
SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Friday 22 May 2020 

NEWSLETTER 

#Kindnessmatters has been the tagline for this Mental Health Awareness Week, coinciding with our own focus 

on Kindness at SHPPS - our final TRACK value of the half-term.  It has been wonderful to see and hear tales of 

kindness filtering through the virtual airwaves from across all age-groups of the school.  Some of the messages 

of kindness from the children have been such an encouragement at the end of a demanding half-term.  

Mental Health Awareness seems a particularly pertinent theme currently, as children, staff and parents have 

had to deal with such a challenging situation.  Everyone’s response has been superb and yet it has been hard 

work and fairly exhausting.  Therefore I would strongly urge you all to have a good break from school work over 

this half-term period and recharge any batteries that may be slightly drained.   

Please do all look after yourselves and enjoy a lovely half-term break, ready to face together whatever the next 

chapter brings.   

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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Nursery… Wonderful Woodlands! 

Over the last few weeks, the children have been enjoying their home based 

outdoor learning.  It has been such a pleasure seeing the children making their 

observations about the birds and animals that live in or near their gardens.  This 

week,  the focus has been on trees and the children have noticed how they have 

changed from having tiny leaf buds to being covered with blossom and now 

being in full leaf.   

With tree identification sheets and clip boards in hands, the nature detectives were out in force making some 

excellent observations and carefully matching the leaves: 

Zac B noted: An oak leaf “It’s a bit big and all curvy.” 

           A sycamore leaf “It looks like a hand.” 

            A holly leaf: “It looks like a stinging nettle….the pointy bits.” 

Harrison B explained: “This tree is an oak tree, the leaves are the same.” 

                     “It’s called a holly.” 

Stick Man was the focus for some language work which led to some amazing video adventures with Stick Man 

being chased by a dog but fortunately having a happy ending (and one not so fortunate ending when one video 

maker was a little bit hungry and bread stick ‘stick man’ was just too enticing!)  

Well done for all your amazing stories and acting! 

  

The Nursery Team 
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YEAR 1 Reception...Paws, Claws and Roars!!! 

This week we have been 
learning about different animals 
that we might find on a farm. We  
sorted the animals according to 
their coverings. We listened to the 
story of 'What the Ladybird heard' 
and made WANTED posters to try 
and catch Lanky Len and Hefty 
Hugh who tried to steal the prize 
cow! We used lots of adjectives to 
describe their appearance and 
made our posters very bright and 
eye catching. We also had a go at 
designing our own farms and 
making maps and leaflets for our 
visitors. The leaflets were very 
informative and the maps showed 
visitors where they could find pigs, 
goats, turkeys and even 'Seabears'! 

In maths we have been looking at 
2D and 3D shapes. We have sorted 
shapes, learnt about the different 
vocabulary and gone on shape 
hunts around our homes. We 
discovered finding pyramids was 
very tricky indeed!  

We have had a fantastic half term 
finding out about “Paws, Claws and 
Roars!” 

 

The Reception Team 
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Year 1… Roots, Shoots and Muddy Boots! 

Year One children have adapted amazingly well to our online learning platform. We would like to start by saying a 

huge well done to all of the children.  We have been delighted with everything on Seesaw and have seen such 

wonderful work produced in a broad range of formats. We have enjoyed listening to Miss Forbes’ musical 

activities and Madame Trier’s French lessons.  

In maths this  week we have focused on measuring length, height and mass. The children have enjoyed finding 

objects at home to compare weight and have shown excellent use of mathematical vocabulary to explain their 

work. 

In English, we have been sequencing the story of Sid the Seed .  The children enjoyed putting the detailed story 

events in the correct order.  We were impressed with the insightful questions the children thought of for the 

different images and we are thrilled with the wonderful progress we continue to see in handwriting.  

This week our TRACK value is kindness and we have been working on our “Hands of Kindness” project. There have 

been so many lovely ways in which the children have thought about showing kindness to others, thinking 

especially of  kindness towards older people, grandparents and different members of their families.  

We would like to say a very big thank you to all our wonderful Year One children and their families for the 

fantastic contributions on Seesaw.   We hope you have a lovely and well deserved half term break. 

 

The Year  One Team 
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Year 2 
Year 2 have been giving directions left, right and centre this week! Not only are they learning to code the Sprites 
in Scratch, but they have been learning to direct objects and describe their position in maths too.   

The children have tried to imagine how it might have felt to be an evacuee during World War II and spend time in 
the countryside away from their families; quite a hard task at the moment as we are doing the very opposite!  

Daniel Owler wrote:  Everybody is sad and missing their parents very much.   

