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NEWSLETTER 

Children’s Mental Health Week has given us a chance to 
speak to the children about feelings and emotions, linking to 
our TRACK value of the week, Care.  I have used the Mr Men 
and Little Miss characters to show the children how we are 
all different, unique people, while also teaching that our 
attitude and behaviour can have a significant impact on 
those around us.   

Inside Out Day was a great success, with the children 
encouraged to wear their clothes the wrong way round, as 
opposed to the more accidental, fairly common wardrobe 
malfunctions at which small children excel!  It was lovely to 
see family members joining in the event, as they did with the 
superb SHPPS Bake Off on Wednesday.  We are looking 
forward to a  drop-in Italian lesson with Madame Tranter for 
Years 1 and 2 next Wednesday. 

We continue to review  our remote learning programme in 
each year group, adjusting and developing it according to the 
needs of the children.  Individual children respond very 
differently to different styles and methods of learning, so we 
always aim to keep things varied and fresh.  It was lovely to 
introduce a live Celebration Assembly today and see so many 
happy faces on the screen. 

The work produced across the school this week has been 
quite exceptional.  You will find some fantastic examples of it 
in this newsletter, and I will add some further examples to 
our Twitter page @shspreprep. I am extremely proud of the 
children and all they are achieving.   

Let me leave you with some words from Captain Sir Tom 
Moore, whose death we mourned this week:  

“We will get through it in the end but it might take time, 
but at the end of the day we shall all be OK again… the sun 

will shine on you again and the clouds will go away.” 

Do remember that we are here for the children (and you), 
despite lockdown, and are keen to support in any way we 
can.  Do get in touch, even if just for a conversation, or to 
share any concerns.   

Keep going everyone!  Have a good weekend…..it’s going to 
get cold!  

 

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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Nursery... 
This week, we have been learning about the 

letter “N” and we have been talking about 

our news and what news is.  We have taken 

turns to sit on the teacher’s chair to share 

our news with the class and  we have 

recorded it in our class newsletter!   We 

have done some lovely writing  and 

practised our pencil grips.  We made 

delicious chocolate nests filled with tiny 

eggs.  We have also been looking at shapes 

and have introduced the mathematical 

language relating to shapes and their 

different properties.    Forest School 

provided a perfect opportunity for the 

children to demonstrate their 

understanding of  shapes using natural 

materials.  We used sprigs of fragrant fresh 

rosemary from our kitchen garden, pebbles 

from the pebble pit and pine cones from 

the big conifer tree in the school grounds.     

Lucas: “I made an oval with sand and 

stones”. 

Ethan C:  “I made a triangle with leaves 

because they are straight and it has straight 

sides.  Squares have straight sides, too.” 

Xander:  “I can make a triangle with stones 

so I can have three corners”. 

Continuing the whole school’s focus on 

children’s mental health this week, we 

thought about how hugs make us feel 

happy and safe.  We put big clay smiles on 

the trees in the playground and shared hugs 

with our new smiley friends. 

Conan: “My happy tree.  A hug makes me 

feel good.” 

David: “Hugs make me feel better.” 

Damian: “ I was making the tree happy.  I 

like to hug everyone.” 

 

The Nursery Team 
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Online Learning...Reception 

This week the children in Reception were 
shocked to find that Evil Pea had been up to no 
good! He had stuck Supertato to the wall in Mrs 
Davies-Duddy’s office, he was not happy! We 
couldn't hear what the vegetables were saying 
so we wrote in speech bubbles the things we 
thought they might be saying. The children came 
up with a plan to stop Evil Pea by designing and 
making some wonderful traps to capture him. 
This sadly did not work so instead we wrote 
'Wanted' posters to put up and see if we could 
capture him this way instead.  

In maths this week, we have been looking at 
pairs of numbers that make 10. We made our 
own resources and then used this to help us 
write the number sentences for number bonds 
to 10. 

We also enjoyed a live PE lesson with Mr 
Woolger and a live French lesson with Madame 
Tranter. 

Mr Akhurst gave us an assembly on becoming 
one of the Mr Men characters and how our 
behaviour can have an impact on others.  He 
encouraged us to come up with our own Mr 
Men titles. 

Hugo is Mr Kind 

Joey is Mr Crazy 

Ted is Mr Bendy 

Noah wants to be Mr Lazy but we all know that 
isn't the case! 

