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Friday 16 October 2020 

NEWSLETTER 

We reach half-term at the end of what has been an eventful, action-packed week at SHPPS.  Despite the 
ongoing challenges of living in the age of COVID-19, it has been a half-term to remember, and one of which I 
am proud.  The children have been quite superb and the staff have given their all.   

This week has been an excellent example of the children working hard while also thoroughly enjoying their Pre-
Prep experience.  Today’s “bright colours” MUFTI Day was simply a chance to celebrate all that has been 
achieved together over these past few weeks.  Reception children had their own celebrations at their two day, 
‘Festival at the Field’ which I can tell you from first-hand experience was a wonderful event which will long be 
talked about.  I believe the Reception children, and staff, will sleep very well tonight. 

We have also been involved this week in Harvest performances, football festivals and the whole-school House 
Challenge day.  Congratulations to Red House for coming out on top of that competition. 

The latest Government updates will undoubtedly make half-term, and the weeks to come, that bit more 
challenging.  It is a concerning and frustrating time, yet we will continue to do all we can to provide our very 
best for these children and provide a safe, secure environment for them.  I do think we have so much to be 
grateful and thankful for, even in these strange times.   

I hope you are able to enjoy something of a break these next two weeks, even if it is not the one you 
anticipated.  We so look forward to seeing everyone again at the beginning of November.   

 

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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Early Years News 
Our Nursery children have been setting themselves new and 

different challenges this week, demonstrating the true SHPPS ‘have 

a go’ attitude. The children have been trying to be as independent 

as possible and the Autumnal weather has provided the perfect 

opportunity for them to find their own coats and try to put them  

on themselves. Lots of cheers and smiles for every success! 

“Oh yes. I’m going to do it myself tomorrow.” announced Kelly  

 

At Forest School we embarked on a Number Hunt amongst the 

trees. Numbers were called out with the challenge to hunt high 

and low for each given number.  David found number 3 on a log, 

James spotted number 7 on “the big tree,” whilst Eloise’s attention 

was caught by a number 5 leaf blowing in the breeze.  

Happy hedgehogs are still very popular in Nursery and they have 

continued to inspire some wonderful artwork.  Hand painting is 

always a favourite activity and the children thought it was brilliant 

when their brown hand prints looked a lot like their spiky friends, 

with the addition of some wobbly eyes! 

“He’s sleeping in the leaves.” said Oscar 

 

Another exciting trial came in the form of House Challenge Day. 

Proudly wearing their House colours the children displayed some 

careful and precise physical skills when attempting to balance 

House Points on lemons bobbing in the water tray. Not an easy 

exercise but one that was enjoyed by all the Houses - Blue, Red, 

Yellow and Green alike.  

“I put seven red ones on the lemon but they fell off  I think 

tomorrow I can get eight because I’m getting better! predicted 

Ethan C. 

 

 

The  Nursery Team 
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Festival at the Field! 

Mrs Davies-Duddy, Mrs Maclean 

and Mrs Jandu organised the most 

amazing two-day Festival at our 

Field this week!   

The children toasted marshmallows 

and drank hot chocolate.  They 

painted, made friendship bracelets 

and headbands and played team 

games.  They had their music lesson 

in the open air after our intrepid 

Head of Music Miss Forbes 

transported her keyboard up to the 

Field.  Mr Akhurst somehow 

managed to obtain a VIP Pass and 

visited just in time to demonstrate 

his skills in the ancient sport of 

welly-wanging.   

Has there EVER been a better way 

to spend two days? 
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YEAR 1 Key Stage One News 

What's the time, Year Two?  

This week we have revised telling the time on an analogue clock.  We have looked closely at the position of the 
hour and minute hands to help us decide whether it is before or after o'clock. We can tell the time to 15 minutes 
and enjoyed playing time games on the new chromebooks.   

We have talked about keeping our computing passwords safe and helped Smartie the penguin to make the right 
decisions when using the internet on his new tablet.  We learnt a song to help us remember how to search the 
internet safely.    "You've got to think think think, before you click click click........" 

