
SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Friday 3 May 2019 

NEWSLETTER 

This week I have discovered that watching eggs, waiting for chicks to hatch, is strangely addictive, rather nerve-
wracking and somewhat therapeutic.  Our Living Eggs have now become Living Chicks, complete with their own 
You Tube live stream and cult following.  Miss Marcou will be looking after them for the Bank Holiday Weekend 
before they return to school and become a feature of lessons across the school next week.   

Friday morning’s Celebration Assembly was once again a real highlight.  James Morris performed ‘Merry-go-
round’ on the piano quite beautifully, in front of his parents and the whole school, while many children were 
awarded certificates and medals.  Pleasingly, several of these were for children displaying resilience and 
determination, something we focused on earlier in the week, in the light of some people’s remarkable efforts in 
The London Marathon.  It was also a delight to appoint various positions of responsibility to our Year 2 children 
for the term ahead, allowing them to fulfil their role as ‘leaders’ of the school. 

Bank Holiday Weekend is always a bit of a treat at this time of year – do enjoy your extra day together! 

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

NURSERY 

The Nursery children have fully 

immersed themselves in their new 

topic ’down on the farm’ this week. 

The eggs have been observed 

hatching into tiny chicks which 

provoked much discussion on 

where chicks live on a farm and 

how to care for them.  

The outside role play area has been 

transformed into a farm shop 

where the children have played 

together taking it in turns to be 

shopkeeper, customer and cashier, 

which was the most coveted role! 

At the end of the sessions the 

children took pride in their play 

area,  neatly sorting the fruit and 

vegetables into their respective 

containers. The children have been 

discussing the price of the food and 

writing their own price labels and 

counting out the pennies to pay for 

their purchases.  

The story of  The Little Red Hen 

helped develop an understanding 

of resilience and how we all need 

to help each other. The children 

listened intently to the story and 

then sequenced the events as they 

retold it in their own words. Stick 

puppets were created by the 

children and used with other self-

made props to re-enact the story 

for their friends. 

 

The  Nursery Team 
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RECEPTION 

Evil Peas and distressed 

vegetables!  What a week it has 

been in Reception!  After reading 

our story, Supertato, the children 

have arrived at school each day to 

discover a host of different 

vegetables that have been attacked 

by the Evil Pea.  The children have 

opened a “Veggie Hospital” where 

they mended cabbages, replaced 

eyeballs on carrots and removed 

spikes from tomatoes.  It was a 

little alarming that an army of evil 

peas were found on their plates at 

lunch time.  However, the children 

ensured that these green fiends 

did not find their way off their 

plates!  The children have started 

their own versions of the 

Supertato story, ensuring that they 

have included a super beginning, 

middle and end to their 

stories.  Ted “Once upon a time 

there was Supertato and Evil 

Pea”.  George “Once upon a time 

there was a Supertato.  He 

slept.  There was an evil pea.  He 

put the cabbage in the 

fridge.”  The children have also 

enjoyed learning about vegetables 

and healthy, balanced food 

choices.  We have made a fantastic 

start to our vegetable boxes which 

the children are excited to use.   

 

Another highlight of the week has 

been winning the Egg Hatching 

Competition!  The children have 

warmly welcomed Mambo 

Number 5 to our School by 

making beautiful cards for the 

chick filled with kind words.   

  

  

The Reception Team 
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YEAR 1 YEAR 1 

This week in Literacy we read The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle.  We re-told the story to our talk partners and have 
been acting out our favourite parts of the story. 

On Tuesday Year One experienced some glorious weather when we visited RHS Wisley Gardens as part of our 
topic: ‘Roots, Shoots and Muddy Boots.’ 

The children took time to explore different plant-life during a self-guided tour around Wisley Gardens.  We 
carried out the smell test in the herb garden and identified the different herbs that were growing.  We also 
looked at fruit that was growing on bushes and trees and were surprised to learn that there were so many 
different varieties.  

