
SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Friday 27 September 2019 

NEWSLETTER 

Thank you to all that came along to our Macmillan Coffee Morning today with a special thanks to those who 
provided, served, or ate cakes!  We raised over £300 – a quite brilliant amount!  (We will confirm the full total 
next week). 

I’m sorry that I was not there myself, either to eat the cakes or to hear our Year 1 and Year 2 children singing so 
beautifully.  I have spent the last two days at the IAPS Annual Conference in Westminster, meeting with 
hundreds of other head teachers to discuss the current educational climate and to share good practice.  As you 
can no doubt imagine, it was an interesting time but I come away more enthused and confident that our 
children at Shrewsbury House Pre-Prep are experiencing a wonderful education, where they are encouraged to 
be resilient, aspirational, caring children.   

Have a good weekend – I hope to see several of you at the Shrewsbury House Open Morning tomorrow.  

 

 

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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NURSERY 

The Nursery children were all agog when greeted by Mr 

Skeleton on their arrival at school on Monday!  Their curiosity 

was further piqued as to how he got there? Throughout the 

week they engaged in a variety of ‘bony’ activities relating to Mr 

Skeleton. 

Gabriel - “He has got funny bones and hands.”  

Harrison - “He is made of bones. He has hundred and thousand 

bones.” 

The children enjoyed the challenge of creating a skeleton using 

natural resources outside.  

Ted - “I put the head on using the stone. We also used plants.”  

Inside the classroom, they counted and matched different body 

parts to number cards. They created a selection of skeletons 

using chalk and black card and ‘moving’ skeletons using runny 

white paint in black trays. 

Also this week, the children learnt the Jolly Phonics jingles and 

actions for the letters s and a and matched a selection of 

objects according to their initial sounds.  

As part of their fine motor control activity, children developed 

their hand-eye coordination by holding a needle using a pincer 

grip and they maintained excellent focus as they carefully 

threaded the raffia in and out of the holes.  

Zac “I want to do some more on it!” 

Zayn  “I am enjoying this.” 

And finally, the children’s Year 2 “Buddies” came to read to 

them,  which everyone really enjoyed.   

 

The  Nursery Team 
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RECEPTION 

The Reception children have 
continued to work excitedly, making 
homes for wild creatures as well as a 
boat to travel across the sea!  Zach 
and Ivy pretended to be 
conservationists and explorers, just 
like Sir David Attenborough!  All of 
these experiences have inspired the 
children to write about their 
adventures.  We have focused on 
listening to the beginning, middle 
and end sounds in words.  The 
children have also been exploring 
new digraphs in phonics and 
applying these to their writing such 
as ‘ou’ and ‘oo’. Agastya wrote facts 
about Moon Bears as they “have a 
crescent on their chests”.  Jean-
Pierre wrote and illustrated his bear 
fact page:  “bears growl”.  Nathan 
labelled the boat that the children 
made during a team-building 
exercise.  It has been lovely to see 
the children apply their knowledge 
of shapes in a variety of ways.  Our 
investigation area was filled with 
various types of triangles, prisms and 
pyramids.  “This one has a triangle 
on its side.  It has a triangle face!” 
Zach.   

What a brilliant week we have had! 

  

 The Reception Team 
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YEAR 1 YEAR 1 

Year 1 have enjoyed being back in 
the 21st century this week and 
have been  using the iPads to 
record work and practise 
completing shape sequences.  We 
have investigated 2D shapes and 
now know their properties and 
names and how they can be sorted 
into different groups.  We made 
shape pizzas which looked good 
enough to eat! We went on a shape 
hunt around the school to find 
shapes in everyday life.  Can you 
guess which shape was the most 
popular?  

In English we have continued to 
look at Traditional tales.  We acted 
out the story of Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears.  We made porridge 
and used our knowledge of the 
story to write and illustrate our 
own books.  This week we focused 
on using capital letters and full 
stops for each sentence.   

In assembly Mr Akhurst asked us to 
think about the next word on our 
school TRACK, which is 'Aspiration'.   
Year 1 have taken this on board 
and are really making an effort to 
improve their writing.  We have 
noticed fantastic progress already 
this term. Well done Year 1! 

