
SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Friday 7 June 2019 

NEWSLETTER 

Harvest Festival 

The end of the school year is rapidly approaching, and there is so much to fit in to these final four weeks.  We 
are determined to give the Year 2’s a most wonderful send-off and also ensure that the rest of the school have 
very fond memories of 2018-2019.   Year 1 children will certainly remember their Pirate week!  Preparations for 
next year are also well under way.  It was a joy to host many of the new parents joining the school in September 
at our New Parent Information morning.  There was a fantastic spirit and genuine excitement amongst the 
parents at the prospect of children starting their Pre-Prep lives very soon!  As always, I am extremely grateful to 
the SPPA for their support of that morning and their involvement across the school. 

Mrs Davies-Duddy has been busy organising our whole school Keeping Healthy Week, lasting all of next week, 
culminating in our annual Sports Day on Friday.  Please do refer to her e-mail for details of the events organised 
across the week.  I do hope to see many of you coming along to the Breakfast Boogie sessions!  It’s such a shame 
that my broken toe will keep me out of action!  

We could do with a bit of good weather for next week – let’s hope most of the rain has been used up today!  
Have a lovely weekend.   

 

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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NURSERY 

The Nursery children had a big 

surprise this week when they 

discovered a globe and a giant 

world map in their classroom. Many 

children had travelled abroad or 

around England over half-term and 

were eager to locate their holiday 

destinations on the map and the 

globe. The children then had the 

challenge of packing their suitcase 

for the holidays, not only did they 

have to decide what to take but 

they had to consider whether they 

were going to a hot or cold country 

and which items would be suitable 

for the climate.  

Outside in the nursery playground 

lots of construction  has been 

taking place with the children 

taking on the role of builders and 

making their own wet cement with 

sand and water. Bricks were 

carefully stacked, doorways formed 

and lots and lots of cement applied 

to the bricks as they built the walls 

of their house. 

 

The Nursery Team 
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RECEPTION 

We are going on holiday!  The children in Reception have had a fantastic time decorating the classroom to look 
like a seaside campsite!  They have made fishing rods with sticks they have found outdoors, carefully measuring 
how long the fishing line should be.  They have also applied other maths skills to their play, such as folding paper 
and cutting out a fish that is symmetrical.  As we visited the seaside, an array of bright jellyfish floated about the 
classroom, but we had to be careful they did not sting us!  In preparation for their  holiday, the children  
dismantled cardboard boxes and then reassembled them to  make suitcases that could open and close. Oscar 
and Rufus wrote campfire songs and we all joined in to sing them.  Oscar’s song allowed each child to choose a 
different animal, starting with “The bear is in the woods.  The bear is in the woods..”  Rufus’s song was about 
yummy marshmallows that were gooey!  We hope that we do not meet a bear in our class!  You never know.. 

  

 

The Reception Team 
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YEAR 1 YEAR 1 

Ahoy! We are now pirates in Year 1. This week we have dressed like pirates, talked like pirates and giggled like 
pirates. We even behaved like pirates as 1JB invaded 1SS to pillage their Pritt Sticks and made Mr Akhurst walk 
the plank.  

Our Pirate Day was a huge success and the children were inspired by drama sessions to write stories of 
plundering pirates, travelling across the seas. We have started investigating pirate ships and food. We are really 
pleased that we do not eat like pirates!  

 “This is the funnest day I’ve ever had in my life!” Jack  

We are learning about position and direction in maths and have been practicing using our hands to know which 
is left and right. We played Captain’s Coming to run North, South, East and West.  

We are really looking forward to seeing what treasure is inside the chest next week....  

 

 

The Year 1 Team 
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YEAR 2 

Year 2 have been transported back in time again! This time 
we have traveled back to the 1940's and into the middle of 
World War 2. The children are already gripped by their new 
topic and our list of questions we would like answered 
during our learning is extremely long!! We can't wait to 
find out more about life during the Second World War. To 
get ready for this new topic, Year 2 have made their own 
toys and games using reclaimed materials, in the spirit of 
'make do and mend'. We were so impressed with their 
efforts, we thought you might like to see a few! 

