
SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Friday 20 November 2020 

NEWSLETTER 

This week’s national news has been dominated by Christmas, and what may or may not be allowed over the 
festive period.  Our own COVID-aware Christmas preparations are gathering pace as we seek to give the children 
as full a school Christmas experience as possible.  It is fantastic that we are still able to support our local 
community, albeit in a slightly different way to last year.  Please do support the SPPA Christmas plans and the 
CHEER initiative highlighted later in this newsletter and bring in biscuits next week for distribution to some of our 
more elderly neighbours.   

Anti-Bullying week has allowed us to focus on a few of our TRACK values, with Teamwork and Kindness central to 
assemblies and class discussions.  Odd Socks Day was well supported and encouraged the children to celebrate 
their differences and unique characteristics, while highlighting the importance of every single individual within 
our amazing SHPPS team.   

I have seen lots of examples this week of wonderful, aspirational work from our children and have been delighted 
to hand out several ‘Mr Akhurst’s Awesome Achievement Awards’.  It is always a pleasure, as Head, to receive a 
phone call from a member of staff asking me to come and see the work a child has produced that day, and to be 
able to congratulate and encourage them in person.  It is good to reflect sometimes on the progress your child 
has made this term – they really have made great strides in these two months – you should be very proud of 
them!  

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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Early Years News 

Love has been in the air in Reception this week, as the children have been learning about weddings around the 
world.  We looked at how marriage is celebrated within the Christian, Hindu and Jewish faiths.  This has provided 
the theme for the children’s written work and we have been hugely impressed by what they have produced. 

During Circle Time, the children discussed what being in love and getting married means: 

William C:  You can give people a sneaky kiss! 

George :  You can give people you really love a cake. 

Zayn:  You can give them a cuddle too. 

Edward: You can dance with them. 

Theo: If you don't love someone then you really shouldn't marry them! 

Freddie: You have to wear a white dress. 

Raffi: Only on your wedding day you have to wear LOTS of make up because you have to look really beautiful. 

On Thursday, we arrived at school to hear the exciting news that our class toys Gertie and Rocky were getting  
married!   The children had to use their literacy skills to organise this elaborate event.  Noah,  Harrison, Theo and 
William C wrote detailed (and aspirational) wedding gift lists which included Lamborghinis, new water bottles, 
Minecraft toys, muffins and crisps!   

The children also wrote wedding cards to congratulate the toys, using their phonics skills,  while in maths, the 
children demonstrated their measuring skills to make the most delicious little wedding cakes! 

On Friday, Hugo kindly picked some flowers from his garden and brought them in for the bride.  The children had 
a wonderful time at the Wedding! 

 

The Reception Team 
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YEAR 1 Key Stage One News 

It has been a busy week in Year One, 
learning how to find the difference 
between numbers and make 
statements about number 
sentences.  We have continued 
working on our Toys topic and learnt 
about toys through the decades - we 
are all going to try and have a go at the 
Rubik's cube! We finished our week 
completing art to reflect the changes in 
season and decorating four different 
trees.  

Year Two children were excited to read 
the story of Vlad the flea and Boxton 
the rat, who experienced The Great 
Fire of London from a different point of 
view and thankfully managed to 
escape.  We studied the language used 
by the author to create amazing images 
in our minds.  We then wrote our own 
escape stories from the perspective of 
different characters.  We tried to 
include all the writing techniques that 
we have learnt this term in order to 
show off our skills.  The children have 
written some wonderful stories and we 
are very proud of them.  

Our Tudor houses are on display but 
unfortunately seem to have gone up in 
flames! We discussed why The Great 
Fire of London lasted so long and why it 
was so difficult to put it out.  We are 
very thankful for our Fire Service today 
and that we can call on people to help 
us.  We thought about how people care 
for us, especially our friends.  We 
decided what key characteristics we 
wanted in a friend  - mostly we just 
want to play happily with others.  

Our School Council set us the challenge 
to say 'Hello' to lots of different people 
today.  Let's continue over the 
weekend and share our friendly 
SHPPS spirit! 

 

 

The Key Stage One Team 
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Track Certificates were Awarded to: 

TRACK  News... 

Reception 

Zayn for Resilience  

Hugo for Resilience  

Toby for Resilience 

Theo for  Resilience 

 

Nursery 

Dax for Aspiration 

Otto for Resilience  

Year Two 

Aydin for Aspiration  

Olly for Care  

Values Trackers completed for:   

Frank, Taran, Olly, Senan and Oscar 

 

Year One 

Liam for Resilience 

Jeevan for Resilience 

Nathan for Teamwork 

Cam B for Teamwork 

House Points... 

Red 58 

Blue 47 

Yellow 38 

Green 37 
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After School Clubs... 

This week’s Art Club produced some very creative junk modelling, including a space rocket, a 

castle, a duck and a “fab” robot!  

In Gardening Club, the children made beautiful natural-themed Christmas tree decorations using  modelling 

clay and ferns. 
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Cookery Club... 
Cookery Club this week featured Ginger Teddy biscuits 

Part Deux!  Last week the children rolled and shaped the 

dough.  They were then baked to perfection by Madame 

Trier and frozen.   This week the children iced and 

decorated their biscuits.   Eloise made a biscuit for her 

little brother Nicholas and Oscar kindly made one for his 

big brother Max. 



SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Paper Aeroplane Club... 

