
SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Friday 8 February 2019 

NEWSLETTER 

Thank you to all who came to our 
Cheese and Wine Event on Thursday 
evening.  It was lovely to have the 
chance to meet so many of you, 
slightly more informally.  I appreciated 
the opportunity to talk to you about 
my first five months here and share my 
plans and vision for the future.  For 
those who were unable to attend, I will 
put together an outline of some of the 
things I said and send it on to you.  I’m 
very excited about what lies ahead and 
continuing to partner with you all in 
your child’s education.   

You will see from the rest of the 
Newsletter that it has been another 
wonderful week at SHPPS, with 
Chinese New Year celebrations a 
particular focus.  Our Chinese lunch 
today was a very special way to 
conclude the week.  Do enjoy some 
rest this weekend – just one more 
week to go until we are halfway 
through the school year!  

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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NURSERY 

Before you tap and click…you need 

to stop and think…and TELL 

someone! 

This is the important message 

which Nursery children have learnt 

as a song as part of internet safety 

week. The children have also learnt 

that this is the Chinese Year of the 

Pig. It was our class assembly this 

week and we are so proud of the 

children who thoroughly enjoyed 

dancing, singing and speaking in 

front of a large audience with such 

confidence. Cymbals were perfectly 

in rhythm as the Chinese dragon 

danced its way around the 

audience. We have cooked Chinese 

noodles with chopped vegetables 

and each received a special fortune 

cookie. Our cutting skills were 

practised as we created Chinese 

lanterns and little hands folded 

paper back and forth to create 

lovely fans. I’m sure we are all 

going to be singing the Chinese 

dragon song for a long time to 

come! 

 

The  Nursery Team 
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RECEPTION 

Can you tell the difference between a flat, 2D shape and a solid, 3D shape?  If not, Reception children 
can!  We’ve explored different shapes and looked at what is special about each.  The children then created their 
own 2D shape art work by using a “tape resist” method.  We found beautiful colours and shapes and then spoke 
about their different properties.  It has been a very busy, mathematical week with the children learning how to 
share numbers and objects fairly.  What fun it was discussing why it would be unfair if Frank had 4 house points 
and Miss Whitfield only had 2!  We even wondered how we would share a cake between two people and Rufus 
said that it would be best shared in half.  In our Understanding the World topic, the children were presented 
with a challenge to see which magnets had the greatest magnetic pull.  Arthur decided that he had “super 
powers” which are far greater than any magnets!  Such fantastic talk was had over whether a large or heavy 
magnet would have a larger force.  During PSHE, we spoke about how to make new friends and decided to 
spend some time playing with someone we’ve not played with for a long time.  The children giggled and spoke 
to each other, learning about their peers’ favourite activities.  We realised that we can make new friends by 
giving others a chance.  Our Literacy focus has been to write riddles.  The children have thought up fantastic 
clues for their objects/people/animals and written these in order to enter the “My First Riddle” competition for 
Reception children.  We have had many a laugh working out our friends’ 
clues!   

  

The Reception Team 
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Year One 

It has been another busy week in 
Year 1.  On Tuesday 5th February it 
was National Safer Internet Day. We 
discussed the different ways we can 
stay safe on-line and shared a story 
about the problems that children face 
today when using the World Wide 
Web.  Our task was to design an 
informative, creative, factual poster 
promoting staying safe on-line.   

In Computing we used the 
programme Too Publish to create a 
class poster.  The children invented 
catchy headings and used the tool 
bar to change the font size and 
colours of the images that they 
created.  Our class phrase of the day 
was “think before you click!” 

We have thoroughly enjoyed 
celebrating Chinese New Year.  
Fisher, Daniel L and Stanley taught us 
how to count from 1 to 10 in Chinese.  
We enjoyed listening to our Chinese 
teachers and learnt some new 
phrases in Chinese.  Alexander 
bought in a beautiful  scroll with his 
name written in Chinese.  The 
children took part in a wide range of 
activities throughout the day 
including making drums, Chinese 
information books, number practice 
and mindful colouring.   

 

The Year 1 Team 
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YEAR 2 

 

This week we were 
intrigued when mysterious green 
glittery footsteps appeared on the 
Year 2 stairs. We were even more 
intrigued when we got to the top 
and found a pot at the end of a 
rainbow filled with delicious 
goodies for us and a washing line 
full of little green clothes. From the 
clues given to us, we worked out 
that we had had a visitor from 
Ireland. Mr Walker from SHS came 
to talk to us about what it was like 
to live in Ireland and told us that 
his Grandfather helped to build the 
Titanic in Belfast.    