 

The Year 2 Team 
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Golden Boot Challenge... 

This year, our School Council has challenged the children to be more “green” in the ways that they come to 
school.  They have discussed the need to protect and respect our environment by selecting eco-friendlier ways to 
travel such as walking, walking bus, sharing cars, cycling, scooting and taking public transport.  The School 
Council will be promoting the Golden Boot award throughout the month of June in order to see which class will 
win!  Every morning, class teachers will log the modes of transport taken by each child.  They will discuss ways in 
which their class “green” score can be improved with the help of their school council members.  “The two classes 
that make the most progress will win a prize!”  Ethan.  The children are very excited to share this experience with 
their friends and we want to encourage all families to support us with this initiative.   

Let the Golden Boot Challenge begin! 

 

 

Miss Whitfield 

  

    

SHS News... 

It is always lovely to hear news of our ex pupils from the Pre-Prep.  Over the next few weeks we will update you 
with news from some of them, particularly celebrating with the class of 2013 who are coming to the end of their 
time at Prep School.   We were delighted to hear that three of our ex pupils: Lorcan Pountney, Eddie Jones, and 
William Jarrett are all heading to Eton College in September, two through the Scholarship route.  This is a 
tremendous achievement and one of which all of us at the Pre-Prep are extremely proud!  

 

Jon Akhurst 
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Staff News... 

Sports News... 

Including an update for anyone who hasn’t spoken to Mr Akhurst this week... 

Many congratulations to Mr Woolger, who 

married the beautiful Tina in a romantic 

ceremony on a Mexican beach last week. 

(and Liverpool Football Club won the Champions League) 

Staff News... 

Cricket News… 

The Year 1 and 2 Cricket Festival will take place on Tuesday from 1.45 to 3.15pm.  Please pop along to the Sports 

Field to support the children. 

Sports Day… 

We hope to see lots of parents for a day of sporting fun and a whole school picnic on Friday! 
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SPPA News... 

Quote of the Week 

Flyer by Aaron,1SS 

We are all looking forward to our Summer Fete, which will be held on Saturday 22nd June from 12-3pm at the 

school field on Milbourne Lane.  Your Class reps will by now be asking for volunteers to man the Class Stalls and 

we would like to thank you in advance for helping to make the day a success by volunteering a small amount of 

time on the day. Thank you! 

Alongside our regular bottle tombola (adults only!) this year SPPA is also adding a children’s tombola. You will 

receive in your child’s school bag a flyer with a cellophane cone.  Please fill the cone with fun things for kids – 

sweets, stationary, small toys, etc… All of the information you need is on the flyer. 

Our last event of the year will be our Summer Party on Friday 28th June at The Plough in Cobham. This is a great 

chance for parents to have a drink with friends and mark the end of another academic year. More information 

will follow, but please put the date in your diary. 

If you want to get in touch with SPPA, please feel free to e-mail us at sppassoc@gmail.com. 

 

Judy Mackintosh 

mailto:sppassoc@gmail.com
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Celebration Assembly  

Gold Stars were awarded to:- 

Charlie, Aiyan, Stanley, Ishaan, Eloise, Jean-Pierre, Gabriel, Harry, Cam and Danny 

Congratulations to:- 

Felix for Tennis, 

Frank for Running, 

Cameron for Tennis 

And Jono for Paddle Boarding! 

House Points 

Red 67 

Green 78 

Blue 27 

Yellow 70 

Character Certificates were awarded to Ishaan, Daniel, Alfred, Ivy, Danny, Nathan, 

Taran, Luca, Aaron, Ibby, Gabriel and Edward. 

Happy Birthday  

to Lenny!  
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If you aren’t already following us on 
Twitter our handle is @shspreprep and 
we regularly update the account with 
news on the exciting activities in which 
the children are taking part. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

“Are those your pyjamas?” 

Harrison, Nursery 

(...making Miss Whitfield reassess her choice of 

python print dress) 

In Other News…  Quote of the Week! 

“I like making things.  It’s my favourite thing 

to do in the world.” 

Jean-Pierre, Nursery 
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YEAR 1  And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 
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YEAR 1  (...and a few more.) 


