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The whole ethos of the school,  
the whole ability to nurture,  

create confident, bright children  
and do this in ever such a 
nurturing environment,  

I couldn’t recommend this  
school more highly.”

Mrs Atkinson, 
Year 2 parent

  

 Our Aims and Ethos

 Welcome to Shrewsbury House Pre-Preparatory School. We are a  

wonderful, friendly school which provides a nurturing and caring  

environment for boys and girls aged 3-7. 

 Our School is small enough to ensure that each child is known to all  

members of staff and is valued as an individual. We are committed to  

helping our children achieve their goals and realise their potential.  

Our children are encouraged to take advantage of the countless  

opportunities presented to them and to grow as individuals  

academically, socially and emotionally.

 The School provides an outstanding educational experience where every  

child can thrive and develop in all areas of the curriculum. Our aim is for  

the children to develop a genuine love of learning and to aspire to progress 

as far as possible, according to their individual potential. The children are  

fully prepared for the next steps in their academic lives, while ensuring that  

they have an experience to remember with fondness.

 Our core values of Teamwork, Resilience, Aspiration, Care and Kindness  

(TRACK), permeate all aspects of our School. We encourage the children 

to ‘aim high’ and achieve their best in all that they do.

 As you read through these pages I hope you will gain a sense of the happy, 

enthusiastic, aspirational children we have at Shrewsbury House Pre-Prep.  

Coming to see the School for yourself will give you a fuller flavour of life  

here – you are always very welcome to come and visit.

 Mr Jon Akhurst 

Head
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 Nurture
 High-quality pastoral care is an outstanding feature  

of Shrewsbury House Pre-Prep. We provide a truly 
caring, nurturing environment where each child is 
known and supported as an individual. We firmly 
believe that a happy child, secure in their 
surroundings, will be able to achieve more and  
realise their full potential. 

 A culture of open dialogue is promoted across the 
School, with children knowing they can talk to anyone, 
at any time. Pastoral care is a partnership between the 
School, your child, and you as a family. We actively 
encourage interaction with families to help best 
support your child. 

 A kind, caring approach is evident across all areas of 
School life, including our in-house wraparound care 
programme, where children are looked after at both 
Breakfast Club and After-School Care.

The staff here  
really do care for  

the children.” 

Mr Dickinson, 
Year 1 parent

 and pastoral care
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Because the classes  
are smaller, the teachers  

can really run with  
the level of the child.”

Mrs Sealey,  
Year 2 parent

 Our curriculum is designed to allow your child to explore,  
to think and to question for themselves and to enjoy their 
experiences at Shrewsbury House Pre-Preparatory School.

 From the Early Years, we encourage the children to be 
aspirational, resilient learners, keen to have a go and give 
their best, not afraid to get things wrong. 

 Small classes, with dedicated, passionate staff, provide  
an environment for your child to thrive and reach their 
potential, with learning tailored to each individual. 

 Development and progress is monitored across the School, 
with information shared regularly, and openly with parents.

  

 The school  
environment

 Shrewsbury House Pre-Prep has extensive facilities and 

enjoys lots of open space.

 Light-filled, well-equipped classrooms provide the perfect 

learning environment. The well-stocked and welcoming 

School Library helps with the development of a reading 

culture among the pupils. 

 There is significant space for the children to play and explore 

outside, with a main playground and a designated Nursery 

play area available all year round. A covered Reception Class 

Explore Zone, including a small climbing wall, provides an 

outdoor learning environment where children are free to 

play and interact. 

 A garden and conservation area is overseen by the children, 

giving them opportunity to grow their own plants and to take 

responsibility for its upkeep. 

 The School is blessed with a multi-purpose Sports Hall,  

an enclosed private Sports Field and our own heated 

swimming pool. 
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 Physical Education and Sport are a strong  
feature of the weekly timetable at Shrewsbury 
House Pre-Prep. Our indoor Sports Hall and 
private outdoor Sports Field enable our  
specialist staff to deliver a stimulating 
programme that combines development in 
specific sports, with a focus on co-ordination, 
movement, agility and teamwork. 

