NEWSLETTER
Friday 4 December 2020

We have felt the frustration of not being able to welcome parents into the school more keenly than ever at this
special time of year. Dressing up for Christmas performances and nativities has been a lovely part of this week
for the children, and yet it has not quite felt the same without you all here! We have done our best to record as
much of the festivities as possible and we hope that you enjoy watching them in the coming days.
I was delighted to see Year 1 children focusing on Kindness in class this week, building on our KS1 Assembly on
Monday. I talked to the children about the power of language, and just how easy it is to be unkind to others
without really thinking about it, while it is equally straightforward to be kind to others, and build them up, with
just one or two kind words.
Kindness and Christmas go very much hand in hand, and some of the kind thoughts and acts this week, from
children and staff, have been so lovely to witness. Our final three days will be packed with Christmas cheer,
starting on Monday with our Christmas lunch and year group celebrations. Don’t forget your Christmas
jumpers!
Have a lovely weekend.
Jon Akhurst
Head
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Early Years News

Christmas has definitely arrived in
Reception this week! It's the last festival in
our topic of "Let's celebrate! “ and we have
looked carefully at the story of Christmas as
told in the Bible.
"The Mum and Dad gave him a blanket and
they tied him up with it" observed Leo.
We discussed all the lovely things we enjoy
at Christmas.
We have been so busy preparing for our
Christmas performance that we decided we
deserved a special treat. On Wednesday
night we all donned our pyjamas, snuggled
with our cuddly toys and enjoyed some
stories by candlelight and a lovely hot
chocolate. It was very exciting to be back in
school in the dark!!
“This is the best night ever! “ said Harry.
We thought so, too.
The Reception Team
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YEARStage
Key
1 One News...

Year One children were excited to receive a special delivery this week, a large box filled with toys from the past.
We have spent the week exploring popular Victorian toys including the Jacob’s ladder, the cup and ball, marbles
and a spinning top. We used our learning from our science lessons this term to describe the different materials
of the toys and made some excellent observations when comparing the variety of teddy bears and dolls. We
were all surprised to see that many old dolls were made of China and that the teddies were not as soft and
cuddly as our own soft toys!
Ollie " You flip the book to see what the story is. Instead of a normal book which has words."
Cameron W. " They are all old toys but we still have these toys today."
Harley "The Hamleys teddy is my favourite. He is so soft and cuddly."
Felix " I don't have a favourite, they are all so great!"
Lenny " I like the spinning top, it's so powerful."
Throughout the week we have focused on our TRACK value of kindness and we
have thought of many wonderful ways we can show kindness to others. The
children suggested drawing a picture, making a cake, helping with tasks or
activities, making cards and asking a friend to play. Our favourite suggestion was
“show them your smile”. We made a class circle of kindness where we shared
compliments to our friends and also created a class kindness tree which we filled
with kindness leaves to share our lovely and very thoughtful ideas.

The Year One Team
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Au Reviour to Madame Trier!

We are sad to announce that the wonderful Madame Trier will be retiring at the end of term.
Madame Trier has been with us for six years. She is a native French speaker and has taught French across the
school in addition to being our Learning Enrichment Co-ordinator. She has also done a fabulous job of
supporting our ever-popular after school cookery club. Madame Trier is the epitome of all that is kind and
caring and is unfailingly cheerful and positive.
Future projects Madame Trier will be concentrating on include building a house, doing voluntary work abroad
and re-upholstering an armchair! She is also going in search of sloths in their natural habitat in Costa Rica...
We will miss her amazing smile but we are sure she will walk past the school every now and again with her
gorgeous little dog and say Bonjour!
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YEAR“Decorate
Staff
1
your Door” Competition...

The Staff Loo was
renamed the Festive
Throne Room and
covered in book
covers of “Father
Christmas needs a
wee”.
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YEARDoor
Staff
1
Competition Continued...

Here’s Mrs Rice with her penguins.
Year Two’s door features a jolly
Christmas snowman too!

Year One also went for a
Buddy the Elf theme and
invited parents to take an
“Elfie Selfie” at pick-up!

Madame Trier made
this tres jolie French
themed door!

Miss Forbes decorated the Music Room with a
Christmas Carol theme and added a real Angel
for extra points.

This bland, grey environment was barely
improved by Mr Akhurst, who nailed a Liverpool
scarf and an old bit of tinsel to his door.
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YEARDoor
Staff
1
Competition Continued...Office Door Special!
With NO BIAS WHATSOEVER, the Office Door was the best one,
whatever the SPPA judges decide.
The theme for this door was “A Scandi-Welsh Winter Wonderland.”
This multi-sensory delight featured (in no particular order:)


Twinkly Christmas lighting that was positively ethereal.



Music (Including a Year One-pleasing Michael Buble playlist).



A miniature gingerbread village hand-crafted late at night by
Mrs “losing just isn’t in my vocabulary” Akhurst. (Mrs Akhurst
has asked me to point out that all the houses have “fully
operational opening doors”).



250 edible mini candy canes supplied by Mrs “never knowingly
under-catered” Webb.

It was enchanting for adults and children alike, who gazed in wonder
at its loveliness.
Here is Mr Woodcock, completely
enraptured.
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YEAR 1 Council News...
School

The School Council met on Thursday morning and discussed ideas for new school clubs. They suggested six
ideas for clubs which they thought would prove popular with their friends. The children went back to their
individual classes and held a vote.
Mrs Rice

House
Points

Green - 54
Yellow - 55
Blue - 51
Red - 52
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TRACK News...
Track Certificates were Awarded to:
Nursery
Immie for Resilience
Ethan C for Care
Eloise for Resilience
Conan for Teamwork
Ethan M for Teamwork

Reception
Harrison for Resilience
Sasha for Resilience
Noah for Resilience
Ted for Resilience

Edward for Resilience

Year One
The whole of Year 1 for Kindness
Cam B: Full Gold Star

Year Two
Thomas for Aspiration
Values Trackers were completed by Isaac, Eshan and Thomas
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Happy Birthday

Happy Birthday to Felix,
who could not be happier
that he is six years old
TODAY!

...and Happy Birthday to
lovely Miss Wallin, who
also celebrates today!
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IN OTHER NEWS… Quote of the Week… Nativity Special!
Quot Quote of the week
“I’m God.
I can do whatever I want.”
Benji,
2BW
(...reaping the benefits of his role in the Year 2
production).

“Can you please help me with my halo; I’m a
bit stuck”
Theo,
2BW
(...discovering the occupational hazards of
being an angel)

Follow us on Twitter...

If you aren’t already following us on
Twitter our handle is @shspreprep and
we regularly update the account with
news on the exciting activities in which
the children are taking part.
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YEAR
1
And finally...some
other lovely moments from our week...
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YEAR 1a few more.)
(...and
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