
SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Friday 15 January 2021 

NEWSLETTER 

We have come to the end of the first full week of term and there is much to reflect on with pride and positivity. 

All of the staff have been hugely encouraged by the way the children have entered into school life this week, 
knuckling down to hard work, whether here at school, or at home.  I have enjoyed ‘popping in’ to several year 
group gatherings on Google Meets and hearing many of the children sharing work with their class.  ‘Lockdown’ 
also means another chance for me to read to the children across the school, which I thoroughly enjoy.  You will 
find daily episodes of ‘The Twits’ on Seesaw for Nursery and Reception children, and a shortened version of 
‘Oliver Twist’ for Year 1 and Year 2.   

Please do continue to share news with us all – the Newsletter provides a chance for us all to keep in touch with 
one another and see and hear some of the things people have been getting up to.  It’s great to see photos of 
the children at work in their home environment and other creative activities in which they have been involved.  

We will continue to provide some ‘added extras’ for the whole school community at this time, including musical 
and sporting features, which you will find on Seesaw, as well as some additional events and activities.   

It sounds as though there could be a dusting of snow in some areas tonight and tomorrow.  Do make the most 
of the weekend, abiding by the regulations and current restrictions, but enjoying some time to breathe and 
relax a little, if you can.  

Have a good weekend.   

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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Nursery... 

Whilst the rest of the school has been rather quiet this week, it has been ‘business as usual’ in Nursery and we 

have really enjoyed spending time with our friends again, old and new. The children who joined us this term have 

eagerly explored all the different experiences on offer - sand and water exploration, producing gorgeous collage 

pictures at the creative table, engaging in ‘tea-parties’, making bird feeders for the birds in our playground and 

immersing themselves in the imaginary world of fairies and pink ponies. 

Miss Forbes introduced us to another new friend on her Seesaw video, a rather mischievous puppet who helped 

us to learn the words to this week’s song - 

“Miss Forbes sang clap, clap, clap your hands together and the naughty puppet was trying to bite her fingers, it 

was really funny!” – Monty 

 

On a very rainy day we were able to burn off some energy and develop our co-ordination in Mr Woolgar’s PE 

lesson, driving our cars over bumpy roads, around roundabouts and dodging obstacles that we encountered 

along the way. 

We have been delighted to see how kind the children have been towards our new joiners, displaying a caring 

attitude which was reflected in the comments they made whilst painting their rainbows – 

“Rainbows say thank you to the NHS, the people who work in the hospitals...lots of colours to say thank you.” – 

Eliza 

“The doctors help everybody.” – Xander 

 

Our rainbows have helped to introduce our topic for this term – People Who Help Us, a subject that could not be 

more pertinent  currently and we are very proud that even some of our youngest children are displaying an 

awareness of the need to be thankful and appreciative. 

The Nursery Team 
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Online Learning and Fun at Home... 

Gabriel and Joey are both  

enjoying learning about 

space! 

 

Danny really enjoys using his whiteboard 

for his online lessons with Miss Boyens. 

 

Ollie is working hard online and his teddy 

looks a bit tired. 
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YEAR 1 Online Learning and Fun at Home... 

Taran conducted an 
experiment with coloured 
dyes and crystals to learn 
about the colours of the 

rainbow.  He also decided to 
look very smart for some 
online lessons with  Mrs 

Webb! 

 

We loved this photo of Rufus and 
Ivy (in their uniforms!) using 

teamwork to build a Big Ben from 
their magnets! Ivy is currently 

learning about London. 

 



SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Lenny is learning to 
play chess... 

YEAR 1 Online Learning and Fun at Home... 

Harley has set up shop in his 
beautiful ice cream parlour! 

Arthur was busy doing online 
PE, standing on one leg with 

his eyes closed. (NB.  It’s really 
quite tricky!) 
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YEAR 1 Out and About... 

Ted has been enjoying regular 

walks to Home Park and Long 

Water at Hampton Court. 

Each day Toby sprints for 20 mins with his daddy (who is a triathlete in 
his spare time!) and this week he set a new record! 

Harley has been busy planting in his garden!   

George has been 
attempting Mr 

Woodcock’s sole 
tap challenge! 
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YEAR 1 Your Culinary Adventures... 

 

Jeevan and Shree had lots 

of fun toasting huge 

marshmallows. 

