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NEWSLETTER 

Book Week has created a real buzz around the 
school with different reading based activities 
cropping up all over the place, literally!   Parents 
coming in as ‘secret readers’ has been a huge 
success  – thank you so much to all of you who 
have read to the children.   

 

World Book Day is always a highlight, with many 
children adopting the persona of their chosen 
characters for the day.  I thoroughly enjoyed 
spending break time in the playground as ‘Super 
Tato’, rushing around with my buddies, 
Spiderman, The Ladybird Who Came to Tea and 
Stick Man (amongst many others) to help solve 
those day to day playground issues that only 
World Book Day characters can resolve! 

 

An author visit, staff story-time, Year 1 and 2 
House Sports afternoons and the Music and 
Magic event have all been a part of SHPPS life 
this week, in addition to our regular lessons and 
activities.  Thank you to the Parents’ Association 
for all of their help!  

 

Enjoy the weekend, and keep reading those 
books!  

 

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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NURSERY 

Nursery have had the most 

amazing week. Nicky Francis from 

Esher library came in to read to the 

Nursery children to share the 

delights of ‘Harry and his Bucketful 

of Dinosaurs’ and ‘the Gingerbread 

Man.’ The author Sean Leahy 

worked with the Nursery children, 

reading his book ‘Monster Café’ 

before they turned outline 

illustrations of the characters into 

their own monsters.   

‘Monkey Puzzle’ by Julia Donaldson 

was the Nursery’s chosen focus 

book. Some wonderful artwork was 

created as the children first painted 

the background, then added 

collage foliage and completed the 

pictures with a chosen animal from 

the story. In cooking, lots of mixing 

and blending of ingredients was 

needed as the children made their 

own banana muffins. 

Each day ended with a secret 

surprise as lots of parents came 

into nursery to read their favourite 

story to the Nursery children. It has 

been a fabulous Book Week,  

culminating in dressing up as a 

favourite book character.  

What fun we have had! 

 

The  Nursery Team 
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RECEPTION 

Clowns! Clowns, everywhere!  This week, the Reception children have been reading Clown by Quentin 
Blake.  The children were in awe of his illustrations and how these can tell a story without words.  We noticed 
that the style of his drawings seemed familiar and we found out that he is also the illustrator for some of our 
favourite stories such as Charlie and the Chocolate Factory! 

The children have become authors, creating their own stories in class.  We watched a “how to draw with 
Quentin Blake” tutorial and had a go ourselves.  Oscar drew three fantastic replicas of a Willy Wonka drawing! 
The children have learnt to use water colours in creating their own clown illustrations.  At our Art and making 
table, we used bowls to thread tissue paper through, creating a magnificent bow for our clowns.  We have also 
considered the emotions of clowns and how they portray these without any words.  The children giggled with 
delight as we mimed and acted different feelings with just our faces and body language.  Of course, the biggest 
highlight of the week has been our secret readers.  It has been a special treat having parents visit our classroom 
and read some of our favourite stories.   

 

What a super duper book week it has been! 

 

  

The Reception Team 
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YEAR 1 YEAR 1 

'Beware of the Storybook Wolves' this week in Year 1..... apparently they jump out of books and try to eat little 
children when they are asleep! Lauren Child has written a fabulous book that explores traditional stories with a 
twist.  We have learnt from Herb how to avoid being eaten by a Storybook Wolf. We made green jelly to give the 
wolves for starters; we wrote speech bubbles to show how the characters reacted to the wolves; we painted 
characters from the book in the style of Lauren Child and we wrote letters to Herb explaining why he should not 
be worried about the Storybook Wolves. All topped off by some secret (Fairy Godmother) readers.  We really 
hope the children have been inspired to read at home too, don't be surprised if they put all their story books 
under the bed this weekend to stop the characters escaping! 

We really enjoyed seeing all the children and parents at the Year 1 Inter-house football on Tuesday 
afternoon.  Their team spirit, skill and stamina were awesome to 
watch.   

 

The Year 1 Team 
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YEAR 2 
2DM studied books written and 

illustrated by Anthony Browne. We 

looked at his book 'The Tunnel' and 

wrote about what we would find if 

we went through the tunnel.  We 

then created our own diaramas.  We 

looked at 'Silly Billy' and created our 

own worry dolls.  Finally we created 

gorilla pictures in the style of 

Anthony Browne using mixed media. 

