NEWSLETTER
Friday 24 April 2020

Well, that was the week that was the first week of
the Summer Term 2020! It certainly wasn’t the
average first week of term and it is one that will go
down in history.
I want to commend all our pupils for the way they
have adapted to this new educational setup and
embraced our virtual world! We are all on a massive,
and steep learning curve, and that includes all of the
teaching staff and I’m sure, all of the parents. Thank
you for all the support you have provided for your
children and also for the encouragement and
feedback you have given to us. As I said in my
beginning of term letter and in my assemblies this
week, mistakes will undoubtedly be made but we are
working as a team to provide the very best learning
environment we can.
I hope you would agree that the staff have gone to
great lengths to get Seesaw up and running with such
creativity and imagination. It has been a delight to
see so many of the children demonstrating the same
‘can do’ approach with which we are so familiar at
school, with quite amazing results. Please do
continue to send feedback – we are going to learn
together as we go!
In my messages this week I stressed the need for
balance; that combination of working hard but also
having the opportunity to play, to get in the garden
and to create lasting memories as families. We may
never have this much free time together with our
children again.
Do take great care of yourselves and stay safe, as
Ted’s lovely poster suggests! We are so looking
forward to the day when ‘we’ll meet again’ – we
hope we know where, but we certainly ‘don’t know
when’ at the moment.
Jon Akhurst
Head
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Nursery… Goldilocks and the Three Bears
This week, our home learning revolved
around the story of Goldilocks and the Three
Bears. This has led to a flurry of porridge
making and consumption! We have been
delighted to see photos and videos of the
children making their porridge and have
loved listening to the children describing
how they made it. The children have
enjoyed sharing their ideas for favourite
toppings, and we think Goldilocks would
have found it very hard to decide whose
porridge to eat first!
Nursery children have also been retelling
the story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears
using props from around their homes. There
are certainly some budding actors and
actresses in our classes.
Well done Nursery, we really miss you all,
but feel connected by seeing all your
photos and your lovely work on Seesaw, and
watching your videos.

The Nursery Team
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YEAR 1
Reception...Paws,
Claws and Roars!!!
This week, Reception children have studied the life-cycle of the butterfly, completed minibeast obstacle courses,
written lists of food like the one we found in The Very Hungry Caterpillar, solved minibeast additions, and have
hunted for minibeasts in their gardens! Jeevan ‘s sister Shree very kindly helped to make some rather delicious
looking icing sugar minibeasts!
While the children have been working, our pet stick insects have been growing and they are now SO big!
Mrs Davies-Duddy is having a lovely time looking after them.
We've had an amazingly busy week!
The Reception Team
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Year 1… Roots, Shoots and Muddy Boots!

This week, Year 1 have been working on grouping numbers and
problem solving. In science they have been learning about optimum conditions for growing plants. They
have created some beautiful paintings, given weather reports from their gardens and demonstrated
teamwork by working with their siblings. Arthur read to his dog Purdey and Thomas has totally embraced
home learning and has decided that he is now
a proud member of “1TD”!
Have a lovely weekend.

The Year 1 Team
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Year 2
This week, our Year Two children have been studying news
reports and creating their own articles! They have begun to
look at this term’s theme of World War II and they have
been singing along to “We’ll Meet Again”.
Here’s Thomas hunting for “signs of Spring”, Wilbur looking
at a World War II colouring map, Ishaan finishing his news
story and Jono enjoying reading in his garden. And,
remembering Mr Akhurst’s advice about creating
“balance”, here’s Jack playing with Cameron on the
trampoline!

The Year 2 Team
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Art News...

We saw more evidence this week of the children’s amazing
artistic talent.
Thomas S was inspired by Islamic art and, after discovering
that his name means “twin”, created this beautiful reflection
above. Fisher’s gorgeous painting was also inspired by Islamic
art and features his initial.
Taran and Oscar made beautiful pictures inspired by plants
and flowers, and Danny painted a beautiful canvas.
William created a beautiful rainbow effect on his front path!
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Sports News...

It has been lovely to see all the photos of the children playing football
in their gardens, riding their bikes, and keeping fit by hanging on door
bars!
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Cookery News...
Jean-Pierre and his sisters made a delicious birthday
cake for their Grandpa.
Julian kindly made his “first ever” lemon drizzle cake
for his Godfather and had to eat it too, as it was not
possible to deliver it!
Wilbur’s birthday cake was an amazing home-made
creation, based on a Desert Tortoise! The “rocks”
were filled with lollies – New Zealand Jaffas and
Pineapple Lumps!
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YEAR 1 News...
Gardening
During this time that we are all at home I know a lot of
you are enjoying the lovely warm weather, doing some
gardening and planting all sorts of seeds. This made me
think of the Sunflower growing competition we usually
enjoy in the Summer Term and I wondered if anyone has
leftover sunflower seeds from last year? I have a few and I
am going to plant them up to see what happens. If any of
the children would like to join me, it would be amazing to
see how many gorgeous sunflowers we could grow over
the summer together. If you don’t have sunflower seeds,
that’s fine, we will love to see any flowers or vegetables
you have grown yourself.
I am going to keep a little plant diary too, recording the
day I plant my seeds, how I look after them, what the
weather is like and measuring the growth of my plants.
You could keep your own gardening diary too, if you’d like
to.
This isn’t a competition, just an activity that we can enjoy
at home and by sending in photos, we can still celebrate
and share our achievements with all our friends at school.
Please let me know how you are getting on, I would love
to see any photos as your plants start to grow and flower.
Mrs Newman
anewman@shstrust.net

Follow us on Twitter...

If you aren’t already following us on
Twitter our handle is @shspreprep and
we regularly update the account with
news on the exciting activities in which
the children are taking part.
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Happy Birthday to...

Happy Birthday to Cam, Freddie and
Harry, Ivy, Mylan, Finn and Wilbur!
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Your AMAZING Achievements...We are SO proud of you!!
Congratulations to:
Eloise, who climbed a tree for the first
time!
Danny, who was awarded his Yellow Stripe
Belt in Kuk Sool and also earned an award
for Self-Esteem!
Cameron, Isaac and Oscar M who all learnt
to ride bikes!!
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And Finally… Quote of the Week!
Quote of the Week

“Look at me Mommy,
I’m like Daddy,
working from home!”
Jean-Pierre
RKD

Joke of the week!

“Why did the hairdryer
run out of energy?

Because it got blown
away!”
Miles,
2HA
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