
SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Friday 29 January 2021 

NEWSLETTER 

Thank you so much to all who were able to join us for our ‘Zoom Cheese and Wine’ event last night.  It was 
lovely to see so many of you, even if over a screen.  We are so looking forward to the day we can enjoy 
opportunities like last night with everyone physically together. 

It was good to be able to talk to you about both the current situation in which we find ourselves and also some 
of our plans and initiatives going forward.  If you missed the evening but are keen to hear more about those, do 
get in touch with me.   

One area I focussed on last night was mental health.  Next week we will be highlighting Children’s Mental 
Health Week, with various initiatives and focal points across the school.  It also coincides with our TRACK value 
of the week, which is  “care”.   

On Wednesday we will join in with ‘Inside Out Day’ (https://www.insideoutday.org.uk/) where the children, 
staff, and parents, if they wish, will be encouraged to wear one item of clothing inside out as a visual reminder 
that people don’t always feel on the inside how they appear on the outside.  We would also like the afternoon 
of Friday 5th Feb to be a ‘no-screen afternoon’ for children and staff.  We will send some ideas of activities for 
those at home.   

Please be assured that we are here to support you with all aspects of your child’s development.  Do keep in 
touch and maintain dialogue and communication with us, as we work together through these challenging 
times.   

Have a good weekend.   

Jon Akhurst 

Head 

https://www.insideoutday.org.uk/
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Nursery... 

This week the children have been 

practising their counting and 

focussing on the letter “P”.  The 

children counted with potatoes, 

pasta and pennies. 

We made our very own Nursery 

Pizza Parlour, which was practically 

perfect in every way! 

The children made mini pizzas and 

counted down as they waited for 

them to pop up from the toaster! 

Then we cut the pizzas into 

portions to share with our friends 

and counted how many pieces we 

had. 

 

The Nursery Team 
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Online Learning and Fun at Home... 

 We would suggest it’s not normally a good 

idea to “write words on a car” but Gabriel 

and our Reception class had special 

dispensation  from Mrs Davies-Duddy this 

week, who encouraged her children to be 

creative and write their “tricky” words in 

ice outside.  Gabriel is practising writing his 

name in beautiful script. 

Cam B did some beautiful 

writing at home this week, 

online with Miss Boyens.  His 

Mummy is finding Cam’s 

“pleading face” has become a 

regular feature of learning at 

home.  Percy Pig sweets seem to 

be a good incentive for excellent 

work! 

Joey used the snow 
as an opportunity 

to study  
“opposites”! 
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Online Learning and Fun at Home... 

Here is Ted, 

who is making 

arrays to help 

him to practise 

his 

multiplication. 

Toby and Ella did yoga at home.  Agastya made a beautiful 

model of  Big Ben and Danny had fun with the “car garage” 

game suggested by Miss Boyens! 
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YEAR 1 School Art Day... 

The  children created pieces of art in the style of Andy Goldsworthy.  

Here is a selection of Reception pictures from 
Zac, Leo, Theo and Raffi and Edward. 



SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

 

Track Certificates were Awarded to: 

Nursery 

David for Kindness  

Conan for Care  

Ethan M for Aspiration 

James For Kindness 

TRACK  News... 

Reception 

Sebastian for Resilience 

Gabriel for Aspiration  

Harry and Freddie for Teamwork 

Toby for Aspiration  

Harrison for Care 

Year 2 
George for Aspiration  

Charlie for Care and Teamwork  
 

Year 1 
Harry for Aspiration 

Liam for Aspiration 

Cam B for Resilience 

Danny for Resilience 
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Year 1 Learnt about Wales... 

A huge “Llongyfarchiadau” * to Felix, who embraced  Year One’s Welsh 

Week by making his very own Welsh cakes at home! 

* Welsh for “Congratulations!” 

Welsh Cake Recipe 

Ingredients 

175g Self raising flour 

1 level teaspoon baking powder 

85g cubed butter 

60g castor sugar 

50g  sultanas or currants 

1/2 level teaspoon mixed spice or cinnamon 

1 medium egg 

1 teaspoon milk 

Method 

 Mix the flour, cinnamon and mixed spice together in 

a bowl.  

 Work in the cubed butter until the mixture looks like 

breadcrumbs. 

 Add sugar, currants and spice. 

 Beat the egg with the milk and add to the mixture, 

mix to form a firm dough. 

 Roll out onto a floured board. 

 Cut out cakes using a pastry cutter approx. 5mm 

thick and 6cm in diameter. 

 Cook on a lightly greased bakestone or heavy frying 

pan until golden brown on both sides. 

 Dust with sugar and leave to cool! 

 Enjoy! 
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Frozen...Sunday 24 January! 

Mrs Davies-Duddy alerted staff via What’s App to 
look out of their windows on Sunday morning!  We 
were all very, very  excited!  We were so happy to 
see your brilliant photos of family snowball fights, 
sledging and snowman-building over the weekend.    

