
SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Friday 9 October 2020 

NEWSLETTER 

 

October is in full swing and Autumn is very apparent but can you believe that the children have been making 
Christmas cards this week?  There has been tinsel and glitter all over the school as everyone created their own 
masterpieces, in readiness for individual design submissions next week.  As you can imagine, one or two 
members of staff even used it as an excuse to don their favourite Christmas Jumpers! 

Talking of masterpieces, our whole school Art Day on Wednesday led to some particularly impressive efforts, 
many of which are now displayed across the school.  One of the main frustrations in this current climate is that 
family members are unable to come into the school as previously to see the work the children have been 
producing.  Please do keep an eye on Seesaw for snippets of the school day and examples of work presented 
by the children.  We love seeing their videos and photos too, so please keep these coming! 

We have focused on our school value of Care this week, and it has been tremendous to highlight with the 
children so many examples of Care across the school.  In preparation for our focus on Kindness next week, why 
not ask your children this weekend why being kind is so important – I’d love to hear some of the answers.   

Enjoy your weekend. 

 

 

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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Early Years News 

Up, down, up, down, red, blue, green, red, blue green, circle , square, circle, square - we've been going pattern 
crazy in Reception this week!  We have made patterns with shapes, with our words, with our bodies and on the 
computer. We have drawn and jumped patterns! We have created our own patterns and finished off other 
people’s. It really has been a lot of fun! 

Shapes played a large part in our Art day activities as we considered the work of  Wassily Kandinsky. The children 

looked at and appraised Kandinsky's famous paintings "Squares with concentric circles". Having decided what 

they liked and disliked about his work, the children set about creating their own paintings, with wonderful 

results!  

The  Reception Team 
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YEAR 1 Key Stage One News 

 

Year 1 children have had a busy week displaying a range of wonderful artistic skills through all areas of 

learning.  We started the week creating clay dinosaurs where the children showed great resilience when 

manipulating the clay to form various dinosaur features.  We chose our favourite dinosaur to create and used 

our ever growing knowledge about these to mould long necks, short legs, bumpy backs and sharp horns for our 

models.  These have now been painted and are proudly on display in the classroom with lots of lovely role play 

for the children’s very own small world creations.   

The children arrived with great excitement on Wednesday for Art day and thoroughly embraced the rotation of 

activities.  We looked at the artist Piet Mondrian and made our own paintings using the straight lines and pure 

colours design. The mention of Christmas cards was also very well received and the children experimented with 

finger painting (and a lot of glitter!) to create a wonderful mixture of reindeers, snowmen, gingerbread men and 

Christmas elves.   

We have been so impressed with the work Year 1 have been doing this 

week in maths.  We have introduced the part whole model concept, 

exploring numbers in different ways.  We have identified addition number 

facts when looking at number bonds to 10 and 20 and have enjoyed 

working practically to show various addition calculations to make a whole 

number. Each morning the children have arrived asking to create their own 

part whole models and have loved using the white boards to create 

challenges for their friends and working mentally and practically to 

complete missing numbers on the part whole models.    

Our book focus for English this week has been Dinosaurs in my School.  This 

has been a huge success with the class and the discussion of illustrations, 

locating the hidden dinosaurs throughout the books and retelling the 

naughty things the dinosaurs got up to in the school has been 

fantastic!   The children loved creating their own story map, sequencing the 

events and writing captions for their  excellent illustrations.   
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Harvest Festival... 

This year we are supporting the East Elmbridge Foodbank as part of our Harvest Celebrations.  

The charity supports many people in our local community and support is needed more than ever this year. 
Further information can be found here https://eastelmbridge.foodbank.org.uk/   

If you would like to help,  please bring your food donations in to school in plastic bags on Monday 12th, Tuesday 
13th  and Wednesday 14th October as this will allow us sufficient time to quarantine them before collection.   

