
SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Friday 20 September 2019 

NEWSLETTER 

It has been one of those weeks at The Pre-Prep where you come to a Friday afternoon and simply reflect, ‘what 
a wonderful week it has been!’  So much has been achieved across the school.  It is safe to say we are now fully 
into the swing of term and everyone’s cylinders seem to be firing well!  I have really enjoyed spending some 
time with each year group in the classrooms, where our word of the week – Resilience – has been superbly 
demonstrated by the children, particularly through their attitude to their work.  

 

We ended the week in denim to raise funds for ‘Jeans for Genes Day’ and raised £140.00  for the charity.  Thank 
you for your support of this worthy cause.   

 

There is much more to come this weekend.  Do enjoy a lovely sunny evening organised by SPPA at The Kings 
Arms and I look forward to seeing many of the Year 1 parents at Shrewsbury House tomorrow morning for the 
Football Festival.  And, happy rugby watching for all those following the World Cup.  

 

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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NURSERY 

What an exciting week we have had!  

The sound of music has filled  the air as the children happily played an assortment of instruments. They picked out 

a number card and beat out the corresponding number of beats on the triangle, agogos, cymbals and sanders. 

There were giggles as the children peered at their reflections in the mirror to draw self-portraits and create 3D 

faces on plates. During their painting, they explored mixing and incorporated collage materials in their creations 

as they practised using scissors safely. 

In computing, the children used iPads to access number and phonic games. They learnt how to switch on the iPad 

independently. 

 

The  Nursery Team 
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RECEPTION 

“There are footprints!”   

“It has claws!”   

“It went into our classroom!”   

The week has been full of 
excitement as the mystery creature 
escaped from the box!  The 
children were filled with awe as 
they walked through a cave into 
the classroom, reading a sign that 
said “Beware!  Danger!”   

“Look!  It’s the Gruffalo book. It 
must be the Gruffalo!” said Felix.   

The children have created story 
maps to show what happened in 
the story.  They made their own 
gruffalos by moulding clay and 
adding natural objects (sticks, 
leaves, pinecones) to show the 
Gruffalo’s features.  “He has a 
green dot on his nose!” said 
Agastya.  We have also talked 
about other sorts of wild things 
such as animals that live in the 
forest.   

Who knows what mystery “wild 
thing” will appear next week!? 

  

The Reception Team 
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YEAR 1 YEAR 1 

Year One enjoyed a fabulous Victorian Workshop at The Farnham Museum on Thursday. They were greeted by a rather 
strict Victorian school master and quickly adjusted to the new rules for the day. 
 
Lessons commenced immediately and many children excelled at elocution. Later the schoolmaster asked children to recall 
facts about famous Victorians including Florence Nightingale. To their amazement the children were shown a cane! They 
were horrified to learn of the punishments that children had to endure long ago.   
 
A guided tour of the museum was thoroughly enjoyed by all. Through the dining room, Year 1 transformed into different 
characters and enjoyed some afternoon tea! Everyone had the opportunity to dip their pens into some ink and focus on 
their letter formation.  
 
Our day ended with a workshop exploring mystery Victorian objects. In groups we discussed what the strange items could 
be used for. A Victorian Lady and her butler demonstrated how they washed clothes long ago. We used a wash board, dolly 
peg and scrubbing board!  We were all relieved that washing machines have been invented! 
 

 

The Year 1 Team 
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YEAR 2 

It has been a very exciting week in Year 2. The children were greeted by some mystery objects at the top of the 

stairs. The children wrote some wonderful questions to try and  find out what the objects were… 

Jack “How did they get here?” 

Miles “Where does the tube connect?” 

Thomas “Are they from a juice maker?” 

Stanley “Why are they so old?” 

The children were very pleased to find out they were car parts and created a fabulous timeline of how car 

inventions have changed over time. We were very interested to find out that to start your car you  have to turn 

the crank. 

In science the children have began to investigate electrical circuits and enjoyed trying to make the bulb glow. 