The story of Emma Jane and her aeroplane now has many, many sequels.  The lucky lady has visited some new 
exotic destinations Africa, France, Antarctica and Lanzarote to name a few! She has met some new animal 
characters and avoided new disasters in her flying machine.  

We investigated using switches in a circuit and even made our own.  We had to connect the wires carefully and 
close the switch to make the buzzer work.  It was great fun when we all used our buzzers at the same time!  

We completed our transport topic by looking at vehicles from long, long ago.  We studied examples of Viking 
Longboats and made our own.  We tried to make our boats look as strong and fearsome as possible! 
 

 

The Year Two Team 
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Pre-Christmas Preparations... 

We acknowledge that it’s far too early to be thinking about Christmas, but our classrooms felt a little like Santa’s 

workshop last week as the children reached for glitter and tissue paper and worked on their Christmas card 

designs.   

Your Christmas gift dilemmas are now solved … please see the letter below from Mrs Jandu, which explains how 

to order all sorts of Yuletide goodies emblazoned with your child’s design. 

mailto:ajandu@shstrust.net
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YEAR 1 Art Club... 

 

In the past few weeks, the children have studied  Mondrian and  made beautiful Venetian-inspired masks.  
This week however, things took a spooky turn when the children used bin liners and tissue paper to make 

elaborate costumes.    Mrs Davies-Duddy was alarmed to walk into the classroom just before dismissal to find 
that a giant spider, a bat, an enormous  pumpkin and assorted scary creatures had replaced our lovely 

children!   

We are always impressed by the creativity shown by our children and this week was no exception.   
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Caviidaen News... 

There have been two small, furry additions to the Year Two classroom! S'mores and Fudge are both gorgeous 

little guinea pigs.  Fudge is brown and S'mores is the colour of a toasted marshmallow and some melted 

chocolate, sandwiched between two Graham Crackers.  

Readers may not be aware that breeders stopped breeding 

guinea pigs during lockdown for fear of a glut, which in 

turn created a national shortage when lockdown ceased. 

Mrs Webb kindly endured a long queue at the pet shop to 

procure our two little friends. Needless to say, they have 

proved hugely popular with the children who have noticed 

that S'mores is "greedy and adventurous" and "likes to sit 

on his shelf and watch us doing maths". We have less 

information about Fudge, who seems to be rather a dark 

horse.  
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Track Certificates were Awarded to: 

TRACK  News... 

Year One 

Liam for Teamwork 

Danny for Teamwork  

Toran for Aspiration  

Cam B for Kindness 

Year Two 

Theo for Kindness 

Zaki for Care 

Values Tracker - Frank  

 

Nursery 

James for Care 

Kelly for Kindness 

Reception 

The Entire Class for Teamwork 

Harry D for Care 

Raffi for Resilience 

House Points 

Red - 23 

Green - 21 

Blue - 18 

Yellow - 17 

 

House Challenge Morning 

Red - 65 

Green - 63 

Blue - 53 

Yellow - 53 
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Happy Birthday  

Happy Birthday to Kingsley! 

SPPA News... 

 

A big thank you for all the support for the SPPA half term quiz pack. We have been overwhelmed by the take 
up, and we hope you enjoy the activity, as well as the colourful mouths of the children after their lollies!  

 

Answers will be circulated after the half term break.  

 

We will be back with more creative planning after half term. Please feel free to get in touch via 
sppasoc@gmail.com with any ideas or to join our fab team. 

 

The SPPA Team  

mailto:sppasoc@gmail.com
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IN OTHER NEWS… Quote of the Week! 

If you aren’t already following us 
on Twitter our handle is 

@shspreprep and we regularly 
update the account with news on 
the exciting activities in which the 

children are taking part. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

Quote of the Week 

 

Quote of the week  
“Mrs Webb, your eyes are like Autumn.” 

Taran, 2BW 

(...and he’s right; Mrs Webb has amazing 

greeny-brown eyes). 

Ari:  I live in Cobham 

Mrs Curtis:  I live in Cobham too! 

Ari:  OH WOW!  So we’re the same age! 

 

Ari, Nursery 
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YEAR 1  And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 
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YEAR 1  (...and a few more.) 


