
SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Friday 10 May 2019 

NEWSLETTER 

Chick-flicks dominate the newsletter pictures this week, with the rapidly growing, young chicks, the talk of the 
school! I sense the birth of Archie Harrison to Harry and Meghan has ruffled their feathers slightly, as some 
attention has been turned to another new born!  Our nine fluffy friends have displayed resilience though, not 
being ‘chicken’ or hiding away but strutting their stuff in various classes, ensuring their place at the very top of 
the school pecking order. 

Speaking of resilience, I cannot but mention the football! We’ve been thinking as a whole school recently about 
determination and perseverance, even where things appear difficult.  We could not have had two better 
examples this week from both Liverpool and Spurs, coming back from seemingly impossible situations, where 
giving up would have been an easy option, to achieve something quite glorious.  We encourage the children 
here to adopt a similar approach to school life, whether with academic challenges, social situations or extra-
curricular activity.  One recent example came from class 2HA, who took great delight in telling me how they had 
shown resilience and perseverance to crack a difficult maths problem that they were on the verge of giving up 
on.  Bravo 2HA – a fine example!  

Have a lovely weekend. 

 

 

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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NURSERY 

Farm animals and their young were the focus for the nursery children this week. The children have been learning 

the names of baby farm animals and matching the adults to their young. The baby chicks have been observed 

growing and changing and the children have been very gentle when handling them.  

Chickens featured heavily this week with the story of Rosie’s Walk helping us to learn and practise positional 

language. We also returned to the story of The Little Red Hen and talked about how bread is made. We didn’t 

grind our own corn but we did a lot of mixing and weighing out of ingredients. The children were able to talk 

about the bread making process and what the mixture felt like. Little hands then kneaded the dough and as we 

all worked together, we decided it was fair that we should all take home some of the lovely fresh bread rolls, to 

share with our families. The freshly baked bread smelt delicious! 

 

The Nursery Team 
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RECEPTION 

Superhero training camp is well under way in Reception!  This week, the children have been learning about the 
responsibilities that Superheroes have as well as consequences that occur when saving the day!  The children 
have experimented with creating their own superhero slime by mixing various ingredients together.  Arthur, 
“mine is super slimey!”  Jo, “my super power looks a bit like snow.  I could change it and add more things 
in”.  The children have also kept a tally of their progress in becoming superheroes.  They have used timers to 
check whether they have made progress in their strength and speed.  “I did twenty-five star jumps in a minute!” 
Thomas.  “My tyre rolled fourteen times in three minutes!” Senan.  In addition to this, our superheroes in 
Reception have decided to save the day by helping the environment.  The children have planted seeds in the 
hopes of growing herbs and vegetables.  “The seeds need water and sun and then they can grow bigger and 
bigger and bigger!”  Jeevan.  Rufus, “we need to cover the seeds so that they can grow and so that birds don’t 
eat them”.   What a fantastic week for our wonderful and kind children.   

Great oaks from little acorns grow! 

 

The Reception Team 
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YEAR 1 YEAR 1 

We have made some very seasonal observations this week in Year 1.  We couldn’t walk past the chicks without 
looking at how they have grown and changed! We were so excited about holding them - they had really big spiky 
feet and soft, fluffy heads.  Our beans are growing too! They have cracked and grown roots and some have even 
sprouted green shoots.   

It has been really interesting observing the weather. A good mix of rain and sunshine is great for the plants 
outside.  We discussed how the weather affects our daily lives and how we travel to school.  We can’t wait for 
the summer sunshine! 

We have continued our work around the book The Tiny Seed and investigated all the different spelling patterns 
we could find.  The Tiny Seed wanted to write a letter to his friends to explain how to survive and grow into a 
beautiful flower.  Now that we have looked around Wisley Gardens, and grown our own beans, we know exactly 
the right advice to give!  

 

The Year 1 Team 
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YEAR 2 

 

Year 2 were very excited to have the chicks visit their classroom. The children were extremely sensible and 2HA 
showed Albert Eggstein some of their fabulous work. 

This week we have continued our learning about Space. The children found out about Space travel and were 
fascinated to learn Neil Armstrong’s footprint is still on the Moon. We also studied photographs of the moon 
surface and,  using clay, we created our own with craters, bumps, rocks etc. We can’t wait to paint them next 
week! 

