed as soon as the government allows us 
to proceed.  

I look forward to seeing you all on Monday for a full week of school, including the restart of our 
clubs and activities programme.  Do make the most of the sunshine this weekend!   

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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Nursery... 

There has been a buzz of excitement and joy as the children returned to school, enjoying learning and playing 

alongside their friends.  Our new joiners were welcomed by their classmates and have settled very well and 

shown curiosity and enthusiasm while exploring their new surroundings. 

The children have enjoyed lots of outdoor play in this super summer sunshine.   They love their redeveloped play 

areas including the fabulous outdoor “mud kitchen”! 

Thursday was Earth Day, and the classes discussed how we can take care of 

our beautiful planet by picking up rubbish and recycling. 

The children were surprised to see lots of rubbish all over the floor in their 

Nursery classes! After learning about different kinds of materials, they 

enjoyed sorting it into piles, ready for recycling. 

 

 

The  Nursery Team 
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YEAR 1 Reception... 
We have had a great start to 
the new term and it has been lovely 
to see the Reception children 
return to school raring to go! 

This week as part of our new topic 
'Roars, Paws and Claws' we have 
been looking at minibeasts. We 
listened to the story of The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar and have found 
out about the life cycle of the 
butterfly.  We then wrote about 
this in our topic books using the 
new digraphs we have learnt in our 
phonics lessons.  

We went on a minibeast hunt 
around the school grounds and 
found so many wriggly 
creepy crawlies! We 
discovered  worms, woodlice, 
plenty of slugs and even a stag 
beetle larvae. We were very careful 
to put them back where we had 
found them after we had had a 
good look at them with our 
magnifying glasses.  

In maths this week, we have been 
counting minibeasts accurately and 
writing the numbers correctly to 
ensure the tricky teen numbers are 
correctly orientated.  

The Reception Team 
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YEAR 1 Year One... 

Year One children loved sharing their Easter holiday news including bike rides, picnics, birthday celebrations, 

camp activities and visits to theme parks!   After a lot of enthusiastic discussion we carefully planned our 

sentences, trying hard to include interesting detail, punctuation and conjunctions.  The children worked so hard 

on their writing activity and were proud to display their news on our classroom writing wall.   

We have introduced the game Boggle to the class this week and the children have shown wonderful teamwork 

working with partners or in small groups to write as many words as they could from the letters 

displayed.  Cameron W showed great determination with his Boggle tasks and thoroughly enjoyed sharing the 

ever-growing list of words he thought of!   The children loved using our new phonics resources to play matching 

games, create silly sentences and experiment with sounds to identify real and nonsense words.  It has been 

lovely to see the interaction between the children as they have taken turns and helped each other with these 

activities.  

On Friday, we were very excited to begin outdoor learning 

for our new topic, “Roots, Shoots and Muddy Boots”.  We 

began our Science lesson by sharing our knowledge of 

plants and growth.  We thought of some interesting 

questions.  A popular one was “what is the biggest flower 

in the world?”  We  enjoyed looking at images of the 

Rafflesia arnoldii which has inspired many more questions 

for our topic!   Our seeds have been planted and we are 

looking forward to monitoring the growth of the 

sunflowers, courgettes, peas and cress over the coming 

weeks and experimenting with different growing 

conditions.   

 

The Year One Team 
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YEAR 1 Year Two... 

Year Two children have enjoyed an introduction to our new topic 'World War II'.  We have learned the 
countries that formed the Allied and Axis powers at the start of the war and how the conflict started.   

We looked at artwork by Paul Nash.  We thought the colours were dull and sad,  reflecting how scared and angry 
the people must have felt.   

It was lovely to be out in the sunshine this week and the children enjoyed some time at the field, focusing on 
teamwork and listening skills.  We played games with the parachute and had to listen very carefully to make it 
perform in the way that we wanted.   