One of the highlights of the week 

was having so many secret readers in 

class.  We can't wait to see who 

comes next week! 

We have had such a busy week and 

have thoroughly enjoyed reading 

LOTS of Anthony Browne books! 

2HA fully immersed themselves in 

books written by David Litchfield; 

The Bear and the Piano, Grandad’s 

Secret Giant and The Bear, The 

Piano, The Dog and The Fiddle.  

As a class we debated whether the 

bear should stay in the forest or 

leave to go to the City.  The judges 

decided the bear should go to the 

city and learn new skills.  The 

children wrote some great 

adaptations of The Bear and the 

Piano with fish finding recorders, 

lions finding electric guitars and their 

talents being discovered by hunters 

and scuba divers.  

We also took inspiration from 

Grandad’s Secret Giant and created a 

class mural in the playground.  

To finish off the week we joined the 

Bear’s band and made musical 

instruments out of unconventional 

materials! 

The Year 2 Team 
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YEAR 1  Shrove Tuesday at SHPPS… (aka Pancake Day!) 

 

Congratulations to Mrs Legg, who tossed 

120 pancakes for children and staff at 

lunchtime  on Tuesday, working three 

frying pans simultaneously! 
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Birthday Celebrations ... 

Alex, Dominic...and Mr Akhurst celebrated 

their birthdays on Wednesday.  Year 2 joined 

them all in Mr Akhurst’s study for a few 

rousing renditions of Happy Birthday and a 

slice of birthday cake!   
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Music and Magic... 

Thank you to all the SPPA 

volunteers who made 

Thursday’s Music and 

Magic such a special 

afternoon! 
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Secret Readers... 

A huge “thank you” to all the 

amazing parents who read to 

the children this week! 



SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

World Book Day... 

We LOVED the amazing 

costumes the children (and 

staff) wore this week...thank 

you so much for all 

the effort involved!  

Best Staff Costume Prize was 

awarded to Mrs Sharman! 
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World Book Day Continued... 
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If you aren’t already following us on 
Twitter our handle is @shspreprep and 
we regularly update the account with 
news on the exciting activities in which 
the children are taking part. 

World Book Day Continued Again... 

Follow us on Twitter... 
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Celebration Assembly  

Happy Birthday to:- 

Alex M, 7 

Dominic M, 7 

Mr Akhurst, 45 

 

Congratulations to:- 

Fisher L, Piano Prep Test 

Jack, Walking Passport 

Charlie L, Tennis Certificate 

Sam H, Super Nessie 

William L, Super Nessie 

Adrian Z, Super Nessie 

 

 

Character Certificates were  

awarded to:- 

Benji, RNW 

Arthur, RNW 

Zane, 2HA 

Theo, RNW 

Frank, RNW 

Danny, Nur 

Rufus, RNW 

Toran, Nur 

Ishaan, 1JB 

Calum, 1SS 

Daniel,  1JB 

Harry, 2DM 

Michael, 2DM 

Alex H, 1SS 

Ethan, 2HA 

Ollie, Nur 

Gold Star Certificates:- 

JoJo  

Aiyan 

William, 

Lenny, 

Felix, 

Cameron. 

House Points 

Red 30 

Yellow 71 

Blue 49 

Green 30 

Winner of the Most Unusual Place to Read a Book Competition - 

Taran, RNW 

Winner of the Author Quiz -  Jack W and Olliver M 

EFS Best Dress-Up Prize - Theo G, RNW 

KS1 Best Dress Up Prize - Jonno H, 1JB 
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IN OTHER NEWS... 

Quote of the Week 

 

Quote of the week #1 

“I’m really sorry about your leg Mr Brown.   

It wasn’t me.” 

Arthur, 

RNW 

(...For the avoidance of doubt, denying any 

responsibility for Mr Brown’s recent injury) 

Quote of the week #2 

“I think Mr Akhurst ate 

them all.” 

Lenny, 

Nursery 

(...Speculating on reasons 

for the absence of sausages 

at Breakfast Club on Friday) 

Quote of the Week # 2 
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YEAR 1  And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 
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YEAR 1  (And a few more…) 