Officially, SHPPS Paper Aeroplane 

Club does not exist, but the first rule 

of Paper Aeroplane Club would 

obviously be...You do not talk 

about Paper Aeroplane Club!    

Every day, during Breakfast Club 

and After School Care, we see little 

hands busily folding any available 

piece of A4 paper and we have 

identified a  fiercely competitive 

streak in our children, from Nursery 

to Year Two, when discussing flight 

paths and precision folds!   
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Puppy and Kitten News... 

There have been some exceptionally cute and furry 

additions to the School community recently!   

Here’s Frank with his adorable French Bulldog 

puppy, called Columbo! 

Mrs Burger was so excited to welcome gorgeous 

Henry the Springer Spaniel into her home. 

Henry loves to “spring” and pounce on anything 

that moves!  Here he is with his favourite toy, a 

little dog called Boris! 

Miss Forbes has a beautiful little British Blue 

kitten named Arthur, who is fascinated by 

her hair! 
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In Other News... 

We all love to hear about a random 

act of kindness and this week we were 

delighted to be the recipients of one in 

school!  One of our lovely neighbours 

very kindly left a big envelope full of 

Lego cards at school with a beautifully 

hand written note, asking if the 

children might like them.  It is just the 

kind of thoughtful gesture that we  

encourage our children to emulate.  

The cards will be distributed next 

week! 

Thank you to Agastya’s Mummy, for sharing these 
lovely photos of Agastya celebrating Diwali last 

week!   

Agastya had a wonderful time enjoying Diwali 
snacks, lighting diya lamps and getting ready in  

traditional attire. Agastya doesn’t like fireworks at all 
but did have a go with the sparklers! 
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SPPA News... 

ELF RAFFLE 
The SPPA team has exciting festive plans afoot! We have spoken to the Big Man himself, and he’s told us that he 
needs his elves to play an even more important role this year, so… bring on the Elf Raffle! Father Christmas 
needs your children to be his SHPPS Elves for a day!  SPPA will be selling (socially distanced) tickets for the Elf 
Raffle during morning drop-offs on Monday 30th November, Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd December. 
Tickets cost £1 each and you can buy as many as you want.   Mr Akhurst will draw the tickets, and two lucky 
children will find themselves Santa’s Elves for the day!  
 
CHRISTMAS QUIZ 
Following on from the huge success of the half term quiz, SPPA has created a 
festive quiz sheet, with something for all the family. These will be on sale at 
the same time as the Elf Raffle tickets, so please bring an extra £1 and join us 
in some festive quizzing. Each sheet comes with a little festive treat. It’s open 
to all; teachers, extended family etc. 
 
SPPA STAFF CHALLENGE 

Bringing great mirth and very fierce competition, this year SPPA has 
challenged the staff to decorate their classroom doors for the festive season. 
SPPA will award a prize for the best decorated door, so get that tinsel and 
glue gun ready, we can’t wait to see those classroom and office doors (yes - 
you too Mr Akhurst) - we will be judging you!!  

Watch this space…  

 

The SPPA Team 

CHEER Christmas Biscuit Appeal... 

As you know, our chosen charity this year is CHEER. 
CHEER is an Elmbridge-based charity supporting the 

elderly community.  

As you can imagine, it has been a devastatingly difficult 
year, both emotionally and financially, for the elderly. 
SHPPS’s wonderful community spirit has helped us all 

to remain strong and we would love to share that spirit 
with CHEER this Christmas.   

So, we are asking families to donate a box of biscuits 
which CHEER will add to their warm Winter hampers. 

The hampers will be distributed to their members prior 
to Christmas.  

We thank families in advance. A little gesture like this 
can mean so much. 

Please bring your biscuit donations to drop off next 
week, Monday 23rd – Wednesday 25th November. 
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Happy Birthday...  

Happy Birthday to Eliza, who has established her 

own design studio in Nursery, creating beautiful 

little outfits for her Teddy Bear!  Here is  Teddy 

Alice in outfit #3 of the week! 

 

Happy Birthday to Harrison, who with typical 

kindness, wanted to share his birthday and 

brought in party bags for all his friends in 

Reception. 
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If you aren’t already following us 
on Twitter our handle is 

@shspreprep and we regularly 
update the account with news on 
the exciting activities in which the 

children are taking part. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

YEAR 1  Christmas Cards at SHPPS... 

Please bring Christmas cards  for your friends and 

teachers into school during the week commencing 

Monday 30th November.   

Every day that week, we will have designated collection 

boxes for Years One and Two outside the main gate and 

for Nursery and Reception outside the Nursery gate.  

Please put cards into the box labelled with your year 

group!  

The cards will then quarantine and be distributed 

during the last days of term. 
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Quote of the Week! 

Qu

 

Quote of the week  “I’ve got Christmas in my bag! Mummy made me 

Christmas.”   

Otto,  

Nursery 

(...bringing in some festive decorations.) 

 

“Remember Mrs Webb;  funny for kids...not so 

funny for adults.” 

Agastya 

1JB 

(...explaining the difference in generational 

humour.) 

“It was hanging on by a thread.” 

Benji, 

2BW 

(...the situation at home shortly before Benji’s 

dad pulled his tooth out.) 
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YEAR 1  And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 
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YEAR 1  (...and a few more...) 
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YEAR 1  (...and just a few more!) 


