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NEWSLETTER 

This has been an “interesting” year for all academic institutions, including us here at Shrewsbury House Pre-Prep.  

Few could have imagined what this year would have looked like or the issues that we would face.  It has been an 

incredibly challenging time for everyone.  I am so proud of the way our whole school community has risen to 

every challenge and maintained such positivity. 

Today, I want to acknowledge our children and particularly our Year Two leavers.  We had feared that we may 

have had to say goodbye without them returning to school at all.  We were so grateful to have been able to share 

the final two weeks of term with them, which allowed us to give them a fantastic send-off.  Last Friday afternoon 

was  a lovely way to mark the end of their time with us, with a socially distanced picnic and Prize Giving held at 

our Field.  The accolades given to each child were thoroughly deserved.    

We wish our Year Two children much success and happiness at their next schools and we know they will go on to 

achieve great things.  We will miss the children, and their families, hugely.  Their future schools are extremely 

fortunate to have them.  

We look forward to welcoming returning children and a significant number of new faces in 

September.  In the meantime, I wish you all a wonderful Summer.   

Jon Akhurst 

Head 



SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Nursery 

We can always rely on our Nursery children to supply charm, humour and bags of energy.  We are delighted by 

how well they have adapted to “the new normal” this term at school and we are in awe of our six  “new joiners” 

who have blended into the school so seamlessly that it’s hard to remember a time before they were here.   

We were so proud of the youngest members of our school family on Prize Day.  They sang  “Do Your Ears Hang 

Low?” beautifully and then, spurred on with encouragement from Mr Akhurst, decided on an encore which 

would “wake up the neighbours  across the road”.  We think they achieved this!   
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YEAR 1 Reception 

Our Reception children make us smile every day.  Throughout this academic year we have been inspired by their 

caring attitude to their friends, their generosity of spirit, their creativity and their love of learning.  Although we 

missed the children during lockdown we were amazed by their resilience and we loved seeing their Seesaw 

interactions.  It has been an absolute pleasure to watch them grow into the wonderful little people they are and 

we were delighted to hear them sing and play their musical instruments for a  beautiful version of  “You are my 

Sunshine” on Friday morning.  
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Year One 

Our Year One children sang a wonderful version of “Old Bill Jones” at our Prize Day morning.  This year 

we have seen the children mature and develop as they left Early Years and embarked on Key Stage One 

learning.  It has been lovely to see how their friendships have grown across the year group and they 

have become a strong team. They have conducted experiments, written acrostic poems, lived the life 

of a pirate and tried every day to put their TRACK values of teamwork, resilience, aspiration, care and 

kindness into practice.   As JoJo said to Mrs Rice, “It seems like yesterday that we were in Reception and 

now we are ready for Year Two!”  We couldn’t agree more. 
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SPPA Surprise... 

Friday morning was a little busy here at the Pre-Prep and Mr Akhurst and Mrs Davies-Duddy were 

uncharacteristically lost for words when the “9am meeting” requested by Mrs Smith and Mrs Kennedy from the 

SPPA committee turned out to be a complete ruse!  The Committee had secretly commissioned the most 

beautiful painting of the school set against a rainbow background and featuring the lyrics to “over the rainbow”, 

and decided to present it to us on the final day of term.   It was an incredibly thoughtful gift, and a perfect way to 

commemorate this year.   A huge thank you to everyone for organising such a lovely surprise. 
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Year Two Leavers Went Wild at the Field! 

Take 27 Year Two Leavers and a handful of siblings and provide easy access to an abundance of large sticks (to 

use as swords).  Add in an inspired “teacher gift” of Frisbees to re-fashion as shields (thank you, Miss Almeida!),  

and place a big field on a beautifully sunny, Summer afternoon.     

Mix and enjoy! 
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Prize Day Afternoon Continued... 
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Our Amazing SHPPS Leavers... 

Alex:  SHPPS Care Award Dylan:  Forest School Award Jono:  Creative Writing Award 

Eric:  Handwriting Cup Alex:  SHPPS Teamwork Award Joshua: Progress in Reading Award 

Wilbur: SHPPS Creativity Award Alexander:  Friendship Cup Calum: Reading Cup 
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The Class of 2020... 

Finn:  SHPPS Kindness Award 

Luca: Sports Achievement Award 

William: SHPPS Aspiration Award Fisher:  Spirit of SHPPS Cup 

Miles:  Maths Cup 

William:  Courtesy Cup 

Charlie: School Ambassador Award 

Henry: SHPPS Friendship Award 

Nathanael: SHPPS French Award 
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We are SO Proud of You! 

Aaron:  Alta Peto Award 

Adrian: SHPPS Resilience Award 

Stanley: Deputy Head’s Creativity Cup Daniel:  Computing Cup 

Daniel:  Art Cup 

Ishaan:  Houghton Cup for Sports 

Jack:  Endeavour Award 

Thomas:  Music Cup  

Aiyan:  Progress in Maths Award 
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We were delighted to welcome our Year Two Families... 
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A few more photos... 
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And finally, a few more lovely moments from our Prize Day... 

We can’t think of 

anyone more nurturing 

than Mrs Akhurst... 

except when it comes 

to houseplants (and 

bizarrely, squirrels, but 

that’s another story).  

Here she is, celebrating 

another term that the 

office orchid has 

survived despite her 

best efforts. 


