
SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Friday 12 June 2020 

NEWSLETTER 

Picture the scene: two happy, smiling young children in our Nursery playground, playing a game of ‘chase’ 

together, despite being separated by a two metre gap and a section of barrier tape.  Three year olds have 

taught me some valuable lessons this week, in both creativity and in making the very best of any situation, 

including our new joiners, who have settled in and are thriving in Nursery. 

I am amazed at our children’s resilience and at their remarkable flexibility and ability to adapt to what is their 

“new normal”.  Despite the restrictions and regulations, the children’s day to day experience of school here at 

the Pre-Prep is still a hugely positive one.  They still run through the gates in the morning and are well cared 

for, nurtured, challenged and engaged during the day.  They have their teachers to inspire them and their 

friends to play with.  They love their picnic lunches!   It has been lovely to have all of our Year One children back 

this week; they have been working hard while thoroughly  enjoying being reunited with their friends.  We are 

still hopeful to see our Year Two children before the end of term. 

Have a lovely, sunny weekend! 

Jon Akhurst 

Head 



SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Nursery 
Nursery children have been learning about vegetables this week. The children have enjoyed printing with an 

assortment of vegetables, exploring the shapes and patterns as well as comparing sizes of different vegetables.  

Zac: “I used cauliflower. It is very soft, like broccoli but it’s not green”. 

Noah: “the carrot is very hard”. 

The children shared their views during circle time: 

Stefan, “I love carrots” 

Zac “I think I am going to try broccoli” 

Noah asked the teachers if they like chillies. “Red chillies are the hottest ones” he told us.  “I don’t eat chillies, I 

only eat broccoli because it is yummy.” 

Sasha “I love eating peas at home. “ 

Edward R “I like peas because they are very healthy and mushy.” 

The children have also been busy planting their own nasturtium seeds, making little beds in the pots before 

placing the seeds in the holes with great care and covering them up with a warm blanket of soil. The children 

have been keen to water their seeds regularly but we all agreed we have to take care as seedlings don’t like 

soggy roots. We are waiting for the warm sunshine to come back to help our seeds start to ‘root and shoot.’ 

Julian – “Seeds need to be warm and cosy to grow.” 

We discussed how we can eat some flowers, including our nasturtiums, but we always have to check with a 

grown up first.  

 

The  Nursery Team 
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YEAR 1 Reception 

This week, Reception children have been learning about the seaside 
from long, long ago. We looked at old photos of people at the beach 
and made comparisons between things that are the same and things 
that are different. We learnt that people liked to make sandcastles 
in the past and watch Punch and Judy shows. Children today still like 
to do the same. Jean-Pierre made a very impressive sandcastle at 
the beach and Mrs Trier and Mrs Davies-Duddy had a lovely treat 
watching Harley's live Punch and Judy show. Some of the children 
were surprised to find that people in the past wore a lot of clothes 
when they visited the beach and not brightly coloured 
swimming costumes like we do! 

As we have been learning about the past and present we also took 
the opportunity to learn how to tell the time to o'clock and half 
past.  

Mrs Davies-Duddy is VERY impressed with how well we are all 
doing! 

 

The Reception Team 
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Year One 

This week,  we have been learning 
to write stories all about pirates! 
We carefully planned the 
beginning, middle and end of our 
stories.  Then we thought about 
different ways to make our writing 
more interesting, by adding 
connectives, story openers, 
adjectives and also punctuation.  At 
the end of week, we were given the 
chance to take part in a story-
telling workshop.  We shared the 
ideas behind our stories and read 
our stories to the class. We loved 
hearing our friends’ stories. 

In Maths, we have been comparing 
numbers using the greater than, 
less than and equal to symbols.  We 
sequenced numbers from smallest 
to largest and used the greater 
than and less than symbols to 
create number sentences and solve 
maths problems. 

Our TRACK focus in PSHE this week 
has been Resilience.  The children 
have all been persevering and 
trying hard with their work.   

This week, all of  our Year One 
children have returned to school.  It 
has been wonderful to welcome 
everyone back. 

 

The Year One Team 
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Year Two 

This week Year 2 have continued their learning about Space. The children put on their space suits and boarded 

Apollo and wrote fantastic diary entries as Neil Armstrong. We were so impressed with the language the 

children used. 