YAY! Our exciting space adventure stories are complete and bound. All teachers are very proud of the hard work. 

Following lots of research, the children have begun to create a PowerPoint presentation about Space. We hope 
the children will share these with you soon! 

In Maths, we have been co-ordinate wizards. We are confident to read and plot co-ordinates on a grid. We also 
created our own Space co-ordinate grid. 

  

 

The Year 2 Team 

  

    

Knock, knock! 

Who’s there?  

CHICKS! 
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Forest School 

  

The sun shone and it was lovely 

and warm for Nursery children’s 

first visit of the term to Forest 

School.  Blue skies and bright 

sunshine enabled us to use our all 

our different senses to safely 

explore the natural wonders of the 

woodlands. The children enjoyed 

the space and freedom to discover 

woodland treasures, examining 

and discussing different textures 

and features –  

“This stick is a bit rough on the 

edges and a bit sharp with spikes.” 

– Danny 

“I found a feather, it feels all soft 

and smooth.” – Cameron  

“It’s a shiny leaf.” Edward W 

The children relished the 

opportunity to investigate, 

becoming more confident and 

adventurous in their own 

explorations, pointing out hazards - 

“stingy nettle leaves” and “spiky 

holly leaves” to their friends, 

ensuring we always take care of 

ourselves and our friends. 

 

Mrs Newman 
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SWIMMING NEWS... 

If you aren’t already following us on 
Twitter our handle is @shspreprep and 
we regularly update the account with 
news on the exciting activities in which 
the children are taking part. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

We are delighted that the SHPPS Outdoor Pool is again open!  The children have been enjoying their swimming 

lessons where they have used  back stroke, front crawl and breast stroke.  They are all looking forward to our 

Swimming Gala next half term! 

Mrs Davies-Duddy 

Love of Languages Coffee Morning... 

If you have any ideas or expertise in this area or speak another 

language or generally have an interest in other languages, 

please come along, have fun and meet other parents for an 

informal chat and share your ideas.   All parents are invited! 
Thursday 16th May 2019, 9am - 10.30am 
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IN OTHER NEWS… Quote of the Week  - Special Space Edition! 

Quote of  the Week #3 - (Not space related...) 

“I’m very good at being happy.” 

Jeevan, RNW 

 

(...excelling at the most important life skill) 

Quote of the Week #1 

“Who is that young chap there, Mrs Davies-Duddy?” 

William,  2DM 

(...pointing to a photograph of Neil Armstrong) 

 

Quote of  the Week #2 

Michael: “When you get back from space, are you 

famous?” 

Mrs Davies-Duddy:  “Yes, you might be.” 

Michael:  “When you get back from  space, are you 

rich?” 

Mrs Davies-Duddy: “Yes, you might be.” 

Michael:  “I want to go to into space then.  I want to 

be rich and  famous”. 

Michael, 2DM 

(….making his career path criteria perfectly clear) 
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Celebration Assembly  

Happy Birthday to:- 

Harley! 

Congratulations to:- Dillon for Respect, Eli for Kindness, Jack for Respect, Harry for Happiness , Stanley for 

Creativity, Thomas D for Perseverance, Charlie H for Happiness, Olly M for Determination, Nathan for Pride, 

Eloise for Kindness, Gabriel for Perseverance, Edward W for Happiness, Alfred for Determination, Ethan for 

Friendship, Avi for Courage, Danny for Respect,  William L for Resilience, Alex H for Resilience and Toran for 

Resilience. 

House Points 

Blue 30 

Green 47 

Red 30 

Yellow 46 

Superstar Awards were given to: 

Zach, Arthur, Olly, Jojo, Theo, Ishaan, Luca, William R and Henry 

Congratulations to:   

Dillon for his Races medal and Certificate 

Alex H for his Fun Run Medal 

Alexander for his Ultra Running Medal 

And Zach C for his Cricket Certificate 

Congratulations to Charles for a lovely piano recital 
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YEAR 1  And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 
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YEAR 1  (...and a few more.) 
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YEAR 1  (...and yet a few more.) 