 

The Year 1 Team 
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YEAR 2 ...Planes, Trains and Automobiles! 

On Wednesday Year 2 had an 
amazing day at Brooklands 
Museum despite the rain doing its 
best to put a dampener it!  We 
visited lots of different aircraft 
hangers and saw some incredible 
aircraft.  Our favourite part of the 
day was riding on a very old 
wobbly bus in the bus museum 
and going on Concorde!    

Adrian loved the gold toilet seats 
on the Sultan of Oman’s plane and 
Calum couldn't believe how 
elegant the plane was.  

Mrs DD got to ride in a formula 
one race car and race around a 
virtual Brooklands race track. 
Daniel laughed when she went too 
fast! 

We have written some amazing 
recounts based upon our visit and 
remembered to use adjectives, 
adverbs and conjunctions to make 
our writing pieces of work to be 
proud of!  

As many forms of transport rely on 
electricity,  in class this week we 
have been finding out how to 
make electrical circuits and 
investigating which materials are 
conductors and which are 
insulators.  We were very 
surprised to find out which 
materials were able to conduct 
electricity. 

The Year 2 Team 
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Forest School...Magical Mazes! 

Forest School provides the opportunity for our 

children to explore their own creative ideas 

and develop problem solving solutions, 

individually or with their friends. 1SS 

demonstrated these skills wonderfully this 

week by designing and building an array of 

magical mazes. They collected a selection of 

natural building materials, snapping sticks to 

preferred lengths before clearing the 

woodland floor to commence construction. If 

the children came across problems or things 

didn’t go according to plan they were able to 

work out solutions and carry on.  We decided 

this was alright,  as builders have to change 

their plans all the time!  

The children incorporated the mini forest 

friends into the storylines developing around 

their magical mazes, directing them around 

and through the warren of paths, leading them 

to the ‘magical middle.’  

Thomas and Ollie placed a sycamore leaf in 

their ‘magical middle’ because it was ‘a safe 

place’ for the little squirrel. Arthur told me 

that there was ‘a karate sword stuck in the 

ground’ in his magical middle; he was 

fascinated to hear the story from long ago 

about another Arthur, King Arthur and a magic 

sword.  

 

 

Mrs Newman 
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Celebration Assembly  

TRACK Certificates:- 

Frank for Kindness 

Congratulations to:- 

Jack - Walking Bus Passport 

 

Happy Birthday to:- 

Noah, Oscar, Taran, Miss 

Whitfield and Mrs 

Williams! 

House Points 

Green 42 

Blue 19 

Red 50 

Yellow 50 
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Follow us on Twitter... 

SPPA News... 

SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREPARATORY 
SCHOOL PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION (SPPA) 

I am sure all who joined us at The Kings 
Arms last Friday evening will agree what a 
great night it was.  A huge thank you to 
those who were involved in organised the 
event. 

SPPA Friends - If you would like to be 
involved with SPPA this year please come to 
our SPPA meeting after drop off on Monday 
7th October.  We will be voting on our 
which charity we will be supporting this year 
as well as making decisions about the events 
for the upcoming year.  There will be coffee 
and croissants and all are very welcome.  If 
you would like to be involved with SPPA but 
cant make it to the meeting please email us 
at SPPAssoc@gmail.com. 

 

 

The SPPA Team. 

If you aren’t already following us on 
Twitter our handle is @shspreprep and 
we regularly update the account with 
news on the exciting activities in which 
the children are taking part. 

mailto:SPPAssoc@gmail.com
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IN OTHER NEWS… Quote of the Week!  

 

“That would be very inappropriate” 

Nathanael, 

2HA 

(...declining Mrs C Webb’s offer to let him pass on 

his verdict of Mr Akhurst’s parking as “rather 

poor” in  person... )  

“Cake sale?!  YAY!! I’ve been waiting all year for that! 

Thomas  

1SS 

(...letting Mrs C Webb know he’s a carbs fan) 

“You look nearly as pretty as my mum. 

And she’s REALLY pretty.” 

Benji, 

1JB 

(... heaping compliments on Mrs R Webb)  
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YEAR 1  Macmillan Coffee Morning and Cake Sale... 
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YEAR 1  And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 
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YEAR 1  And a few more. 