 

 

We love a set of “before and 

after” photos!  Here is Ted, 

kneading dough and then with 

the finished (rather 

impressive) product! 

Toby made delicious “mug cakes” with 

Nutella and Eloise tested lemons before 

using them as an ingredient in a 

smoothie! 
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YEAR 1 Your Fabulous Pets... 

 

We love this photo of Oscar with 

his (rather large) puppy Leo!  We 

also love the colour of the sky! 

 

 

Felix has settled into home learning 

with his two furry classmates, Hardy 

and Hazel, who appear to be sitting 

up nicely with their listening ears on! 
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Our New Staff! 

We are delighted to welcome Mrs 

Crook, who is stepping into Madame 

Trier’s shoes as Learning Enrichment 

Co-Ordinator (SENCO). Mrs Crook 

fulfils a similar role at our other Trust 

Pre-Prep (The Rowans) and will spend 

two days a week at both schools. 

After studying Law at Oxford, Mrs 

Crook spent time in Legal and 

Financial institutions, before moving 

to Education, where she has worked 

in both the State and Independent 

Sectors, gaining qualifications along 

the way, centred on learning support. 

Mrs Crook is also very well 

experienced in preparing girls for 7+ 

entry into leading Girls’ Schools, and 

will be an invaluable support in this at 

SHPPS.  
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SPPA News... 

Ms Foster, Harrison and Kingsley’s mother, would like to ask for your support for a local road safety campaign.    

Reuben Galaun, who is one of our Old Boys and is currently in Year Six at Shrewsbury House School, wrote to 
Elmbridge Borough Council to request the installation of a crossing at Copsem Lane, between Arbrook and Esher 
Commons.  He felt that It had become increasingly difficult and unsafe for pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders 
to cross Copsem Lane.   The Council responded by saying  they would consider the proposal.   

Ms Foster set up a petition to gain support for the proposal which already has over a thousand signatures.   

Harrison and Kingsley have helped by putting up posters in support of the petition. 

If this is something you would be interested in supporting please find the web address here: 

 

https://petitions.surreycc.gov.uk/pegasus-esher/  

 

https://petitions.surreycc.gov.uk/pegasus-esher/
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SPPA Christmas Quiz...The Answers Part 1 

Many thanks to everyone who took part in the SPPA Christmas Quiz! 

Here are all the answers you have been waiting for! 

 

Lyrics Quiz: Answers 

White Christmas: “glisten”. 

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer: “foggy”. 

Away in a Manger: “bedside”. 

All I want for Christmas is you: “mistletoe”. 

When Santa Got Stuck Up The Chimney: “nose”. 

We Wish You A Merry Christmas: “cheer”. 

Let It Snow: “delightful”. 

Santa Claus is Comin’ To Town: “pout”. 

Jingle Bells: “laughing”. 

I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus: “bedroom”. 

Frosty The Snowman: “corncob”. 

Jingle Bell Rock: “Giddy-up”. 

 

 

Christmas Music Quiz: Answers 

 

Q. What is the best-selling Christmas song of all time? 

A. Bing Crosby’s classic White Christmas is not only best-selling Christmas song, but the best-selling single of 
all time. The 1942 song, written by Irving Berlin and performed by Bing Crosby, has sold an estimated 50 
million copies since its release.  In 1942 alone, the song spent 11 weeks at the top of the Billboard charts 

in the US, and it won the Oscar for best original song for its part in the film Holiday Inn. When other 
versions of the songs are factored in, including those by Frank Sinatra and Michael Buble, White 

Christmas has sold an estimated 100 million copies, and is listed as the biggest-selling single worldwide of 
all time in the Guinness Book of World Records. 

 

Q. In Band Aid’s 1980’s version of Do They Know it’s Christmas who sang the lyrics “But say a prayer, Pray for 
the other ones”? 

A. George Michael 
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Answers Part 2... 

Q. In the history of the UK singles charts what is the only band to have achieved Christmas number one twice 
with the same song?  

A. Queen with Bohemian Rhapsody. 

 

Q. Which famous Christmas song has featured in all of the following movies: The Godfather, When Harry Met 
Sally and Home Alone? 

A. Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas by Hugh Martin and Ralph Blane.  

 

Q. In Fairytale of New York, what were the boys of the NYPD choir singing? 

A. The boys of the NYPD choir were singing Galway Bay. 

 

Q. Which Christmas song was originally written by Noel Regney and his wife Gloria Baker as a plea for peace 
during the Cuban Missile Crisis? 