 

 

 Football, tag-rugby, cricket, basketball, tennis  
and athletics all feature in the curriculum with 
fixtures held regularly against other schools, 
allowing the children to compete and represent 
the School, while also highlighting sportsmanship 
and team spirit. 

 In addition, the whole school enjoy swimming 
lessons held in our own, outdoor heated pool.

The Music teacher  
here has done such a  

wonderful job of  
bringing out our son’s  

love of music.”

Mr Sealey,  
Year 2 parent

 Music forms a fundamental part of life at Shrewsbury House 
Pre-Prep. Class music is taught twice weekly, by our specialist 
staff, from Nursery to Year 2. Every child also has an 
opportunity to learn an individual instrument and take part 
in School concerts and productions. 

 We love to sing! We have a thriving choir which meets every 
week and performs at numerous events throughout the year, 
while all children sing in class and in assemblies. 

 The importance attached to Music ensures that our children 
are able to develop their confidence, social skills and 
emotional well-being.

  Music

 Sport  
and P.E.
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 The great  
outdoors

 A full programme of extra-curricular activities, 
covering a wide-range of interests, is on offer, adding 
to the rich experience of the School day. 

 Sports and Games activities include Multi-Sports, 
Football, Tennis and Chess, whilst Art, Gardening and 
Nature, Choir and Cookery club are all extremely 
popular alternatives. Mandarin Melody club gives our 
EYFS children an opportunity to learn the basics of 
another language, in addition to the French classes 
undertaken by all year groups.

In terms of  
extracurricular activities  

they have a wide variety of  
activities to choose from.” 

Mrs Holland,  
Reception parent

 All the children at Shrewsbury House  
Pre-Prep enjoy regular Forest School  
sessions in the woodland area within the 
grounds of the school playing field.

 Forest School allows all the children to be 
creative and imaginative, encouraging them to 
explore and investigate nature and enjoy 
outdoor adventures. Our visits to the woodland 
area inspire the children to care for the 
environment and hopefully to develop a lasting 
appreciation and love for the natural world.

Forest School has been  
fantastic for our daughter.  

She has the opportunity to be  
outside as well as inside, whilst 

learning at the same time.”

Mrs Cross,  
Reception parent

 Forest  
School

 Clubs and 
activities
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 What our parents say...

 Mrs Cross

 It’s just such a friendly place and we’ve been really, 

really happy. Our daughter comes home with a smile 

on her face every day, and she leaves [for school] with 

a smile on her face. There are so many opportunities 

for her. Things like Forest School have been fantastic, 

the opportunity to be outside as well as inside, whilst 

learning at the same time. She sings in the choir and 

we have signed her up for piano lessons. We have just 

been really pleased with the amount of opportunities 

there are, even in Nursery. My husband and I both 

work full-time and to have the opportunity to have 

wraparound care, both in the morning and after 

school, is so important because it makes our lives so 

much easier to know that she is somewhere that she 

is safe, where she has her friends and she really 

enjoys it.

 Mr and Mrs Sealey

 During our son’s time at Shrewsbury House, he has 

just come on in leaps and bounds. I think that they 

have done a wonderful job in finding all of the things 

that he is great at, making him feel very cared for. We 

have found the staff to be incredibly approachable. 

The staff all really do know him individually. They 

know what he needs, we feel that we are always kept 

up to date with his progress and his emotional and 

personal well-being. Because the classes are smaller, 

the teachers can really run with the level of the child, 

so if they need to be stretched or go a bit slower and 

take some concepts a bit more slowly, they are able to 

do that. We talked regularly about what would have 

been the best option for our son’s education and 

we’ve absolutely hit the nail on the head here.

 Mrs Atkinson

 Within days of him starting, he was keener to see the 

teachers and he didn’t want to say goodbye! He was 

just running straight into school, there was no 

hesitation. They just made him feel at home from day 

one. He has turned into this super-confident little  

boy, which is what I was hoping would be achieved. 

