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Friday 19 June 2020 

NEWSLETTER 

Late on Thursday afternoon, we were put 

on high alert at SHPPS as we had word that 

the Red Arrows, accompanied by the 

Patrouille de France (PAF), would be passing 

close by as part of the celebrations to mark 

the 80th anniversary of an historic wartime 

speech by former French General Charles 

de Gaulle.  Unfortunately, they were not 

close enough to be seen in Claygate or 

Esher but Mrs Davies-Duddy had an 

amazing view from  East Molesey.  I hope 

some of you may have seen them too.  

We have been looking to the skies all week  

at school as our theme has been ‘aiming 

high’, linking to our TRACK value of 

aspiration.  All of the children have been 

encouraged to set themselves targets and 

goals and to seek to achieve their very best 

in all of their work.  Year 2 continue to look 

at space, as part of their ‘aim high’ topic, 

and the evidence in their stories, power 

point presentations and videos this week is 

that many have really hit the heights and 

produced superb, aspirational work. 

Our exciting news of the week is that our 

Year 2  children will be able to join us at 

school from Monday, so for at least part of 

the day, we will have all year groups back 

together, if not quite alongside each other.  

The forecast for the middle of next week is 

very hot so please do ensure your children 

have sun cream on, before 

they come to school, and that 

they have a hat with them. 

Have a lovely weekend! 

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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Nursery 

The Nursery children have had an exciting week learning about all the different types of fruit. They enjoyed 

listening to the story  Handa’s Surprise. They were fascinated as they learnt new names of some exotic African 

fruits.  

Zac said, “Handa says there is a surprise. The surprise was there were tangerines instead of other fruits in her 

basket.” 

Stefan was amused and said, “so many tangerines fell in the basket.” 

Oscar remembered  “the giraffe picked the pineapple.” 

Edward said “My favourite fruit is a tangerine because it is very juicy.” 

Thinking about his favourite fruit Ted said, “probably mango. Some of it feels soft and some feels hard. “ 

James painted a beautifully coloured pineapple and told us that “pineapples are sour.”  

Edward W created two fabulous Fruity Faces with an array of different fruit, calling them Jeremy and Thomas 

“because the Thomas stories are my favourite.”  

We had fun weighing lots of different kinds of fruit, working out if four small apples would be heavier than one 

big grapefruit and how could we get the scales to balance. Harrison said they were “even” when we took away 

one satsuma and the two trays balanced perfectly.  

The children enjoyed making “sh – shields” using assorted plastic recycling materials. They decorated their 

shields and used them as they engaged in role play.  Outside in the playground the children were very proud of 

their achievements as they practised their fine motor skills, forming numbers using water paints.  

 

The Nursery Team 
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YEAR 1 Reception 

This week we have fully immersed ourselves in the world of 
lighthouses after listening to the story of The Lighthouse Keeper's 
Lunch.  We discovered what it would be like to live in a 
lighthouse and some of the difficulties of doing so.  We wrote 
instructions for making a sandwich for Mr Grinling and worked on 
our weighing skills to see if we could make him a sandwich that 
wouldn't be too heavy for the basket to go across the zip wire. We 
wrote some amazing letters to go in the basket too! 

We were fascinated by the true story of Grace Darling,  a young girl 
who lived in a lighthouse and bravely rescued nine people from a 
ship that had crashed into some rocks.  We all thought she had been 
very brave. We tried to think of some kind words to say to Hamish 
the cat to encourage him to be brave. 

Our favourite part of the week was making our very own lighthouses. 
We learnt about electricity and how to keep safe when using it.  We 
made our own circuits and then used these to illuminate the bulbs 
for our lighthouses.  We were very resilient because the crocodile 
clips were a bit tricky to squeeze and we had to REALLY concentrate 
when we used the glue gun! 

We have had a fabulous week in Reception! 

