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Friday 22 November 2019 

NEWSLETTER 

 

Music has featured prominently in school this week, with two very special concerts.  Both the Year 1 and 2 
children showed maturity, skill and confidence way beyond their years as they played their individual pieces 
and sang beautifully in their groups. It is so encouraging to see the children prepared to perform in front of 
their peers, teachers and parents, demonstrating commendable determination and resilience.  It is so easy to 
forget just how young these children are!   

We are very fortunate to have such a great Music team in the school, so well led by Miss Forbes.  Mrs Wei-
Prichard, Miss Rochman and Mr Tsourelis, our visiting music teachers, are fantastic with the children – do get in 
contact with Miss Forbes if learning an instrument is something you would like to explore for your child – it can 
be a wonderful way to help develop their confidence and give them something individually to inspire them.   

Words for various songs and Christmas plays will be winging their way home in the coming days.  
Please do go through them with the children to help them prepare and to learn their lines.   

What an exciting time of the year! 

Enjoy your weekend. 

 

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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NURSERY 

Busy Badgers, Smiley Squirrels, Happy 

Hedgehogs and Fantastic Foxes. Nursery has 

been abuzz with the sound of alliterative 

phrases.  

This week we have been learning about 

autumn. Outside, in the crisp, cool air, we 

looked for various coloured leaves of different 

shapes. As the children walked through them, 

Zayn noted that they went, “crunch, crunch, 

crunch.” Sasha pointed out that the leaves 

were “red, yellow and orange,” whilst Edward 

W observed that “the leaves fall down.” We 

have been busy painting and printing leaves in 

autumnal colours and moulded clay to create 

prickly hedgehogs using a selection of 

matchsticks or leaf stalks. 

We found that Jack Frost had come out to play 

at Forest School spotting the ‘frozen 

diamonds’ he had sprinkled around and we 

had to take extra care when clambering over 

the icy log pile, holding onto the fence and 

checking where was a safe spot to place our 

feet. All the autumn leaf fall provided an 

opportunity to build a leaf mountain and Ted 

said it was a “good place for a hedgehog to 

sleep over.” We found different sized leaves, 

“big leaves, the medium ones and the small 

ones,”  said Noah.  

There was a lot of eager anticipation when our 

first Secret Reader made an appearance. 

Freddie and Harry could barely contain their 

excitement as Mrs Davidson walked in. The 

children thoroughly enjoyed the story about 

The Koala who could. Theo’s favourite passage 

was “when the branch broke and the koala fell 

off, whereas Gabriel loved the part “when the 

koala hugged the tree.” 

 

The  Nursery Team 
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RECEPTION 

This week, the children have been learning about 
100 squares and how patterns in numbers help us 
solve problems quicker.  “If you skip count, the 
pattern looks like straight lines on the square” 
explained Jean-Pierre.  “I saw diamond patterns when we 
counted in 4’s” added Ivy.  In Literacy, the children have 
been applying their phonics skills in order to read digraphs 
in words.  “There is ‘oo’ in Rudolf,” said Cameron 
W.  What superb listening!   

There has also been much excitement as the Reception 
children join forces with the Nursery, practising for their 
Christmas performance.  The children have been learning 
how to project their voices, speak slowly and clearly.  “If 
you go too fast or not loud enough, no-one will hear what 
you say!” warned Oliver M.   

A big highlight this week was welcoming a secret reader 
to RNW.  Felix was over the moon to share his favourite 
story book from home with his mummy and his 
friends.  What a wonderful treat for us all! 

 

  

The Reception Team 
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YEAR 1 YEAR 1 

We have continued to learn about living a healthy lifestyle in science this week by embracing the importance of 

exercise.  We enjoyed sharing our favourite ways to keep active which were reinforced with lots of visual 

demonstrations! From football, karate, and skipping to kung fu, swimming and tennis, there was huge variety in 

our choices. To really see the effect exercise has on our body and get our muscles moving, we took part in a 

whole class exercise session including frog jumps, squats, knees up and running on the spot.  We tried hard to 

locate our pulses and recorded change in our heart rates before and after exercise. Rufus recognised “ Your 

heart rate gets faster so that it can get more oxygen to your muscles.” Benji said, “ The exercise has made me 

feel so happy!” 

In science we have been thinking deeply about why we exercise. 

