NEWSLETTER
Friday 27 November 2020

In a week where our American friends celebrated Thanksgiving, we have had much to be thankful for here at
SHPPS. Our Nursery children have been thinking about everything they have to be grateful for, and you’ll be
pleased to know that their families were at the top of their lists, specifically the love of their parents.
I was extremely thankful to be invited to Nursery’s special tea party this week. It was a most civilised affair, with
the children given the opportunity to have tea cakes along with a lovely cup of tea. The children were brilliant
tea companions, demonstrating maturity beyond their years and impeccable manners.
We have been collecting biscuits this week to send to some of the elderly residents of Elmbridge for Christmas,
through our chosen charity, CHEER (Concern and Help for East Elmbridge Retired). The response to the request
was truly wonderful, with 110 boxes ready for distribution. It’s a shame that we cannot see any of the recipients
in person this year but I know that many of our elderly neighbours will be extremely thankful for the thought
and care shown by the Pre-Prep community.
We are very thankful to all be in school at this time, particularly in the run up to Christmas. There is still plenty of
hard work for the children to undertake in the next few days, as we complete our term’s programme, with a
healthy dash of Christmas thrown in.
Enjoy your last lockdown weekend – despite the difficult times, do try to take a moment to reflect with your
children on all the things for which we can be thankful.
Jon Akhurst
Head
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Early Years News...

Nursery children have demonstrated terrific listening skills this week - freezing like statues when they heard the
sound of the listening tambourine and responding straight away to the teacher’s requests, also following
instructions in Mr Woodcock’s PE lessons and considering their friends when playing together and reinforcing
their sharing and turn taking.
The week began for Bees with a trip to Forest School on a chilly, frosty morning. We had to be busy bees and
keep moving to stay warm, pushing and pulling ourselves on the swing and playing hide and seek in our little
woods, followed by a hot chocolate and a story about a very kind little robin at Christmas time.
The sound we have been listening out for this week has been ‘t’ and we have heard it so many times during our
fun week. We announced the Christmas Season ‘Open’ and with it came an abundance of ‘ts’ amongst the glitter
and twinkly tinsel. Car tracks were printed on triangles to create tall trees for our winter woodland display and
Madame Trier taught us some new French words – le traineau – sleigh and le tigre – tiger.
A very exciting ‘t’ was our afternoon tea party with tasty toasted teacakes, teapots and grown up tea-cups. The
children were so careful when pouring the milk into their tea and holding their china cups and saucers very
gently. It was really lovely to observe them demonstrating different skills and sharing new experiences together.
Some special guests joined us for tea. Mr Akhurst, Mrs Davies-Duddy, Mrs Jandu and Mrs Webb couldn’t resist
the smell of toasted teacakes and popped in to join us.
“The tea bread was warm and I poured the milk into my tea for the tea party.” – Damian
“The tea bags went into the teapot, we had tea.” – Conan
“I spread the butter with my knife on the cake.” – Shree
What a lovely week we have had and Christmas in Nursery is only just beginning!
The Nursery Team
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YEARStage
Key
1 One News
Key Stage 1 children have been very busy,
preparing for our Nativity production this
week. The Year 1 children have been
singing beautifully and learning all their
words ready for filming next week. They
have listened to the Nativity story and
discussed the real meaning of
Christmas. The Year 2 children have some
wonderful costumes and are getting used to
using the green screen for filming.
'It's really fun having a part and you can
change instead of wearing normal school
uniform.' Taran

We all enjoyed a bit of festive craft on
Wednesday and Thursday mornings as we
made cards for our families and our chosen
charity Cheer, and made decorations for our
classrooms.
'I liked painting with my fingers.' Senan
'It was fun rolling the clay.' Zaki
'The best part of the week was Christmas
craft morning because I love doing art.'
Thomas
We have been a little sad in Year 2 as we
lost one of our guinea pigs, Fudge this
week. We have made sure that S'mores has
been well looked after and given lots of
attention and cuddles. Mrs Webb has now
taken him home to find a new friend who
we will meet after the Christmas holidays.
Year 1 children have been learning about
2Dand 3D shapes, try and spot some
around your house over the weekend and
see how many you can name.
The Key Stage 1 Team
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Cookery Club News...
On Wednesday afternoon, the School was filled with the
most delicious Christmassy aromas as Cookery Club
children made individual Christmas puddings in mugs!
We have had several requests for the recipe from parents
and staff, and Madame Trier has kindly shared her secret
recipe with us!
Recipe on the next page...

SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP

Madame Trier’s Recipe News...
Madame Trier’s Special Recipe for

“Pudding de Noel dans Une Tasse”
Ingredients:
1 tablespoon soft dark brown sugar
1 tablespoon SR flour
1 teaspoon mixed spice
1 tablespoon milk
½ cup mixed fruit
1 egg, beaten
1 tablespoon vegetable oil
2 tablespoons treacle
1 teaspoon softened butter.

Method:
Put the ingredients into a mug that holds 500ml, in the order
above, stirring as you go.
Place in a microwave on high for 2 minutes.

Enjoy!
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Afternoon Tea with Nursery...
There were bone china cups and saucers, vintage
tea pots, neatly folded napkins, hot buttered
teacakes and fresh flowers on the table…
On Thursday afternoon, the Nursery children
hosted a wonderful tea party. Whilst classical
music played, they passed the butter, chatted
politely and had what was, for some, their first
ever cup of tea! The teacakes seemed to be
particularly popular and the children asked if
they could repeat the event very soon!
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TRACK News...
Track Certificates were Awarded to:
Nursery
Monty for Kindness
David for Aspiration
Kingsley for Teamwork
Shree for Teamwork
Xander for Kindness
Eliza for Teamwork

Reception
Gabriel for Care
George for Aspiration
Leo for Aspiration

Year One
Toran for Resilience
Year Two
Joseph for Care
Theo: Values Tracker

House Points...
Yellow 71
Red 70
Green 52
Blue 47
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SPPA News...
Elf Raffle:
It's almost that time of year again...The elves are hard at work and Father Christmas needs your children's help.
SPPA will be running the Elf Raffle from 30th Nov- 2nd Dec. Winners of the raffle will be drawn on the 4th
December. The two lucky winners will be dressed as Elves and help Santa spread the festive cheer by distributing
Christmas presents to their friends in their social bubble.
Tickets for the Elf Raffle will be sold at drop off next week, Monday 30th November- Wednesday 2nd
December (there will also be a chance to buy tickets during Breakfast Club on Tuesday). Tickets are £1 per
ticket and children can buy as many tickets as they want.
Christmas Quiz:
In October, SPPA challenged your Nursery Rhyme knowledge and tried to find the ultimate fashionista amongst
you. This festive season we are getting the whole family involved and putting your Christmas carol/ song
knowledge to the test. SPPA has created a Christmas quiz sheet for the holidays, which come with a little treat.
Packs are priced at £1, and you can buy as many as you want. Christmas quiz packs will be sold at drop off next
week, Monday 30th November- Wednesday 2nd December (there will also be a chance to buy a pack during
Breakfast Club on Tuesday).
We hope you enjoy this activity and it adds to your festive fun this holiday.
SPPA Challenge - Decorate your Door!
Our SHPP spies have told us that competition is hotting up inside the school... We look forward to sharing the
pictures of all the decorated doors in next week’s newsletter.

The SPPA Team

A huge thank you to everyone who donated biscuits for the Cheer appeal. We collected 110 boxes!
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Happy Birthday

Happy Birthday to Artie, Damian and
Ethan!
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Quote of the Week...
Quot Quote of the week
I’ve got a fantastic idea… for Christmas let’s have
a ROAST BEEF FEAST!”
Eloise,
Year 1
(...sharing her gastronomic plans with Mrs Webb)

“Look, a model of God in Heaven!”
Freddie,
Reception
(...finding the SHPPS Nativity Crib)

Follow us on Twitter...

If you aren’t already following us on
Twitter our handle is @shspreprep and
we regularly update the account with
news on the exciting activities in which
the children are taking part.
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YEAR
1
And finally...some
other lovely moments from our week...
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YEAR 1a few more.)
(...and
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