NEWSLETTER
Friday 17 January 2020

Christmas now seems a distant memory and we are fully back in the swing of school life. This week, I took the
opportunity to talk to many of the children about events currently happening in our world, encouraging them,
even at a very young age to take an interest in the news and the world around us. They were able to come up
with lots of different ways of keeping in touch with current affairs, from television and the Internet to simply
talking to others.
The children referred to the bushfires in Australia and volcanoes in The Philippines as events they had heard
about recently. Taking our TRACK theme of CARE, we discussed how we can care for our world and events
taking place, even if we don’t have immediate influence on them.
I have also spent quite a bit of time this week in class, across the school. It is a real pleasure to see children
bursting with enthusiasm, desperate to share things they have learnt with me. One of our school aims is to
develop a love of learning within our children – I have seen this in abundance this week!
Have a lovely weekend.
Jon Akhurst
Head
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NURSERY

What an exciting start to the week! We were mesmerised by the sight of white footprints in the playground one
frosty morning. Where did they come from? To whom did they belong? These were just some of the questions
that puzzled us. We gingerly followed the trail which led to a family of penguins who had just arrived in the
Nursery playground and were peering through the door!
Gabriel shouted excitedly, “The footprints are snow. Maybe the plane flew to England.”
Ted exclaimed, “They came from the South Pole in an aeroplane.”
Since then we have been learning all about penguins.

George recalled that, “Penguins eat fish and have flippers for swimming.”
Theo explained, “Penguins dive all the way down to the bottom of the sea to search for fish there.”
Julian told us that “The chicks come out of the eggs.”
We also listened to Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers and designed boats out of recycling materials, to transport
our penguins safely back to Antarctica.
To add to our excitement, we made snow and played with it as part of our messy play activities.

The Nursery Team
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RECEPTION

This week we have continued to look at space as well as 'light and dark'. We have made circuits with lightbulbs
and wires demonstrating resilience as it was really tricky! We enjoyed making split pin astronauts even though it
was really tricky to push the split pins through the holes.
Felix "People wear them. They are reflectors. It means when you wear it the lights from the cars hit the
reflector and that means they can see you" ( Referring to a high visibility jacket)
Eloise "Batteries make the torch work"
Toran "The electricity in the battery makes it work"
Ollie "The torch is bigger than the fairy lights so we can see better" (When asked to predict which one would
make more light)
Danny "The mirror reflects. The light is hitting it and it's shining onto the
wall" (Referring to the mirror)

Our favourite part of the week was investigating which objects are sources of
light and which reflect the light. We had great fun hiding in the cupboard with
Ms Marcou to test our theories!
The Reception Team
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YEAR 1
Year 1 have started the Around the
World journey this week with a trip
to France. We were introduced to
Buddy the Bee who asked the
children to join him on his travels
as he visits a country from each
continent. After locating France
and identifying this as a country in
Europe, Buddy took the boys on an
adventure. We visited famous
landmarks, explored traditional
French cuisines and learnt about
the different currency. Although
very surprised to learn that snails
were a popular food eaten in
France, the boys were not so keen
to try this! We went on our own
class trips to France and enjoyed
walking around the city and visiting
the Eiffel Tower. Most of us would
prefer to take the lift to see the
view of Paris from the top rather
than climb the 1665 steps! We
have enjoyed learning many
interesting facts about France and
are looking forward to finding out
which country we will be visiting
with Buddy next week.