The countryside smells different to where we live.  It smells fresh and clean. William Ross 

My sister's chores are inside and mine are outside, woohoo!  Nathanael Lynch 

The train ride was so long but it was worth it.  Thomas Sealey 

I really miss you, I hope this war will come to an end.  Aaron Mathews 

On Wednesday we made paper planes for the House Challenge.  Mrs Becky Webb was initially pleased with her 
4.8m flight but quickly saw that most of Year 2 had outdone her! We are looking forward to hearing which house 
has won.   

This week Mr Akhurst asked us to think about how to be kind.  Year 2 have been busy completing acts of 
kindness all week and we are so very proud of them.  We hope they continue into half term and beyond.   

 

The Year Two Team 
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House Challenge Morning...Paper Aeroplane Competition! 

And the winners are... 

Overall Winners:  Congratulations to RED 

House! 

House with most participants:  Yellow House! 

Best Name:  George O with his plane “NHS 

Zoomer” 

Longest Distance Flown:  Alexander N  

Best Decorated Aeroplane:  Calum Smith 
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House Challenge Morning Continued... 
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Construction News... 

Oliver M made this amazing Go-Kart 

and Wilbur made a giant guinea-pig 

house out of a cardboard box! 

 

Nathanael has been developing a 

transport cloaking device! 

 

Frank earned some screen time by 

helping to construct a super-comfy 

sofa! 
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Camping Out... 

 
Jono wanted to share some photos of his 
(virtual) Beaver Group Activity Weekend 
from last weekend. He cooked his supper 

on the fire (hotdogs and then toasted 
marshmallows!) and then slept in the tent 

overnight with his dad.  

We are so proud of you, Jono!  
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Outdoor Adventures…. 

 

Nathanael has learnt how to make survival camp fires 
and Danny took his Aunt’s horse for a walk! 

Alexander has started “Geocaching”.  Geocaching is an 
exciting outdoor adventure for the whole family. It’s a 

“treasure hunt for the digital generation”, where you can 
enjoy the freedom of being outside and discovering new 

places. All you need is a handheld GPS and a sense of fun.  A 
geocache or ‘cache’ is a small waterproof treasure box 

hidden outdoors. Geocachers seek out these hidden goodies 
guided by a GPS enabled device which uses coordinates, or 
‘waypoints’ downloaded from the geocaching.com website 
or you can download a free geocaching app for Android or 

iPhone.   Alexander has found three treasures so far! 

Theo has been having a fantastic time in the woods! 
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Cookery News... 

Theo made awesome pizzas! 

Alexander made an amazing World War 2 
Recipe called “grandma’s orange drop 

cookies” . 

Aaron also made a WWII recipe known as 
Trench Stew! 

Alex H made some delicious pancakes! 

Harley decided to let someone else do the 
cooking and went to the drive-thru Krispy 

Krème for a treat! 
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YEAR 1 Fun in the garden... 

 

This week, Liam and Charlie helped to water their gardens. 

William enjoyed a picnic with his sister in his garden and 

Frank played tennis in his! 
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If you aren’t already following us on 
Twitter our handle is @shspreprep 

and we regularly update the account 
with news on the exciting activities in 

which the children are taking part. 

Art News... 

Follow us on Twitter... 

Wilbur and his brother Kingsley created this 
amazing “Staff Notice Board” for their home 

schooling!  
 

Ted and his brother Alfred joined in with the  
Rob Biddulph World Record Art lesson!  
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Your AMAZING Achievements...We are SO proud of you!! 

Alex A did his first front flip on the 

trampoline this week...he can now do five in 

a row! 

Well done to George O and Calum for riding 

their bikes without stabilisers! 

And Congratulations to Aydin, who can now 

tie his own shoelaces! 

Danny received his badge for Assertiveness 

at his Kuk Sool club! 

 

Happy Birthday to Aaron and to 

Benji, pictured here on an amazing 

7.42 mile bike ride around Bushey 

Park! 
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And Finally… Thank you! 

To our amazing NHS, to all our 

carers and key workers and 

especially those within our school 

community,  

Thank You. 

 

Here is Theo, who stayed up to clap 

for carers on Thursday night! 

And last but not least, a huge Thank You to all the amazing mummies and daddies who 

have taken time out of their busy lives to send in beautiful photographs, videos, stories 

and quotes for the newsletters and videos I have put together while our school has been 

closed.  I am so grateful to you all for helping me to create this newsletter every week.  

Your efforts are massively appreciated.   

The staff miss your children so much and we have all loved catching up with all their 

news and achievements.  We can’t wait to see you all again soon. 

 

Mrs Webb   


