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Friday 24 May 2019 

NEWSLETTER 

Shrewsbury House School has featured heavily in the lives of our Pre-Prep children this week.  
Some of the Year 2’s played in their Football Festival last weekend, before the whole year group 
went across on Tuesday to meet the author, Shane Hegarty, and to hear him give a very 
entertaining talk.  

Perhaps highlight of the week though was enjoying the company of three Year 8 SHS boys, for 
the whole day on Thursday.  They have just completed their scholarship programmes to King’s 
College School, Tonbridge and Winchester.  The boys got stuck into Pre-Prep life, spending time 
with each year group, both in the classroom and out in the playground.  The interactions with 
the Nursery children, in particular, were very special and heart-warming.  The younger children 
gathered at the windows as the SHS boys ate their lunch, desperately wanting to know ‘when 
can the big boys come out to play?’  I know the SHS boys thoroughly enjoyed their day here and 
were keen to know if they could come back again - and why wouldn’t they?  SHPPS is a great 
place to be, with warmth and affection oozing out, enough to make anyone want to spend time 
here. 

Half-term has come upon us extremely quickly.  Let’s hope the glorious weather holds for some 
of next week.  Enjoy your week, whatever your plans, and see you in June for our very final half-
term of the year! 

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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NURSERY 

Tractors and trailers have been the 

theme of the week as the children 

learnt about how they are used on 

farms for transporting animals as 

well as hay and other produce. The 

children were met with a challenge 

themselves as they discovered 

‘poorly pig’ who had hurt his leg 

and needed help to get around the 

farm. Tractors and trailers were 

used initially and then some other 

more imaginative methods of 

transport were devised. At all times 

the children tried to consider the 

animal’s welfare and think how he 

might be feeling. The pig was 

provided with soft bedding and 

food and water to consume as he 

went on his travels, in fact we 

believe he was made so 

comfortable that I don’t think he 

will want his leg to get better!  

 

The  Nursery Team 
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RECEPTION 

Story-writing and am-dram! 

The Reception children have jumped head first into developing their story-writing this week.  The children have 
been excited to add a narrative element, giving their characters a voice!  Taran wrote about a gigantic banana: 
“Abracadabra, said the fairy”.  Arthur wrote about a giraffe on the moon:  “I don’t want to come down.”  Olly 
illustrated his story and added a speech bubble for his character.  Later in the week, the children became 
superhero characters in a drama and craft workshop held at The Rose Theatre, Kingston.  They giggled and flew 
around whooshing and zapping as they pretended to be Batman, Spiderman and Superman (to name a 
few).  They made brilliant masks (these are very important for protecting your identity!) which they wore in their 
performances.  The children were marvellous in their body-movements and used their voices to portray 
different characters and feelings.  What a fantastic end to a superhero term! 

The Reception Team 
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YEAR 1 YEAR 1 

Year One have continued learning about measures with our focus on time.  We revisited telling the time to 
o’clock, half past and quarter past the hour and we were challenged with problems involving time.  It gave us the 
opportunity to use key phrases such as one hour later and two hours before.  The teachers were very surprised 
to learn the times that the children thought they went to bed!  It was quite a few hours past their bed time, we 
are sure?! 

In English this week our focus has been on writing  Chapter Two:  Terrific Trees.  We recalled some facts from 
our visit to Wisley Gardens.  Lots of children were able to remember the difference between deciduous and 
evergreen trees and we have been able to  include many facts in their non-fiction books. We used the ipads to 
search for extra information and facts to include to make our books more interesting.   

There has been a lot of growing in Year One! Our little beans have been soaking up the sun, water and 
oxygen.  Now they are so tall that they needed a cane to support them and keep them upright. 

“My bean is leaning and has two leaves.” Nathanael. 

“My bean is the tallest in the whole class.” Alexander 

“My bean looks like headphones.” said Alex Atkinson referring to the leaves at the top. 

We wonder if any of the beans will grow as tall as the mysterious beanstalk that grew overnight by the fish tank? 

 

The Year 1 Team 
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YEAR 2 
Wow! It has been another busy and exciting week in Year 2.  

On Tuesday the children went to Shrewsbury House to listen to the author Shane Hegarty. I am sure you have 
already heard from the children how amazing he was. Shane Hegarty captured everyone’s interest, even the 
teachers, with chapters from his book ‘Boot’.  

We had an exciting House Challenge on Wednesday with the children making trebuchets with lollipop sticks and 
elastic bands. Year 2 worked well with the lower year groups, showing kindness and patience.  