 

The Reception Team 
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Year One 

Year 1 children have continued to enjoy “all things pirate” again this 

week. The enthusiasm for this topic has been delightful to see and the 

opportunities and ideas for activities suggested by the children are 

endless! We began the week learning about life on board a pirate ship. 

After identifying the different jobs along with the duties for each crew 

member, the boys then chose their role aboard our ship. These ranged 

from the captains, master gunners, cabin boys and carpenters to the 

ship’s cook. We experienced a day in the life of one of the crew learning 

about pirate activities, sleeping arrangements and hygiene and the 

limited options of pirate food. We discussed the food we didn’t like but 

agreed it all sounded a lot better than bone soup, sour cabbage and hard 

tack biscuits possibly filled with maggots! The boys wrote some 

wonderful diary entries explaining their duties on board and how they 

spent their day.   

 “I woke up and screamed because the captain was in front of me and he 

was so hungry for his breakfast!”  

Oscar, the cook. 

“I sang, danced and played cards for hours until dinner.  For dinner I had 

bone soup.  I hate bone soup!  I hope it’s not bone soup tomorrow!” 

Benji, the carpenter 

In Art this week, we have been creating pirate self-portraits. The boys 

carefully sketched their portraits including eye patches, earrings, hats, 

jewellery and black and yellow teeth. Some even chose to include scars 

from their adventures as pirates.  We then used pastels to add colour and 

completed our artwork with a pirate-themed striped background.  The 

boys were so proud of their self portraits and seem to have adapted to 

pirate life incredibly well!  

 

The Year One Team 
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Year Two 

Our exploration of space has continued and 
we are thoroughly enjoying our journey! This 
week we have looked at the race into space, 
creating a timeline from the first living 
creature, a fruit fly, into space to the latest 
exciting launch of the SpaceEx rocket last 
month. The children have sorted and labelled 
this non-fiction writing as well as writing 
amazing space themed stories later in the 
week.  Using the Wallace and Gromit story of 
the Grand Day Out as our inspiration, the 
children have planned and written their own 
space adventures, which have been wonderful 
to read. The exciting vocabulary that the 
children have used has just blown us away!! 

 

Our Science has been helping us to understand 
our own world as well as space beyond us, as 
we have tried to understand the different 
phases of the moon and how it impacts our 
world.  

 

Year Two children have also had a lot of fun 
extending their understanding of symmetry 
which has led to some great investigations and 
some challenging problems trying to find all 
the lines of symmetry in a shape. The Year 2 
team were really impressed with how much 
the boys had remembered from last term! 

 

The Year Two Team 

Nathanael made a brilliant Phases of the 

Moon illustration from chocolate 

buttons and Aaron painted this beautiful 

space picture. 
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Actualités françaises 
This week in French, Year 2  children have used their understanding of the French number system and their new 

knowledge of the months to tell me their birthdays in French. I have been so impressed by their confidence and 

super pronunciation! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Reception, children have really gone the extra kilometre by telling me the foods they like and don’t 

like on a picnic. Such enthusiasm and resilience! 

Year 1 have posted videos where some of them role-played going to a shop and asking for ice cream; 

“Je voudrais une glace au chocolat.” This made me feel very proud!  

 

Nursery children continued to delight, entertain and impress me with their singing and dancing to 

some French songs, such as Gouzi Gouzi (Hokey Cokey). Recently they have revised their vocabulary 

for the face and body with the help of Monsieur Pomme de Terre.  

Pierre and Francois have been on hand to help the children with their language skills! 

 

Madame Trier 
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TRACK News... 

This week’s TRACK Certificates were awarded to: 

 

NURSERY 

Julian for Resilience 

Mylan for Resilience 

Freddie for Resilience 

 

RECEPTION 

Zach C for Kindness 

Liam for Aspiration 

Danny for Aspiration 

Harrison S for Aspiration 

 

YEAR 1 

Taran for Aspiration 

Olly for Aspiration 

Benji for Kindness 

Senan for Aspiration 

Oscar for Aspiration 

 

Year 2 

Stanley for Aspiration 

Ishaan for Aspiration 

Alex H for Resilience 

Aaron for Aspiration 

 

Nursery Gold Stars were awarded to: 

Julian, Gabriel, Shree, Sasha, Stefan and Zac B. 