A. Do You Hear What I Hear? was written in October 1962. Regney had been invited by a record producer 
to write a Christmas song, but he was hesitant due to the commercialism of Christmas. The song has sold 

tens of millions of copies and has been covered by hundreds of artists. 

 

Q. Which was the first song to be broadcast from space when the Gemini 6 crew played a practical joke on 
Mission Control, suggesting they had spotted a low flying object? 

A. Jingle Bells.  

 

Q. On 16 December 1965, Gemini 6 astronauts Tom Stafford and Wally Schirra played a prank on Mission 
Control. Just before Gemini VI was set to reenter Earth’s atmosphere, Stafford claimed to have 

received a mysterious radio signal: 

A. “We have an object, looks like a satellite going from north to south, probably in polar orbit….very low, 
looks like he might be going to re-enter soon….Standby one, it looks like he’s trying to signal us,” said 

astronaut Tom Stafford. 

Stafford and Schirra then burst into a performance of Jingle Bells, with Stafford on harmonica and Schirra on 
bells. It was the first song ever performed in outer space. 

 

Q. In the song The 12 days of Christmas how many gifts are there? 

A. 364 

 



SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Answers Part 3... 

 

Q. What is “Whamageddon”? 

A.   Whamageddon is a game played during the 24 days before Christmas Eve in which players try to go 
from December 1 to the start of Christmas (midnight on the 24th December) without hearing Last 

Christmas by Wham!.  If the player hears the song between those days, they are out of the game and 
have to post "#Whamageddon" on social media to indicate that they have lost. The exceptions to this 

game are that the player can only listen to remixes and cover versions of the song. Whilst not encouraged 
on the website, but technically still a part of the rules, a player can send another player the song, or play 

it to them so that the other player loses the game, although Whamageddon is described as a survival 
game as opposed to a battle royale game. Source: Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

 

 

 

 

  Lyric Song Title 

1. The cattle are lowing Away in a Manger 

2. Don we now our gay apparel Deck the Halls 

3. This year, to save me from tears Last Christmas 

4. The playing of the merry organ The Holly and the Ivy 

5. And folk dressed up like Eskimos The Christmas Song 

6. Here to stay is a new bird Winter Wonderland 

7. The mood is right, the spirit’s up Wonderful Christmas Time 

8. Think of all the fellas that I haven’t kissed Santa Baby 

9. Field and fountain, moor and mountain We Three Kings 

10. Though the frost was cruel Good King Wenceslas 

11. Water like a stone In the Bleak Midwinter 

12. Good morrow, masters all! Past Three O’Clock 

13. Light and life to all he brings Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

14. Sweet singing in the choir The Holly And The Ivy 

15. All in white shall wait around Once In Royal David’s City 

16. Is the wish of Barney and Ben It’s Beginning To Look A Lot Like Christmas 

17. With a thousand memories Driving Home For Christmas 

18. Don’t understand what’s going on Stay 

19. My sister will be suspicious Baby, It’s Cold Outside 

20. When we’re skating in the park I Wish It Could Be Christmas Everyday 
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Exciting Forthcoming Events...Clear your Diaries! 

We really miss seeing our families in school, so we have 

decided to instigate a few social events so that we can 

all keep in touch and remember what it’s like to talk to 

other grown-ups who do not live in our own households.   

Mr Akhurst would love you to join him for a glass  of 

wine or two during our Virtual Cheese and Wine Evening 

on Thursday 28th January at 8pm, after you have put 

your children to bed!   

I have it on excellent authority that Mr Akhurst has 

already ripped open a packet of  Chilli Cheddar in 

readiness. 

More details and meeting link to follow. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

If you aren’t already following us 
on Twitter our handle is 

@shspreprep and we regularly 
update the with news on the 
exciting activities in which the 

children are taking part. 
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Happy Birthday...  

Happy Birthday to Florence, who had a very busy day 

on Tuesday when she celebrated her third birthday 

AND started in Nursery!   

We are so happy to have you with us. 

...and Happy Birthday to lovely Mr Winter, who turned 

a very grown-up 20 on Thursday!   

His sister made this amazing Reese’s Pieces cake for 

him. 
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YEAR 1  And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 
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YEAR 1  ...and a few more! 


