NEWSLETTER
Friday 5 June 2020

So, this was the week that the partial return of
school happened! The preparations have been
extensive and challenging but as soon as we saw
the smiles of the children who ran through the
gates on Wednesday morning, we knew it was all
worth it!
The week has gone incredibly well and the
children have adapted remarkably to a rather
different school set-up. They have been a real
credit to everyone, displaying tremendous
resilience and a mature awareness of the
situation. It is clear that you have done a
fantastic job speaking to your children about the
coronavirus and the unusual circumstances they
face.
Starting a new school is daunting at the best of
times and for six Nursery children, in the midst of
our COVID-19 adjusted life, this week has been
their very first experience of Shrewsbury House
Pre-Prep. I am delighted with the way that all of
our new joiners have settled, becoming a much
loved part of our school already. We all look
forward to getting to know you better in the
weeks ahead.
We like to take time here to celebrate
achievements of all of our children both inside
and outside of school. Today, I would particularly
like to congratulate Luca in Year 2 who received
the wonderful news that he has been selected to
play tennis for Surrey. Many congratulations
Luca, we are very proud of you!
Do enjoy a good weekend. We look forward to
all that next week has to offer!
Jon Akhurst
Head
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Nursery

We were delighted to welcome our Nursery children including our new joiners this week. Our new friends have
settled in incredibly well and the children who have returned have adapted to the new set-up.
The children have continued to contribute work on Seesaw at home and we have seen some lovely examples of
work on measurement both at home and at school. Edward W observed, “I was taller than the flowers but the
trees were taller than me.”

This week we have been learning about British flowers and the children had an opportunity to enjoy the scent of
wild honeysuckle as part of their sensory exploration. Eliza remarked, “It smells of honey.” The children used
wonderful bright colours when finger painting their flower gardens, expressing their knowledge of the different
parts of the plant. Harrison cautioned us to watch out for the “spiky thorns on the stem.”

The Nursery Team
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YEAR 1
Reception
This week Reception children have headed off
to the seaside as part of our topic 'Oh I do like
to be beside the seaside!'. We have
thought about the items we would take with us
and have shared some of things you can do, see
and eat at the seaside. We discussed how to
stay safe in the sun and made some wonderful
posters reminding us to wear sun hats and sun
cream and to drink lots of water too. The
children have promised us that they will try and
do these things to keep themselves safe! We
also wrote postcards telling our friends and
family about some of the things we have done;
there were quite a few postcards mentioning
ice creams!
We look forward to finding out more about the
seaside as our topic continues over the coming
weeks.
The Reception Team
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Year One
The new half of term has started with Year 1 joining
Captain Sea Dog Sparrow on his pirate adventures! They
have shown such enthusiasm and excitement taking on
their roles as pirates and thinking of their own pirate
names and favourite treasure. We have been busy
creating our own treasure island and we were so
impressed with the imaginative ideas for the different
island features. As we continued with our learning of
instruction writing and using bossy verbs, the children then
wrote instructions to help a pirate friend to find the buried
treasure on their island.
In history this week, our learning has been focused on the
great explorer Captain Cook. We learnt all about his
voyages and the discovery and exploration of
Australia. We learnt that Captain Cook was a cartographer
and Benji confidently explained that this means he
designed maps. The children were very impressed with
the life story of Captain Cook and enjoyed taking part in a
true or false quiz to test their knowledge. Ibby proudly
identified the name of Captain Cook's ship The Endeavour,
and Rufus was the first to recognise the map of Australia
as the country that was being explored.
We look forward to more pirate adventures over the
coming weeks!

The Year One Team
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Year Two
Year Two children have really impressed us with their
enthusiastic start to this half term. It was lovely to catch up
with all the children on our virtual calls on Wednesday. Each
group displayed an excellent knowledge of board games and it
seems we have all been playing a lot of Monopoly at
home! Alex A and Nathanel showed particularly impressive
knowledge of what the games looked like.
We have zoomed into space to start our 'Aim High' topic and
the children have been learning the order of the planets. We
have seen some fantastic creative work including videos to
explain what the planets are like. We think that some of the
children have futures in public speaking and broadcasting as a
result of making videos on Seesaw.
We laughed a lot at Year Two’s silly sentences using
homophones:
The lion said "Roar" so I told it to stop and threw a raw carrot
at it! - Alex H
I ate a leek while taking a leak! - Charlie C
Which witch stole the house from the hare that had lots of
hair? - Miles
I started to wail when I saw the whale. - Luca
We have been discussing positive and negative risks and we
were pleased to see that all the children considered it was
worthwhile to take a risk and attempt more challenging
work. Removing a low block from a Jenga stack seemed
slightly more controversial and is definitely up for debate at
home!

The Year Two Team
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Outdoor Fun...
Harley has been enjoying the sunshine in his fabulous
neon green paddling pool!

Taran made a campfire and toasted
marshmallows with his sister!

Jono has had lots of fun playing on his water
slide and enjoying some (very) quiet time
reading Asterix books in his garden!
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More Outdoor Fun...
Nathanael found a very impressive stag beetle!

Joshua has had lots of fun playing
in the woods!
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Space Exploration News...
Alexander had lots of fun this
week watching a Virtual Reality
film about the International
Space Station and Tim Peake!
He also made this amazing
model of the solar system!

Wilbur was the sun in the Solar System and made a
fantastic robot for space exploration!

Astronaut Harley was very excited to watch the
launch of SPACE EX!
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Your Brilliant Hobbies...
Danny planted some potatoes with his daddy!
Here he is watering them...

Joshua and his sister practised their
Karate moves in the garden!

Wilbur has been doing lots of mountain biking and
hiking. Here he is with his brother Kingsley on the Seven
Sisters Beach on the South Downs and stretching before
he goes out on his bike!
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Your Amazing Creations...
We were rather concerned at the
sighting of a Pirate ship called “The
Crossbone Looters” and its Captain,
the fearsome pirate, Walter
O’Silver, (who bears an uncanny
resemblance to George)!

We loved Wilbur’s awesome Lego castle!
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Cookery News...
Olly made delicious bread at home!

Wilbur made “Afghans” which are a
traditional New Zealand cookie!

Jono made amazing peanut butter and
chocolate chip cookies!

SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP

Lepidopteran News...

There was much excitement in
Felix’s house this week when his
beautiful Painted Lady
butterflies finally hatched! This
is Felix’s third year of ordering
an online butterfly hatching kit.
Felix’s Mummy very kindly
shared these lovely photos of
the tiny caterpillars arriving,
then turning into chrysalides
and then into butterflies!
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TRACK
This week’s TRACK certificates were awarded to:
Nursery:
Sasha for Aspiration
Harry for Resilience
RKD:
Felix for Resilience
Jeevan for Aspiration
Cameron W for Aspiration
Year 1:

Joseph C for Aspiration
Theo for Aspiration
Year 2:
Thomas S for Aspiration
Charlie C for Aspiration
Luca for Aspiration
William R for Aspiration
And Congratulations to Arthur and Ted, who won their Five Star
Awards!

Follow us on Twitter...

If you aren’t already following us
on Twitter our handle is
@shspreprep and we regularly
update the account with news on
the exciting activities in which the
children are taking part.
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Your AMAZING achievements! We are SO proud of you!
HUGE congratulations to Luca, who has
been chosen to play Tennis for the Surrey
County Team!!

Well done to Mylan, who has learnt to ride his pedal bike!
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Happy Birthday to...

Happy Birthday to Immie, Sebastian, Lenny
and Eric!

We LOVED Aaron’s Harry
Potter themed cake!
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