 

Year 1 Gold Stars were awarded to: 

Frank, Senan, George and Aydin. 
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Gardening News... 

Agastya loves picking mulberries in his 

garden and sharing them with his friends! 

Danny is working very hard on his little 
vegetable garden. Look at how much his 

potato plant has grown! 

Jono has been checking on the plants in his 
garden! 
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Cookery News... 

Damian made delicious 

pizzas at home! 
Liam made his own cheese and ham 

sandwich! 

Aydin made his own 

take-away pizza! 

This is an OSTRICH egg 

that Benji used to 

make (rather a lot of!)

delicious scrambled 

eggs!  Benji then 

painted the empty 

shell! 
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Art News... 

Ivy has been doing some beautiful 

colouring!  

Ollie has been busy making beautiful artwork 

this week.  We loved his Cat painting and his 

play-doh creatures! 
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Outdoor Fun... 
Thomas met up with Nathanael for a walk  to say 

goodbye before he left for Devon.  

They are going to be pen pals and Thomas has 
already sent his first letter! 

 

 

At the weekend Thomas and his sister looked after 3 pet snails 
before they escaped back into the flower bed! 

 

Benji went for a walk 
in the Devil’s Punch 
Bowl and found this 

little fairy door! 
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Sports and Hobbies... 

Ethan had fun at a socially-distancing 

rugby session at Cobham Rugby! 

Aaron has been out and about on his bike in 

Claygate! 

Jono found this amazing tree to climb in the 

Surrey Hills! 
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Ice Creams in West End Village... 

Harrison and Immie had 

a lovely time in West 

End Village getting their 

first “Ice Cream Van” ice 

creams with their Daddy 

and Bella! 
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Your Fantastic Creations... 

Arthur made some fantastic “junk 

modelling” bridges and buildings for 

his model railway.  Unfortunately his 

dog Hester then sat on the railway, 

causing confusion and delay.  A  giant 

dog on the line is much worse than 

leaves or even the “wrong kind of 

snow”. 

Wilbur and Kingsley were delighted to meet this very 
young badger one evening!  He was very happy for them 
to  watch him snuffle in the leaves of the forest looking 
for snails to crunch.  He even walked past the boys and  

brushed his fur on them.  Wilbur suspects he was a naive 
youngster (with very sharp teeth and claws!) 

 

Badger Watch... 
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YEAR 1  Your AMAZING Achievements!  We are SO proud of you... 

Exciting News!   

Earlier this year, Jono entered a competition to design 
a cupcake run by Afternoon Crumbs on the Parade in 

Claygate. He had to choose a sponge and frosting 
flavour, and also come up with a name.  His 

‘Fairground Cupcake’ - with blueberry sponge, candy 
floss icing and strawberry jelly beans to decorate - is 

one of the winning entries!  

The prize is that when Afternoon Crumbs opens again 
they will make six of Jono’s fairground cupcakes for 

him!   We are so proud of Jono. 

Happy Birthday to Eloise who is five today!  

We hope you have a lovely day. 

 

Happy Birthday to... 
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And Finally… Quote of the Week! 

If you aren’t already following us on 
Twitter our handle is @shspreprep and 
we regularly update the account with 

news on the exciting activities in which 
the children are taking part. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

 

“w-i-n-d…...LUNCH. 

t-r-e-e…..LUNCH.” 

Cameron,  

RKD 

(...sounding out words with Mrs Davies-Duddy 

and explaining that he was just so hungry that 

every word spelled LUNCH.) 

“I don’t eat ham sandwiches.   

I only eat posh ham sandwiches.” 

Zach C, 

RKD 

(...clarifying his dietary requirements to Miss 

Marcou.) 


