NEWSLETTER
Friday 12 March 2021

To put it very simply – it has been a brilliant week at Shrewsbury House Pre-Prep!
Bubbles, banners and balloons greeted the children on Monday morning and yet it will be the smiling faces and
the sound of laughter emanating from the playground that will remain etched in my memory for many years.
Since welcoming all of the children back, I have been blown away by just how incredible they have been and
how well they have reintegrated into school life. They were desperate to see their friends and to be back in
their own school, settling in so quickly and so happily.
We have spent good time exploring the children’s feelings this week, both through their experience of lockdown
and regarding their return to school. Some spoke of nerves and a sense of anxiety at coming back after a
prolonged period of being away, yet, wonderfully, these fears were quickly replaced by excitement, happiness
and security.
Nursery children have been excited to have the older children back in school, with several desperate to tell us
that they had seen their friends in the other year groups. In the not too distant future we look forward to them
being able to mix together again, and once more experience a whole school community gathering.
It was a delight to welcome the new Executive Head of Shrewsbury House School, Mrs Hubbard, to the Pre-Prep
on Wednesday morning. She was warmly greeted by all of the children and saw each class engaged in their
daily lessons, which included being bombarded with facts about animals and rainforests by the Year 2 children!
Next week sees the opportunity to speak to your child’s teacher at our Parents’ Evenings – please do book an
appointment.
Have a lovely weekend.
Jon Akhurst
Head
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Nursery...

We were so happy to have all our friends and siblings back in school with us this week. It has been great fun to
see our Reception friends at playtime and to hear the voices of the older children echoing around the school
again.
The children had wonderful French sessions with Madame Tranter and her puppet friend Christophe. They
learnt how to greet each other and introduce themselves. They also learnt a traditional French nursery song –
Tourne Tourne Petit Moulin. We were delighted to have Miss Forbes back with her lovely voice and there was a
lot of enthusiastic singing and playing of instruments.
With the arrival of spring, bright daffodils are popping up everywhere and we have seen quite a few in Nursery
this week too, which has helped to reinforce our learning of this week’s sound – “d” for dancing daffodils. We
used magnifying glasses to investigate different patterns on the flower petals and we enjoyed looking at the
various shades of gold and yellow.
Helen: “It’s golden!”
Beau: “I see right inside it.”
We decided to share our daffodils with some very special people in our lives. Mummies, be prepared for a lovely
sunny surprise! The children worked really hard on their pencil control and letter formation when writing special
messages for you all.

The Nursery Team
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Reception...
We have been thrilled to have all our wonderful Reception children back in school this week. Remote learning
has been fun and all the home tutors have been great but there's nothing like being together! The children were
delighted to see each other once again and were overheard saying so, more than once.
Sasha: "It's so good to be back"
Freddie: "I'm so pleased to see my friends today"
Gabriel: "It's even good to be in the cloakroom again!"
We have had a strong emphasis on reconnecting with our friends and remembering that good friends take turns
to talk and listen to each other. Good friends share resources and say kind things.
The children have really enjoyed group activities and extending their learning through play. The children created
a stage and took turns performing songs. We even had our very own paparazzi!
It's been a brilliant
week.
The Reception Team
P.S. Mummies, look
out for a lovely
surprise!
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Year One...

It has been a wonderful first week returning to our classroom and school life. The children have come in every
morning with such enthusiasm and excitement about the day ahead. We are all so happy to be reunited!
Year 1 started the week reading the book 'The World Made a Rainbow.' We shared our thoughts and feelings
about returning to school, what we have missed and what we are looking forward to. We discussed our
achievements over the home schooling period and enjoyed sharing things with the class that we were most
proud of. We have created a class rainbow showing a range of our emotions.
Harley: I learnt to ride my bike .
Lenny: I learnt how to make cookies.
Toran: I am proud of my maths.
Felix: I am looking forward to playing with my friends.
Ivy: I am looking forward to school lunch!
To continue our pirate learning, we made pirate portraits using pastels which have been proudly displayed on
our new pirate topic class board. We have all enjoyed taking on our role as pirates through a lot of very
imaginative and creative play using the very popular pirate accessories box!
We have been working on a lot of practical activities in maths, focusing on number facts and patterns. We have
used dienes cubes to find ten more and ten less than a number to 100 and revisited our number bonds to
support our addition and subtraction through problem solving. The children have loved working with partners
and in small groups using resources and creating their own enquiry questions for their friends.
The Year One Team
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YEARTwo...
Year
1

Year 2 children have had a wonderful week back in school. We have talked every day about how lovely it is to be
back together as a team and how we can support each other to learn as a class again.
In maths we have continued looking at shapes. We enjoyed a carousel of shape activities on Monday and worked
in teams to complete patterns, solve puzzles and play shape games. We have also started to learn the names of
3D shapes and their properties. We wondered how many of our parents would know the number of vertices on
a triangular prism?
We have loved having our chromebooks out to research different rainforest animals. Mrs Hubbard came to visit
us and was so impressed with all our facts, that she felt like she had been to a lesson herself! We have written
non-chronological reports about our chosen animals and how amazing the rainforest habitat is.
It was lovely to be creative as a class and design our rainforest display. The huge green leaves and colourful
animals really brighten up the Year 2 corridor!
The Year 2 Team
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Your Amazing Achievements...We are SO Proud of You!

Congratulations to Toran, who
was awarded his 10 Metres
Swimming Certificate!

Follow us on Twitter...

If you aren’t already following us
on Twitter our handle is
@shspreprep and we regularly
update the account with news on
the exciting activities in which the
children are taking part.
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Happy Birthday

Happy Birthday to Charlie who is 7 today!
Charlie’s sisters Emily and Sophie made this amazing birthday cake for him.
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TRACK News...
Track Certificates were awarded to:

Nursery
Vivaan for Resilience
Ellie for Aspiration
Lukas for Teamwork
Otto for Resilience

Reception
Theo for Aspiration
George for Resilience
Hugo for Kindness

Year One
Lenny for Resilience
Jean-Pierre for Kindness
Cameron W for Care and Kindness

Year Two
Aydin for Resilience

Senan for Care
House Points
Green House 48
Yellow House 39
Red House 28
Blue House 22
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YEAR
1
And finally...some
other lovely moments from our week...
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YEAR 1a few more.)
(...and
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YEAR 1just a few more.)
(...and
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