We celebrated St George’s Day by listening to the story of St George and the Dragon.  We then wrote our own 
stories featuring a beast and a hero.  Mrs Webb was really impressed with our writing! 

 

The Year Two Team 
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Writer of the Week... 
It has been lovely to welcome the children back to school and we are excited to celebrate our final term in Years 

One and Two.  The classes have discussed their academic aspirations for the term and set targets for their 
work.  All our children are working hard to develop their writing skills.  To encourage the children’s creativity, we 
will select one piece of exceptional writing from both year groups each week.  The authors will receive a Writer 

of the Week certificate and their work will be  featured here in the Newsletter.   

This week we are recognising work from Joe in 2BW and Zach in 1JB. 
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Writer of the Week... 

  

As part of our ongoing education regarding internet safety, we regularly link up with Shrewsbury House School 
for seminars and presentations.  This coming Monday evening at 7:00pm Childnet will be presenting to parents 

over Zoom and SHPPS parents are invited to log in and join the forum.   

Topic: Online safety session -  Shrewsbury House - Parents and carers 

Time: Apr 26, 2021 7.00 PM London 

  

Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/94477184301?pwd=ZGZkSGtWdzBDZFd2eUx0QkNUQ1JDUT09 

Meeting ID: 944 7718 4301 

Passcode: 416602 

Childnet Internet Safety Presentation... 

https://zoom.us/j/94477184301?pwd=ZGZkSGtWdzBDZFd2eUx0QkNUQ1JDUT09
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Today’s Outdoor Celebration Assembly... 

We were delighted to be able to have 

the whole school outside for our 

Celebration Assembly today.  The 

children had a wonderful time enjoying 

the sunshine and noticed that it was a 

completely cloudless sky.  It is a sign of 

the times that an aeroplane flying 

above attracted so much attention from 

the children! 

Congratulations to Zaki and 

Taran, who received their 

Values Trackers, and to Joe 

and Zach who were 

presented with their 

Writer of the Week 

certificates.  We sang 

Happy Birthday to all the 

children who celebrated  

birthdays over Easter. 
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Happy Birthday... 

There were some lovely birthday celebrations during the 

Easter holidays!  Happy Birthday to Eshan, Cam, Harry and 

Freddie and Raffi, who all celebrated over Easter. 
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School Council News... 

This week, the School Council reps met to discuss ideas for a new chalkboard in the playground.  “We don’t want 

to draw on the fence or trees” said Cam, adding “...it’s not very nice for the trees.” 

Arthur suggested that they  “fill a bucket with different coloured chalks and a scratchy cloth”.   

The children presented their ideas to Mr Akhurst via a mood board! 

Mr Akhurst loved the idea and asked the reps to “action it” by asking Mr Bullenthorpe to ascertain what size 

board and fittings we would need.  Arthur said that would not be problematic as “Mr Bullenthorpe is my friend”.    

We are delighted that he is using his connections within the school. 

Watch this space... 

Mrs Rice 

We were delighted to hear from the staff at Esher Library this 
week, who got in touch to let us know that the library is open 

again for browsing.     

Their opening hours are:  

Tuesdays to Thursdays 9.30am -1.00pm and 2.00pm -5.00pm 
and Fridays and Saturdays 9.30am -1.00pm. 

Other library times may vary but are available at  

www.surreycc.gov.uk/libraries 

 The Library team said it would be lovely to welcome all of your 
children into the library again and they hope to see them soon. 

Esher Library... 

http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/libraries
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IN OTHER NEWS… Quote of the Week! 

If you aren’t already following us 
on Twitter our handle is 

@shspreprep and we regularly 
update the account with news on 
the exciting activities in which the 

children are taking part. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

Quote of the Week Quot

“I’m going to read all of these non-fiction books… not a word left behind.” 

Eshan, 2BW 

(...enjoying his first trip to the school Library) 
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YEAR 1  And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 



SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

YEAR 1  (...and a few more.) 