Frank: “it keeps you healthy and makes you strong and fit.” 

Taran: “Exercise gives your body energy.  Your heart pumps blood all around your body.” 

Ted: “Exercise keeps your brain and mind healthy.” 

Jojo:  “If you exercise regularly you will get stronger and stronger.” 

After a well-deserved rest, we created our own ‘Why exercise is 

important’ posters where the children showed an excellent 

understanding of the many positive effects of being active. We 

concluded our lesson with the resounding agreement that exercise 

is great fun!  

Being active gave us a boost of energy and made us all feel very 

happy.  

 

The Year 1 Team 
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YEAR 2 

We have had myths and magic in the 

classroom this week!   The Year Two 

children were astonished to find white 

feathers— to whom did they belong?  

The children discovered that they had 

belonged to a boy called Icarus who had 

flown too close to the sun and  needed 

help to write a letter of apology to his 

father Daedalus.  

“I can’t explain how sorry I am. I should 

have listened to you. I really shouldn’t 

have gone too close to the sun. I really 

liked flying like a bird.” 

“I know it was dangerous. I just wanted 

to be like a bird and the island got 

smaller and smaller as I got further 

away…I hope you can forgive me.” 

“I am sorry I disobeyed you. I didn’t 

mean to fly too close to the boiling hot 

sun.” 

The children have been busy creating 

their own magical creatures and 

backdrop, ready to star in their own 

‘stop-motion animation’ films. In 

Science, the boys were amazed to 

watch the explosion of coke and 

Mentos! 

During Forest School, Year Two were 

busy making magical potions and 

enjoyed thinking about their spells. 

In Maths we have been investigating 

fractions of shapes, objects, length and 

amounts. We are confident to use 

words such as equivalent fractions, 

numerator and denominator to explain 

our learning. 

  

The Year 2 Team 
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French News... 

'In French today, Nursery children made 'un sandwich' avec une baguette, du buerre, du fromage, de la salade et 
des tomates.' 

They enjoyed learning, making and eating! 

 

Madame Trier 

 

    Music News... 

This week, Year 1 and Year 2 wowed their family and friends with two wonderful music concerts. The year group 
choirs sang with gusto and I received a lovely email from Miss Rochman saying that year 1’s  performance of 
‘Down By the Bay’ was the highlight of her week. The instrumental soloists gave excellent performances and 
should be extremely proud of themselves.  

Well done all!  

 

Miss Forbes 
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We Were Delighted To Welcome Your Families This Week... 
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Celebration Assembly  

Gold Stars Were Awarded To:  

Liam, Ivy, Cam, Oscar, Agastya, Harrison and Benji 

House Points 

Green  64 

Blue 104 

Red  101 

Yellow 44 

Congratulations to:- Aiyan for his 

Chess Award , Alex A for Gymnastics 

and Swimming and Alex H for his 

Rugby Award. 

Superstars were awarded to George, Edward &  Oscar 

TRACK Certificates were awarded to Joshua, 

Henry, Daniel, Toran, Ibby and Zaki.  Jean-Pierre 

was awarded a Karate certificate! 

Happy Birthday to 

Harrison! 
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If you aren’t already following us on 
Twitter our handle is @shspreprep 
and we regularly update the 
account with news on the exciting 
activities in which the children are 
taking part. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

Quote of the Week Quote of the week  

SPPA News... 

We are on Christmas Countdown at SPPA HQ - we have heard Santa’s elves will be busy wrapping presents next 
week, there is also a grotto to decorate in time for Father Christmas’s arrival. 

Despite our efforts, we have heard that Father Christmas needs yet more help!  He is looking for two SHPP 
children to be elves for the day and help him hand out presents on Christmas party day.  Look out for the Elf 
Raffle envelope in your school bag this week.  Raffle tickets are £1 per entry and you can enter as many times as 
you wish. 

Meanwhile our friends at Shrewsbury House will be hosting their comedy night next Saturday (30th November) 
in association with Bear Cat Comedy and have asked us to make sure everyone is aware they are very welcome 
to join in the fun.  Tickets are £30 each.  The flyer is being sent out today.   

Please do join us at the next SPPA meeting on Monday 2nd December where we’ll be enjoying good company 
and mince pies... 

 

The SPPA Team 
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YEAR 1  And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 

Welcome Back 

Alfred!!  