We love this photo of Cam B with an enormous snowball!  
Harrison and Immie had lots of fun and went sledging and 

Joe and his brother Christopher had lots of fun in their 
garden. 
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Zach had a 
snowball fight 

with his brother 
Charlie and 

Taran made a 
snowman! 

Theo had fun 
playing snowballs... 

Snow photos continued (or “Frozen 2”.) 

Rufus and Ivy made a 
snowman... 
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Theo built 
this lovely 

snowman... 

Danny’s snowman 
was huge! 

“Do You Wanna Build a Snowman?...” 

Sasha’s snowman 
wore a school hat 
to keep warm and 
Shree’s snowman 

wore a 
Headmaster-

pleasing Liverpool 
hat! 

Liam’s family had a wonderful day together 
playing in the snow and Liam built this 

brilliant snowman. 
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...More Snow Photos... 

Here’s Jean-Pierre on his bike, 
and Oscar, Lenny and Arthur 

with their snowmen! 
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More Snow... 

We loved these gorgeous photos of 
Harley and Coco on their sledge and 

Harley’s French Snowman! 

George and Max enjoyed 
this beautiful snowy 

scene. 

Ibby and Zaki built 
a snowman. 
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...And Some More... 

Oran and Senan, Julian, Kingsley and 
Harry and Agaystya all managed to 
procure carrots for their snowmen! 
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...And Just a Little More Snow! 

We love this photo of Ollie 
giving his Daddy a ride on his 

sledge! 

Leo made this gorgeous snowman with  bright green 
arms and a red hat and Artie and Otto dressed their 

snowman in a cosy scarf! 
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YEAR 1 A Few Extra Winnie the Pooh photos...! 

 

Kodi’s big sister Syena took this 
gorgeous photo of Kodi with his  

Winnie the Pooh jigsaw puzzle and 
Winnie the Pooh night time bear. 

 
“Sometimes the smallest things take 

up the most room in your heart”  

Winnie the Pooh. 

 

Harry loves his Winnie the Pooh 
bears! 
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Staff News... 

We are delighted to welcome Louise Tranter, who 
will teach French across all four year groups.   

Madame Tranter was born in Belgium and went 
to primary school there and lived abroad  as a 
child in Belgium, America and Singapore.  She 

studied languages at university and  loves 
speaking languages and learning about different 

cultures.  Madame Tranter has been teaching  for 
over 10 years both as a French specialist and class 

teacher.   

She lives in Chiswick  with her husband, two sons 
and an eight month old Cocker Spaniel called 

CoCo!  

When she is not teaching she loves going for long 
walks in Richmond Park with her dog and 

cooking.  Madame Tranter loves the theatre and 
her favourite show is Les Miserables!  

 

Your Culinary Adventures... 

Staff News... 

Ted loves cooking! 

Here he is, making some delicious-
looking  enchiladas for his family’s 

supper.   

Staff News... 



SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Mr Akhurst’s Recommended Weekend Activity... 

Last night, Mr Akhurst went over and above his remit 

as Headmaster by providing fun and entertainment for 

the grown-ups when he hosted his virtual Cheese and 

Wine  Extravaganza...   

The fun continues this weekend with his 

recommendation for a fun activity for the whole family!  

Please join in with the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch 

2021.  See below for details from the website! 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/

 

1. Pick a timeYou can choose any hour between 29 and 31 January. So whether you’re an early bird or a night 

owl, you can still take part. 

2. Tell us what you see Count the birds you see in your garden or from your balcony*. Ignore any birds that 

are still in flight. To avoid double-counting, just record the highest number of each bird species you see at any 

one time – not a running total.*This year our advice is to take part in the safety of your own home. This could 

include a birdwatch from your window if you overlook a green space or courtyard. 

Submit your resultsOnline: You can submit your results online at rspb.org.uk/birdwatch from 29 January until 19 

February.By post: If you’d rather send your results by post, you can download a submission form below. Please 

post your results  before 15 February. 
Every count is important so, if you don’t see anything, please still submit your result. Finding out which 

birds don’t visit your area is as important as understanding those which do! 

 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/
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YEAR 1  Your Amazing Achievements!  We Are SO Proud of You! 

Huge Congratulations to Artie in Reception! 

 He completed his own charity fundraiser challenge last Saturday for East Elmbridge food bank 
and raised an impressive £465.00.  

Please get in touch with Artie’s mummy if you would like further information. 
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Happy Birthday  

Happy Birthday to  

Jean-Pierre! 

...and to Zach! 
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IN OTHER NEWS… Quote of the Week...Staff Special Edition! 

If you aren’t already following us on 
Twitter our handle is @shspreprep and 
we regularly update the account with 

news on the exciting activities in which 
the children are taking part. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

 

“We’ve got two headmasters; Mr Akhurst and 

Mrs Akhurst!” 

(Happily reported back to me by Mrs Akhurst) 

Alex, 

Nursery 

 

“Miss Forbes.” 

(In response to the question:  Can you name any 

famous singers?) 

Lenny, 

Year 1 
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YEAR 1  And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 
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YEAR 1  (...and a few more.) 