We went into the arboretum and investigated the difference between deciduous and evergreen trees.  In the 
greenhouse we saw plants that grow in a different climate.  They were enormous! It was also very humid in the 
greenhouse.  We learnt that these conditions are essential for tropical plants to grow well. 

We examined lots of different Bonsai trees and even learnt the oldest tree was 120 years old.  In class we have 
planted a Bonsai tree!  We will be watching and observing how it grows. 

We are now plant experts, so come and ask us some questions about plant life! 

 

The Year 1 Team 
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YEAR 2 

There is always something fun and exciting happening in Year 2.  This week  we thought we would share with 
you some of the essential learning that underpins all the other fun things we do! 

Our Maths this week has been all about Geometry. We have been recapping our existing knowledge of the 
properties of 3D shapes, making sure that we use the correct Mathematical terminology. We have learnt to 
identify shapes by their nets and have risen to the challenge of making our own 3D shapes from a net. This led 
us on to learning what a right angle is and how to identify it in a shape. We had great fun hunting for right angles 
around the school before finding them in 2D shapes.   

"This is an acute angle because it's little and cute!" Hugo 

"I found a right angle in Mrs Maclean’s elbow!" Shion 

In Literacy, we have been authors once again and are drafting and editing our great space adventures, coming 
soon to all good bookshops... In preparation for all this amazing writing, it is necessary to do the ground work, 
such as grammar and spelling.  This week we have been learning about expanded noun phrases, which we can 
use to make our writing even more interesting for our readers. There's always so much to remember when 
you're writing but Year 2 are definitely  working hard to become the best writers they can be. 

 

 

The Year 2 Team 
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Forest School... 

Our first visits to Forest School this 

week revealed a marvellous change 

to the woodland area, the longer 

warmer days of spring have led to an 

array of fresh bright green leaves and 

foliage appearing on the trees and 

plants and stunning displays of 

blossom. The Reception children 

collected an assortment of fallen 

petals, buds and leaves to use in their 

natural art which, when spread out 

on the grass, revealed lovely shades 

of colour. The children were inspired 

by the different textures and colours 

and set about putting their thoughts 

and ideas into creating a variety of 

works of art. 

Year 2 spent part of their Forest 

School time playing ‘40-40 In’, 

cultivating a range of skills as well as 

having lots of fun! They worked really 

well as a group, taking turns, 

developing strategies and tactics at 

the same time remaining aware of 

their natural surroundings and the 

potential hazards that they might 

encounter whilst trying to evade 

being spotted by the ‘tagger’. A great 

time was had by all! 

“I liked all the rules, hiding and 

running and saying 40, 40 In” – Ethan 

“You get to shout 40, 40 really loud!” 

– Avi 

“I loved it so, so much. It was really 

fun because you get to hide and try 

and get to base before you’re seen.” - 

Zane 

 

Mrs Newman 
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French News... 

French: Summer Term 

This term, we will be revising and consolidating all the language we have learnt so far.  Along with our usual 

activities such as singing, dancing, playing games, writing and recording new vocabulary, we will be making use 

of the outside area and using PE and parachute games to engage the children. 

We will be learning about directions to places, finding cities on a map, talking about the weather, likes and 

dislikes, shopping and the planets. 

In June we look forward to our French day when we will celebrate all things French!  More information to follow. 

Recommended APPS and Websites:  

APPs: Dic Dic, Gus on the go, Pacca Alpaca, Mind Snacks, LinguI Pingui, Little Chatterbox and DuoLingo. 

Websites: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primarylanguages/french/all_games/ 

https://www.french-games.net/frenchtopics  

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zr8jmp3  (cultural input) 

http://primarygamesarena.com/Subjects/French  (pick the appropriate activity) 

These are some of our more popular songs: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBvJVOuBPXI&list=RDOCNqKG2SdCo&index=12 (weather) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lpwf5N0rfVE  (days of the week) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T28Ic6aWaIA   (elephant song) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_kvXWBLUvI  (rain) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4kNeFGBAcw  (colours) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsc3qLMaCu8   (numbers) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCNqKG2SdCo (parts of the body) 

(Always ensure your child’s safety when they are online.) 