George wants to be Mr Bounce and Sasha does 
too!  

We all enjoyed an opportunity to dress up as our 
favourite Superheroes on Friday to remind us 
that we are all superheroes! 

 

The Reception Team 

Noah wrote these brilliant speech bubbles and Julian 

and Artie sounded out their phonics on their home-

made drum kits! 
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Online Learning...Year One 

This week the children in Year One learnt about some traditions and folklore from Northern Ireland as part of 
their topic on the UK. The children made ingenious leprechaun traps in order to try and trap one and receive 
their three wishes.  

Here are some of the wishes the children would make if they were ever lucky enough to catch one:  

Felix wished he could fly like Superman. 

Cam B wished  for a treehouse because Daddy would like one too!  

Liam wished for a drum set because he wants to make lots of music. 

Cameron wished for 10 hours of Ipad time and a koala bear so he could hug it! 

Ms Marcou wished that she could go on holiday. 

We also wrote stories about leprechauns. We first plotted our ideas on a story map during  our live lesson and 
then we used these to help us write our stories. We used adjectives and adverbs to 
make our writing as exciting as we could and have been remembering  to apply the rules 
that make our handwriting beautiful and legible!  

 

The Year 1 Team 
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YEAR 1 Online Learning...Year Two 

In English we practised 
writing similes and in RE we 
learnt about how Christian 
churches serve their 
communities.  

In Maths this week, Year Two children have 
been learning about sharing and grouping for 
division. We have found creative ways of 
practising sharing at home.  

Year 2 have continued their study of famous 
scientists this half term.  This week, the 
children discussed Alexander Graham Bell and 
made their  own telephones.    

The Year 2 Team 

Here are Benji’s similes 

from one of his online 

English lessons this 

week... 

Thomas produced this 

excellent piece. 
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TRACK Certificates Were Awarded To... 

Nursery 

Ari for Aspiration 

Shree for Aspiration   

Eloise for Resilience 

Immie for Resilience 

Reception 

William C for Resilience  

Artie for Aspiration  

Ted for Aspiration  

Year 1 

Toran for Aspiration  

Jean Pierre for Resilience  

Agastya for Resilience  

Cam W for Resilience  

Year 2 

Theo G for Aspiration 

Thomas for Care and Aspiration 
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Screen Free Friday... 

We love this photo of Oscar taking the opportunity to 

have a big cuddle with his gorgeous dog. 

Thomas went outside to climb 

trees! 

Theo cycled down to school to collect some reading 

books! 
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The Great SHPPS Bake-Off... 

There were chefs hats, rolling pins, cheese graters... and a 

chicken on Wednesday afternoon when Mrs Davies Duddy 

and Miss Marcou rolled up their sleeves and hosted a live 

bake-off for our families.  We made some delicious cheese 

straws! 

We loved seeing so many of our children on screen together 

and we were so impressed with the teamwork they 

demonstrated, working with their mummies, daddies, 

nannies, and brothers and sisters.  We hope we can cook 

together again very soon. 
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Italian Club... 

If you aren’t already following us 
on Twitter our handle is 

@shspreprep and we regularly 
update the account with news on 
the exciting activities in which the 

children are taking part. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

Quote of the Week 

 

Quote of the week  Ciao!  

Would you like to learn a little bit more about Italy? Would you like to 
learn some basic Italian, sing some Italian songs, play some games and 

cook some Italian food? 

We are excited to announce that we will be running an after school Italian club for children on 
Wednesday afternoons when we are back in school.  

In the meantime, we will be offering an online taster session so that children can start to learn a 
few words and learn a little bit about Italy.  The first session will be for our  Year 1 and Year 2  

children and will be held in the afternoon of  Wednesday 10th February.  

We will organise a session after half term for our Early Years children.  We aim to have separate 
sessions for Early Years and Key Stage 1, so that the children can learn in smaller groups. 

Further details and timings will be sent out at the beginning of next week.  

We look forward to seeing you there!  

Arrivedeci!  

Madame/Signora Tranter 
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Happy Birthday  

We love this photo of Kelly celebrating her 

birthday with a fabulous lion cake! 

Happy Birthday to 

Toran, who loves 

his giant Lego! 

Ted had lots of Lego Ninjago for 

his birthday! 

Zac  kindly donated this 

beautiful book to the 

School Library! 
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YEAR 1  And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 
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YEAR 1  (...and a few more.) 