The subject that my son absolutely loves the most  

is Maths, he is an inherently inquisitive little boy.  

He loves the ability to express himself and explore 

who he is within school. In terms of wraparound care, 

my son was able to do an activity, he was then fed and 

he absolutely loved it. He got one-on-one attention, 

because he was generally the last one to be picked up! 

The whole ethos of the school, the whole ability to 

nurture, create confident, bright children and do this 

in ever such a nurturing environment, I couldn’t 

recommend this school more highly.

 Mrs Carson

 I think that the beauty of the School is in its size. It’s a 

school that goes up to Year 2, but it means that each 

child is really well known within the school, each child 

is happy to talk to anybody in the school – be it 

teachers or children from other years. For my son, 

who couldn’t wait to be at School, the Nursery was a 

fantastic place to put him before he started his formal 

years of education. It’s just a really happy 

environment where all of the children mix in together 

socially. It’s a really happy, special time for the boys. 

It’s such a fantastic and comfortable place for my son 

to be and I was really happy with his year in Nursery. 

We were very happy with our eldest son’s education, 

to the point where my youngest was signed up a 

couple of months after he was born! We think it’s 

fantastic and we’re really proud to have our children 

go through here.
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During our son’s time at  
Shrewsbury House, he has just  

come on in leaps and bounds. I think  
that they have done a wonderful job  

in finding all of the things that he  
is great at, making him feel  

very cared for.” 

Mr Sealey,  
Year 2 parent

 Shrewsbury House Pre-Preparatory School was inspected (ISI) in 
June, 2017 and we were delighted to be awarded ‘excellent’ in all 
areas. 

 The key findings of the report were: 

 The quality of the pupils’ academic and 
other achievements is excellent.

• Pupils achieve excellent standards in 
relation to their age and starting points.

• Pupils’ oral communication and reading 
skills are particularly strong.

• Pupils demonstrate very well-developed 
skills in information and communication 
technology (ICT), which they use widely 
across the curriculum.

• Pupils develop an excellent capacity for 
independent and creative thinking due to 
the encouragement they receive to make 
decisions in their learning and to explain 
their reasoning. 

• Highly positive attitudes towards learning 
underpin the pupils’ success and contribute 
strongly to their good progress.

 The quality of the pupils’ personal 
development is excellent.

• Throughout the School, pupils are happy 
and proud of all they achieve.

• Pupils have a strong sense of self and a 
growing understanding of their relative 
strengths and weaknesses, and how to 
improve their learning.

• Pupils’ moral sense is well developed; they 
understand the consequences of their 
actions and the reason for rules.

• Pupils demonstrate a strong ability to work 
successfully as a team and display mutual 
respect to one another.

 The full report can be found on our website. 

 

 

 A key part of our role at Shrewsbury House 
Pre-Prep is to prepare the children for the next 
stage of their education when they move on at the 
end of Year 2. 

 By knowing our boys and girls so well we are able 
to help match the individual child to the most 
suitable school for them, where they will continue 
to thrive and develop. This is all done in close 
communication with the parents, through formal 
future schools meetings and more informal, 
ongoing dialogue.

 As part of the Shrewsbury House School Trust, 
many of our boys choose to go on to Shrewsbury 
House School (SHS). As we share internal 
assessments data with the House, the boys are able 
to enter SHS without having to sit the assessments 
otherwise required. Open, ongoing communication 
between the two schools with regard to all aspects 
of a child’s development is in place throughout a 
boy’s life at the Pre-Prep. 

 We have recently sent other children to Danes Hill, 
Downsend, Feltonfleet, Hampton Prep, King’s 
Junior, Lady Eleanor Holles, Milbourne Lodge, 
Parkside, Rowan and Surbiton High.

The next  
chapter
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22 Milbourne Lane  

Esher, Surrey KT10 9EA

www.shrewsburyhousepreprep.net

If you wish to arrange a tour of the School,  

please contact the School Office on 01372 462781  

or email shppadmissions@shstrust.net
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