 

Madame Trier 

This week in Nursery we had fun learning 
French whilst playing with the parachute. We 
learnt some new colours and we followed 
instructions in French.  We also learnt the 
names of some vegetables when we played: 
'Un deux trois: Champignon!'  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primarylanguages/french/all_games/
https://www.french-games.net/frenchtopics
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zr8jmp3
http://primarygamesarena.com/Subjects/French
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBvJVOuBPXI&list=RDOCNqKG2SdCo&index=12
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lpwf5N0rfVE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T28Ic6aWaIA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_kvXWBLUvI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4kNeFGBAcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsc3qLMaCu8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCNqKG2SdCo


SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Love of Languages Coffee Morning... 

Dear Parents,  

 

Please join us for refreshments and an opportunity to celebrate the diversity of languages we have at Shrewsbury 

House Pre Prep.  

 

Date:  Thursday 16th May 2019 

 

Time:  9:00am – 10:30am  

   

This is the first of what we hope will become a termly highlight of the school calendar. 

It is a fantastic opportunity for us all to get together and welcome any new parents into the school community 

especially those who speak different languages at home. 

 

It will be a great opportunity to share thoughts and ideas on how we can further support all our children and 

families. 

 

If you have any ideas or expertise in this area or speak another language or generally have an interest in other 

languages, please come along, have fun, meet other parents for an informal chat and share your ideas.  

 

Please kindly confirm your attendance via email to any one of us. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Mrs Arvinder Jandu       Mrs Odile Trier   

ajandu@shstrust.net       otrier@shstrust.net  

 

mailto:ajandu@shstrust.net
mailto:otrier@shstrust.net
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A visitor from Japan... 

We were delighted to meet Mr Muneharu Miyake this week.  
Mr Miyake is an “Old Boy” who left the school in 1986.  He is 
now a dermatologist living in Osaka, Japan.  He wanted to 
come back and visit the school during a visit to  England this 
week.   Mrs Akhurst was delighted to give him a tour of the 
school.  He wrote us this lovely email…. 
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Year Two Children have new Positions of Responsibility... 

 

Librarians:  Shion, Alfred, Hugo and Harry  

Gardening Monitors:  Olly, Lizzie, Sam and 

Michael 

House Captains:  James, Avi, William and Jack 

Games Captains: Eli, Ethan, Zach and James 
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IN OTHER NEWS... 

 

Quote of the week #1 

 

William:  ...They need a B&Q to get 
their tools from... 

Alex: No they don't, Esher manages 
quite well without one!! 

(...In response to Mrs Davies-Duddy 
asking 2DM “what do astronauts 
need to survive.....?”) 

 

“I want to talk to the Chef… this is a 
LOVELY dinner!” 

Zach, Nursery 

(...another satisfied customer for 
Chris the Chef and the team) 

Quote of the week #2 
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SPPA Cake Sale and Second Hand Uniform Sale... 

If you aren’t already following us on 
Twitter our handle is @shspreprep and 
we regularly update the account with 
news on the exciting activities in which 
the children are taking part. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

Thank you to all the bakers who made delicious cakes for our SPPA 

Cake Sale today, and to the all the volunteers who made the event 

such a success! 
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Celebration Assembly...  

Character Certificates were awarded to  William for Kindness, Sam for Kindness, Shion for Independence, Alex for 

Resilience, George for Perseverence, Frank for Perseverence, Miles for Perseverence, Zach for Friendship, Jean-Pierre for 

Respect, Calum for Resilience, Alexander for  Resilience. 

Congratulations to James Morris for a 

beautiful piano recital! 

House Points 

Green 43 

Blue 39 

Yellow 45 

Red 40 

Congratulations to Zane for his Ski Badge,  Cam for 

his Playball Cup for Listening and Lizzie for her Chess 

award! 
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YEAR 1  And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 



SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

YEAR 1  (...and a few more.) 
 

Congratulations (again!) to James Morris,  

who scored his 100th Playground Goal this week!! 


