
SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Friday 11 September 2020 

NEWSLETTER 

As we have gathered back at school this week the children have been met with bubbles – both on the ground, as 
we stay in our COVID safe distinct groups, and in the air, where bubbles have greeted the children on their arrival 
at school. 

It has been a joy to meet all of our new children and to welcome back our returnees.  It has been wonderful to 
watch all of the children growing into school life as the week has gone on, settling in so quickly.  Smiling children 
back in school, clearly enjoying everything on offer, make the endless hours over the Summer spent on Risk 
Assessments and adjusted school plans so worthwhile.  

One thing that has been particularly enjoyed is the fabulous new school playground, which appeared over the 
Summer weeks.  You will see some pictures of the playground, and the bubbles, in this newsletter and on our 
Twitter page.  A huge thank you to our Parents’ Association, SPPA, for their amazing contribution to this exciting 
project. 

We are conscious that we are not able to welcome you into school as we would normally like to, and it is more 
challenging to interact and engage with you.   As always, we will be creative and find safe ways to do this, 
including this Thursday’s Parents Information Evening.  Full details of how to log in to this will be sent in the next 
few days. 

Do enjoy a lovely weekend and make the most of the forecast late Summer warm sunshine!  

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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Welcome to Nursery! 

WOW! 

What a wonderful first week in our 

nursery.  

We have had so much fun meeting 

and making new friends, exploring all 

our new Classroom Learning Areas 

and finding out about what fun it is to 

be at school. We especially love our 

Scrumptious Snack Station. 

Kingsley – “We put rubbish in the bin, 

fruit is in the apple bin.” 

Ethan – “Me! I’m counting numbers.” 

Kelly – “I’m so happy!” 

The Nursery Team 
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YEAR 1 Welcome to Reception! 

 

We were thrilled to welcome back many of our friends from Nursery and we were delighted to introduce them 
to their new classmates.   We have seen some wonderful sharing and turn-taking as the children have begun to 

make new friends.  

We have been very impressed with how confidently the children have said goodbye to their parents and 
engaged in so many fun activities.   They have adapted easily to their new routines and have enjoyed exploring 

new areas of the school.  Unsurprisingly, the new playground is proving very popular! 

 

The Reception Team 
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YEAR 1 Welcome to Year One! 

 It has been so wonderful to welcome the children into Year One and we have all had a fantastic first week.  
Our new Dinosaur topic has been met with great enthusiasm and the children have shared lots of 

detailed knowledge.   

We arrived in our classroom on Thursday morning to find a large nest containing a huge egg,  with a mysterious 
note asking us to take care of it.   

“I don't know how it got here!” questioned Agastya. 

“I think there is a real animal in the egg, it is shaking and moving” said Danny.  

"I can't wait to see what is inside the egg!" exclaimed Jeevan. 

The children were curious about where the egg might have come from and what could be inside it.  They 
showed great kindness when thinking about how they should care for the egg and they remembered how we 

look after our baby chicks in school every year.   

"I think it is nap time, so maybe we could read it a story?" suggested Zach.    

Harley drew upon his knowledge of how to look after eggs and suggested that our cuddly class dinosaur might 
sit with the egg to keep it warm.  There were very varied suggestions about what might hatch from the egg, 

ranging from a dragon or baby dinosaurs, to an ostrich or Big Foot!  When asked what we should do with the 
egg and what hatched out of it, Harrison gave a delightfully simple answer;  'we should love it’.  Eloise, Ivy and 

Toran decided it would be important to make it feel welcome in the class, whatever it was.  They created a play 
area with toys, friends and a comfortable bed for our new addition!  

The egg hatched on Friday morning.  It was a dinosaur!  "I knew it!" exclaimed Cam B.   We very 
proudly welcomed the new baby dinosaur into Year One. Although we are yet to name him, we are taking our 

responsibilities towards him very seriously.   

 

The Year 1 Team 
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YEAR 1 Welcome to Year 2! 

Year Two children have had such an exciting first week.  We were all so delighted to see the new playground.   

   "I absolutely love it!" said Arthur.   

We have been getting down to work on our new topic 'Travel and Transport'. We looked at modes of transport 
from the past and present and thought about which we might use to travel to the shops or go on holiday.  It was 

probably the first time ever that the majority of  Year 2 children went on a Summer holiday in the car, rather than 
on an aeroplane! 

We painted our favourite vehicles and a very large train to make a beautiful display. 

In English, we watched the short film ''Taking Flight', where Tony went on some amazing adventures with his 
Grandpa.  We retold the story of his adventure through the jungle and used wonderful adjectives to describe 

what he had seen.   

We have enjoyed reading The Enormous Crocodile by Roald Dahl.  It is Roald Dahl Day on Sunday, so we hope 
you enjoy some stories at home too! 

 

 

The Year 2 Team 
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SPPA News... 

A huge thank you to SPPA for their generous 

contribution to our beautiful new playground!  

Ted and Benji helped Mr Akhurst to cut the 

ribbon and officially open the playground on 

Tuesday morning.  There was a lot of 

excitement and a lot of bubbles… 
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Welcome to... 

We are delighted to welcome some new members of staff this term!   

Mrs Burger - Nursery Team 

Mrs Burger is a hugely 

experienced and well qualified 

EYFS lead and teacher, who has 

worked at Hurst Park Primary 

School for many years and been 

a key part of their Senior 

Leadership Team. She is looking 

forward to having a new puppy 

join her family soon! 

Mr Winter  

Mr Winter is our Gap Year 

Student and he is supporting the 

children across the school, 

working closely with our Nursery 

children in particular.   In his 

spare time he runs and he also 

keeps chickens! 

 

If you aren’t already following us 
on Twitter our handle is 

@shspreprep and we regularly 
update the account with news on 
the exciting activities in which the 

children are taking part. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

Miss Wallin - Year 1 Team 

Miss Wallin is providing support in 

Year One.  She has a Psychology 

degree from the University of 

Portsmouth and is working 

towards her Doctorate in 

Educational Psychology.  She lives 

in Weybridge and is a member of 

the GB Softball Team! 
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YEAR 1  And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 
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YEAR 1  (...and a few more.) 