We have also been busy on the laptops typing 

sentences and changing the font, size and colour. 

In Maths we have also developed our 

understanding of partitioning using the bar model 

and part whole model. 

We wish you all a happy weekend. 

 

The Year 2 Team 
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Forest School... 

The first group of Nursery children visited Forest School 

this week, playing and exploring in the woods on a 

glorious sunny autumn morning. The children were 

introduced to the Forest School rules and we talked 

about how we take care of ourselves and our friends 

whilst having fun in the woods.  

“Watch out for nettles!” – Gabriel 

We collected an assortment of sticks from the forest 

floor, becoming magicians waving ‘magic wands’, artists 

drawing with ‘woody pencils’ and chefs stirring leaf 

soup with ‘wooden spoons.’ 

“It’s mud and leaf soup!” - Theo 

The Forest Friends came out to play too, Rabbit, Fox, 

Badger and Hedgehog all joined in with the children’s 

adventures until it was time for us to head back to 

school. I’m sure we’ll be seeing a lot more of them 

during our Forest School activities. 

 

Mrs Newman 
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SPPA News... 

     

During the Summer Term the children planted sunflower seeds and took their small plants home to plant out 
and care for over the holidays as part of our sunflower growing competition sponsored by Savills Esher. The 
weather was perfect for growing sunflowers with the right mix of sunshine and rain and the lovely sunny 
weather we are enjoying this week might just encourage your sunflowers to put in a last competition winning 
growth spurt! 

If any of the children have grown sunflowers they are especially proud of, we would love to see photos and do 
send in the all-important height measurements. There are prizes to be won! Thank you for the entries already 
received. 

Entries can be handed in to the children’s class teachers or emailed to 
me - anewman@shstrust.net 
We will be closing the competition on Friday 27th September. 

 

Mrs Newman 

 

As you are reading this, many of you will be getting ready for the parents’ welcome back drinks this evening at 
The Kings Arms in Hampton Court and we are all looking forward to what is sure to be a great night. 
 
We are pleased to confirm that we are now selling all Shrewsbury House Pre-Prep second hand uniform on 
www.uniformis.co.uk. We welcome any SHPP uniform you no longer need to be donated to SPPA (via the school 
office please) or you may wish to sell it directly on the site yourself.  It looks like a great platform and I’m sure it 
will be welcomed by many parents.   
 
Meanwhile, the school has been getting ready 
for the Macmillan Coffee Morning next Friday 
27th September, so we really need your expert 
baking skills again please! Any cake and biscuit 
donations are welcomed (no cream or nuts 
please ) and we will be collecting these next 
Thursday 26th, outside the main school 
entrance. Artwork that was submitted for the 
Summer Fete will be available for collection on 
the morning. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend! 
 
 
The SPPA team 

Sunflower Competition... 

mailto:anewman@shstrust.net
http://www.uniformis.co.uk
http://www.savills.co.uk/
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IN OTHER NEWS...Quote of the Week! 

If you aren’t already following 
us on Twitter our handle is 
@shspreprep and we regularly 
update the account with news 
on the exciting activities in 
which the children are taking 
part. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

Quote of the Week Quote of the week  

“Lunches here are the best!” 

Finn, 

2DM 

(...another happy customer for 

Chef Andy)  



SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Celebration Assembly  

Happy Birthday to:- 

Alex A, Theo J, Ted P and 

Oscar S! 

House Points 

Green 60 

Blue 29 

Red 31 

Yellow 47 

Congratulations to:- 

Harley S, Summer Reading 

Challenge Certificate 

Ted K, Cricket Medal 

Oscar S, “Best Attitude” Trophy 

Charlie C, Rugby Medal 

Zach C, Football Medal 

Calum S, TRACK Certificate for 

Resilience  

Joshua R, Karate Trophy 

Jack W, Walking Bus Passport! 
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YEAR 1  And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 
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YEAR 1  (...and a few more.) 