The Year 1 Team
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YEAR 2
A fantastic start to the new year for Year 2! We are very excited about our topic covering the Six Nations and are
getting to know each nation week by week as we prepare for kick off at the beginning of February. Which team
will your family support? We have been learning about the locations and features of each nation and
identifying the flags.
We have looked in detail at England and the story of Saint George and the Dragon. We wrote our own stories but
changed the characters. We inserted some 'girl power' and made a heroine to save the prince from being
eaten. We also created our own monsters and used amazing adjectives to describe them. Our fantastic writing
is on display outside the Year 2 classrooms if you want to have a look.
In maths we have mastered formal methods of addition and subtraction. This has been really tricky especially
stealing from the tens column so we can take away. All the children have worked really hard and will hopefully
be able to show off their skills during their homework.
We have talked with Year 2 this week about our school
values of 'TRACK' and they suggested some fantastic
ways to show that they follow these values at school
and at home. Apparently they; help out their siblings,
keep their bedrooms tidy, look after pets, ask parents
interesting questions and always follow instructions!
Please let us know any examples that they show you at
home as these would be lovely to share in class.
The Year 2 Team
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Forest School
Our Forest School site is a very special place and we encourage
the children to explore, discover and take care of our woodland
environment. Year 2 children are developing their knowledge of
our area by creating their own map; the children were fantastic
at identifying different objects and features, using positional
language to describe where different places are in relation to
each other. We shared all our findings to create one large map
and we will continue to add details in the coming weeks,
including the different animal habitats that we come across. We
decided the worms we spotted would probably not be a
permanent feature so we didn’t include them!
Year 1 have been learning how to handle tools safely and we
used the Bow Saw to cut fire wood from all the branches that
blew down in the recent strong winds. I was very proud of how
well the children listened to their instructions and persevered
even if they found the action a little tough. They quickly found
the link between the shape and name of the saw – “It’s a bow,
like a bow and arrow.” observed Arthur.

Mrs Newman

Mandarin Melody Club
Clubs and activities got back underway this week,
including the wonderful Mandarin Melody club for our
Nursery and Reception children, with Mrs Wei-Prichard
on Thursday lunchtime. Special Chinese dolls and
drums were central to the session this week as songs
were learnt and accompanied by the children on their
instruments. It’s a real treat to be there myself each
week although the children are far better at picking up
the language than I am!
Jon Akhurst
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Celebration Assembly
Happy Birthday to
Rufus and Stanley!

Congratulations to Jono for Swimming, Zach for Football, Taran for Football, Olly for
Swimming, Harrison for Swimming and Lenny for Swimming!

TRACK Certificates were awarded to Oscar for
Aspiration, Taran for Teamwork, Olly for
Teamwork, Liam for Aspiration and Chef Andy for
Kindness!

Gold Star Winners were Ted, Jean-Pierre, Zaki, Agastya and Liam
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SPPA News...
Welcome back from all of us at SPPA.

First, a huge thank you for your kind donations at the Christmas Carol Concert. We raised over £350.00 for
Harrison’s Fund for which they are extremely grateful and have asked us to pass on their sincere thanks to all.
'As a small charity, we rely on the support of the community and of groups, schools, and individuals like
yourselves. We are putting as much money as possible into the hands of the world's best research into Duchenne
Muscular Dystrophy.
Duchenne is a fatal muscle-wasting condition and one which has a life expectancy of just 25 years. We are
funding research that we hope will see treatments available to all who have the condition so that its progression
can be slowed down whilst we search for a cure. Many thanks again for your support.’
It’s been a busy week back for us as we look at planning our events for the upcoming terms. Please find below a
few dates for your diaries:
Thursday 13 February - Children's Party (after school until 5 pm)

Friday 13 March - Quiz Night
Friday 15th May - May Ball
Our next SPPA meeting will be on Monday 3 February after drop off, if you cannot make this meeting but would
like to help, please email us at sppassoc@gmail.com
The SPPA Team

Follow us on Twitter...

If you aren’t already following us
on Twitter our handle is
@shspreprep and we regularly
update the account with news on
the exciting activities in which the
children are taking part.
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Quotes of the Week and… Joke of the Week!
Qu
“I’m an omnivore.”
Ivy, RKD
(...explaining her balanced view of life to Mrs
Webb at lunchtime)

“I can’t wear my jumper, I’m boiling into an egg.”
William, 2KD
(...letting Mr Woodcock know that climate
change is real)

“What do you call a boomerang that doesn’t
come back?

A stick.”
Jeevan, RKD
(...keeping Chef Andy entertained)
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YEAR
1
And finally...some
other lovely moments from our week...
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YEAR 1a few more.)
(...and
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