 

The charity has specifically asked for the following items: 

 

Jam/Honey/Chocolate Spread 
Tinned Fish 
Tinned Fruit 

Rice Pudding/Custard 
Tomato sauce/Mayonnaise 

Tinned Spaghetti/Macaroni Cheese 
Biscuits 

Fruit Juice 
Small cartons of fruit juice for lunch boxes 

Lunch box snacks 
Peas/Carrots/Tinned Potatoes/Green Beans/Spinach 

Cup a soups/Instant noodles/Microwave rice/Flavoured rice/Dried packets of sauces 
Tea Bags 

Small Jars of Coffee 
Laundry Tablets/Capsules 

Shampoo/Conditioner 
Shower gel 

Cleaning Products/multi surface sprays/anti bacterial sprays 
Handwash pump dispensers 

 

Many thanks in anticipation of your support. 

 

Mrs Davies-Duddy 

https://eastelmbridge.foodbank.org.uk/
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 TRACK  News... 

TRACK Awards were given to: 

Nursery 

Ari for Kindness 

Oran for Care 

Reception 

Joey for Kindness 

Sebastian for Caring 

Harry for Resilience 

Year One 

Harry for  Aspiration  

Harley for Care 

Year Two 

Rufus for Aspiration 

Benji for Aspiration  

George for Aspriation 

Values Trackers were completed by:  

Ibby, Taran, Charlie, Theo, Eshan,  George and Zaki. 

 

Today’s House Point Totals: 

Blue House 30 

Green House 29 

Red House 19 

Yellow House 14 

On Wednesday,  please could all 

children arrive at school wearing  

their House Tee Shirts for House 

Challenge Morning! 

If you don’t know which House 

your child is in, please ask your 

child’s teacher. 

 

Many thanks. 

Mrs Davies-Duddy 

House News... 
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Happy Birthday  

Happy Birthday to 

Edward and Monty! 

 

SPPA are excited to have created a little quiz for the children and their families for half term. This is a new 
activity for SPPA, so we hope you enjoy it! 

The quiz packs cost £1, which includes the quiz sheet, a pencil, and a little treat.  

To request your pack(s), please email sppassoc@gmail.com with the following information: 

- Childs name 

- Childs class 

- How many packs you require 

Boxes will be at the morning drop off gates next week to collect the money (please note, you 
won’t be able to take change.) 

Due to Covid restrictions it is important we have received all the pack requests via email by Monday 13th 
October, so the packs can be prepared and quarantined in time for Friday, when the children will receive their 
packs in their school bags.  

SPPA has lots of ideas for the year ahead, with slightly different approaches to our usual events. We welcome 
any ideas and additions to our SPPA community. Please feel free to contact us on sppassoc@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
The SPPA Team  

SPPA News... 

mailto:sppassoc@gmail.com
mailto:sppassoc@gmail.com
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 Toad in the Hole Sensation!!!!!! 

We know we are very lucky to have Chef Andy 

and the lovely Sylvie and Wendy cooking 

delicious lunches for us every day, but 

sometimes we are reminded that he raises the 

bar just a little bit!  On Tuesday, Andy made 

Toad in the Hole for the children.  Of course he 

did a vegetarian version too, for our children on 

meat-free diets, but he confided in the office 

staff in the morning that, in order to avoid the 

dreaded “soggy bottom” in the middle of his 

Yorkshire pudding, he had started cooking extra 

early and made a perfect, round, individual 

Yorkshire pudding for every child… 

Mrs Davies-Duddy was delighted the next 

morning to find a note from William C’s 

Mummy, explaining that she had been 

pressurised into creating the dish at home!  

Here is her letter and a photo of her (perfectly 

presentable) attempt at Toad in the Hole! 

PS.  The Year Two children were delighted to 

discover that Chef Andy had brought his remote 

control toy racing car into school today… there 

was a lot of excitement as they chased it around 

the playground after lunch! 
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IN OTHER NEWS… Quote of the Week! 

If you aren’t already following us 
on Twitter our handle is 

@shspreprep and we regularly 
update the account with news on 
the exciting activities in which the 

children are taking part. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

Quote of the Week 

Mrs Webb:  How do we make the f sound? 

Ted: The are three ways f, ph and th. 

Mrs Webb:  I'm not sure about th, I think my tongue is in a different place? 

Ted:  Yes, but not for me as I've lost my front teeth! 

Ted, Year 2 
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YEAR 1  And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 
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YEAR 1  (...and a few more.) 