“Watch out a pom pom is coming” Zach.      

“Making these trebuchets was hard but I didn’t give up” Alfred. 

Axles, chassis and dowels were some of the new words Year 2 learnt on Thursday. The children designed and 
made their own moon buggy. The designs were fantastic and some of their features were very inventive! The 
children had great fun making them and concentrated well when using the saws 

This week in Maths, the children investigated “the taller you are the longer your feet are”.   We concluded this 
statement was true! You may want to try measuring your hand span and foot length over the half term with your 
family. 

Thank you for all your support this half term and we hope you have 
a lovely break. 

 

The Year 2 Team 
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Forest School 

The pleasure and enjoyment the 

children display at Forest School is 

clear to see and the impact on their 

learning and development is evident 

on many levels, not least their 

physical skills. The woodland setting 

provides the space to explore and 

experiment safely and opportunities 

to face challenges and take risks.  

Games such as ‘40-40 in’, a big 

favourite with Year 1 and Year 2, 

encourage the children to move 

effectively and safely across different 

terrains, raises their awareness of 

possible hazards and provides great 

fun at the same time. Handling tools 

and moving large objects such as logs 

helps to develop motor skills,  

improves quality of movement and 

increases muscle strength. 

 

The children display a fantastic “have 

a go” attitude and demonstrate great 

perseverance if they find things a little 

daunting; balancing on wobbly logs 

can be particularly challenging but 

also provides a lot of hilarity and 

opportunities to keep on persevering 

when we wobble a bit too much and  

end up in a bit of a heap together! 

 

Mrs Newman 
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Gardening Club 
During the Spring months the 

children in Gardening Club worked 

hard clearing beds and planting 

seeds and now with the warm 

sunshine and longer days, the 

garden is really beginning to 

flourish. The peas and  broad 

beans are sprouting wildly and I 

think we might be in for some 

prize winning onions! The pretty 

white flowers on the strawberry 

plants are giving way to plump 

little green fruit; we’re looking 

forward to munching on them 

later in the summer and we’re 

more than happy to share a few 

with the garden birds. This term 

we have planted a wildflower bed 

to encourage more bees and 

butterflies in to our garden. 

Monday 20th May was World Bee 

Day and to celebrate and show 

how important bees are to our 

environment the children painted 

a wonderful banner depicting the 

vibrant colours of flowers and the 

all-important busy bees.   

 

Mrs Newman 
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Celebration Assembly  

Congratulations to:- 

Calum for his Princess Alice 

Charity Walk,   

Zane and Ethan  for SHS 

Football,  

Thomas for Student of the 

Week in Stagecoach 

House Points 

Blue 23 

Green 40 

Yellow 29 

Red 58 

Character Certificates were awarded to:-  Hugo for Patience, Alex for Pride, Michael for Resilience,  Jack for 

Perseverance, Adrian for Perseverance, Zach for Trust, Ollie for Trust, Dominic for Trust, Cam B for Kindness 

and Mrs Webb Year 1 for Kindness 

Gold Star Certificates were awarded to:- 

Charlie, Eesa, Lenny, Alex and Jono. Happy Birthday to:- 

Charles, Aaron, Eric 

and Harrison (for last 

November!) 
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In Other News…  

Quote of the  Week -  Special Bumper Pre-Half Term Edition! 

"I love Forest School, I feel free to do 
anything, if it's safe." 

Thomas, 1JB 

 

 

“Is there a boy Mr Akhurst and a girl 

Mr Akhurst?” 

Cameron , Nursery 

(...just clarifying the situation with 

Mrs Akhurst) 

“My jelly is like a trampoline.” 

Maxy G, Nursery 

(...demonstrating use of similes at 

lunchtime) 
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Quote of the Week Continued... 

Quote of the 

“You’ve got a visitor coming in to the office 

later today.  It’s my mum.  I just didn’t want 

you to jump”. 

Nathanael, 1JB 

(...kindly alerting Claire Webb to parent 

arrival) 

 

“They are caterpillars, then racoons, then 

butterflies.” 

Alex A, 1JB 

(...modifying the theory of metamorphosis 

as we know it, during Show and Tell) 

Hugo: “My dog is a cross between a 

Norwich Terrier, a Miniature Schnauzer and 

a Shih Tzu ” 

Claire Webb: “Wow.  What’s that called?” 

Hugo:  “a Mutt.” 
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And Finally...Some Other Lovely Moments from Our Week... 
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And a few more... 
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And just a few more! 