“My adrenaline was pumping as I heard the countdown” William L 

“It was all black around me and I couldn’t see any other planets” Alex H  

“I was scared at first but it wasn’t scary, it was exciting” Daniel O 

“It was truly incredible to share this experience with my close friend Buzz” Alexander N 

“Today lived up to everything I thought it would be, it was amazing” William R 

Our focus for maths this week has been problem solving. The children have demonstrated their ‘have a go’ 

attitude and used their resilience to find all the different solutions. 

In Science, we have investigated why we have day and night and we know that 

the Earth spins away from the sun. The children also made thoughtful 

observations about Peter Thorpe’s rocket art work, which we will explore 

further next week.  

To get ourselves moving, Year 2 were challenged to go on a walk and use a 

compass. 

The Year Two Team 
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TRACK News... 

This week’s TRACK Certificates were awarded to: 

 

NURSERY 

Theo J for Aspiration 

 

RECEPTION 

Harley for Aspiration 

Lenny for Aspiration 

Ivy for Care 

 

YEAR 1 

Charlie H for Aspiration 

Isaac for Aspiration 

George O for Kindness 

Ibby for Kindness 

Rufus for Resilience 

Zaki for Teamwork 

 

Year 2 

Dylan for Resilience 

Wilbur for Aspiration 

Joshua for Resilience  

 

Nursery Gold Stars were awarded to: 

Noah, Kingsley, Oscar, Harrison and Eliza 

 

Year 1 Gold Stars were awarded to: 

Oscar and Rufus 
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Your Fantastic Creations... 

This week Julian built himself a Lego Iron-Man, with minimal help from 
his mummy.  

 

Ollie N made these amazing Play-Dough models! 
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Pets News... 

Mylan has a gorgeous little rabbit 

called Zuma!  He arrived last Sunday 

and they are already best friends! 
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Gardening News... 

 

Nathanael’s sunflowers are now taller 

than he is and Zac’s beanstalk is 

heading towards the sky! 
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Cookery and Celebrations... 

Jack made fantastic 

monster biscuits and Ted 

made delicious fruit 

kebabs! 

Wilbur got dressed up in his favourite Stella 

McCartney jacket, to celebrate his Mummy and 

Daddy’s wedding anniversary and Alexander 

put his suit on and helped his Mummy and 

Daddy to get ready for the weekend! 
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Sports and Hobbies... 

We LOVED this great photo of 

Aaron playing football this week! 

Sebastian is delighted that he 

can have weekly riding lessons 

now that stables are open 

again! 

Jono has been busy with his 

“How to Train your Dragon” 

jigsaw puzzle! 
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Outdoor Fun... 

Joshua was photo-bombed by a deer on his walk in 

Bushy Park and Wilbur loved the goslings and the 

coots he saw on Esher heath! 

Jono has been riding his bike whatever the 

weather! 

These two photos 

of Harley having 

fun in Bushy Park 

show how different 

the weather has 

been this week! 
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Art News... 

Ted did some 

mindful colouring! 

Aaron drew this amazing 

car! 

Daniel created this 

beautiful abstract 

painting! 

Theo J drew these beautiful “X-Ray” pictures 

and Ollie N painted this beautiful giraffe! 
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Travel News... 

Exciting News!  Nathanael is moving to Bideford in Devon with his family.  We look forward to having a 

Newsletter correspondent based in Devon and we wish Nathanael and his parents all the best for their journey 

to Devon.  

Mrs Curtis 

We LOVED this photograph of 
Alexander and his Daddy.  They were 
out with their dog, using the compass 

and navigating!  

Photo of the Week! 
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YEAR 1  Your AMAZING Achievements!  We are SO proud of you... 

Congratulations to Miles who who won an online 
chess tournament!  

Well done to Lenny, who rode 23km on his 
bike last week for the NHS Charity!  We are 

so proud of him.  
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Happy Birthday to... 

 

Happy Birthday to Ollie, who is five today!  We 
hope you have a fabulous day! 

We loved these photos of Sebastian celebrating 

his birthday with a surprise visit from some very 

special guests! 
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And Finally… Quote of the Week! 

If you aren’t already following us on 
Twitter our handle is @shspreprep and 
we regularly update the account with 

news on the exciting activities in which 
the children are taking part. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

 

“I want to be friends with Planet Earth” 

Harrison B, 

Nursery 

(...showing his eco-credentials during a Circle 

Time discussion about friendship). 

“PASTRIES!” 

Sebastian, 

Nursery 

(...explaining to Mrs Webb why Saturday is his 

favourite day of the week). 