We wrote some amazing postcards 
after our short trip to Ireland with 
Lenny the Leprechaun.  We found 
out about the Legend of Finn 
McCool as part of our 
comprehension lesson.  We 
learned that Finn was a very strong 
giant because he built the Giants 
Causeway single handedly. 

In maths this week we have been 
looking at fractions and found that 
sharing cakes and sweets was a fun 
and delicious way of doing this!  
We  are keen to do a bit more of 
this kind of fractions work at home 
this weekend! 

 

The Year 2 Team 
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YEAR 1 Forest School... 

Whittling Skills 

Forest School provides many opportunities for the children to develop their confidence and  

self -esteem. This week some of the children in Year 1 and Year 2 chose to have a go learning the skills needed to 

safely use a knife for whittling. Working with me on a one to one basis the children listened carefully to the 

safety tool talk and following my demonstration.  They went on to whittle their own little friend from sticks 

collected in the woods.  

“It goes down and away from your body.” – Jack  

“The cover goes on the sharp knife. You keep it away from your body” – Charlie 

Watching the children become acquainted with their new forest friends was lovely to see,  as was their obvious 

pleasure in their own achievements.   

 

Mrs Newman 
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Music News... 

 

Our children never cease to amaze me. They were completely unfazed 
with the new instrumental concert format which we rolled out on 
Wednesday this week. The individual soloists, including two Reception 
children,  played their instruments confidently and the whole of Year 1 
performed their group songs beautifully.  

Well done Year 1 and Reception! 

 

Miss Forbes 
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French News... 

 

 

 

This term, through a range of activities such as games, songs, dances and film clips,  the areas we will be learning 

about in French will include; greetings, stating preferences, asking for things, food, days of the week, animals, the 

body, colours, numbers, the classroom, our homes and our families. We will also look at similarities and 

differences in our vocabulary.  Learning about French culture will also feature during our sessions. 

The following websites may be of interest: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primarylanguages/french/all_games/ 

https://www.french-games.net/frenchtopics  

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zr8jmp3  (cultural input) 

http://primarygamesarena.com/Subjects/French  (pick the appropriate activity) 

These are some of our more popular songs: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lpwf5N0rfVE  (days of the week) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T28Ic6aWaIA   (elephant song) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_kvXWBLUvI  (rain) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBvJVOuBPXI&list=RDOCNqKG2SdCo&index=12 (weather) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4kNeFGBAcw  (colours) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsc3qLMaCu8   (numbers) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCNqKG2SdCo (parts of the body) 

 

Madame Trier 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primarylanguages/french/all_games/
https://www.french-games.net/frenchtopics
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zr8jmp3
http://primarygamesarena.com/Subjects/French
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lpwf5N0rfVE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T28Ic6aWaIA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_kvXWBLUvI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBvJVOuBPXI&list=RDOCNqKG2SdCo&index=12
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4kNeFGBAcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsc3qLMaCu8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCNqKG2SdCo
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YEAR 1 Celebration Assembly 

Happy Birthday to:- 

Ted K, 5 

Alex H, 6 

Toran M, 4 

William Y, 4 

Congratulations to:- 

Charles B, Martial Arts Trophy 

Toran M, Playball Trophy 

Avi J, Football Medal 

Harry W, Gymnastics Certificate 

 

Character Certificates :- 

Maxi G , Friendship 

Nehal U, Friendship 

Jack D, Pride 

Charlie H, Courage 

Avi J, Thankfulness 

Zane G, Kindness 

Thomas D, Caring 

Olly C, Resilience 

Zane G, Perseverance 

Dominic M, Pride 

Ted K, Kindness 

Superstar Awards:- 

Nathan N 

Charlie L 

Jean-Pierre dT 

Eloise C 

Ivy D 

Lenny R 

Louis C 

Edward R 

William G 

Zak C, 

Eesa R 

 

 

Nessy Certificates:- 

Luca H,  

William L, 

Aaron M, 

Stanley L 
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IN OTHER NEWS... 

If you aren’t already following us on 
Twitter our handle is @shspreprep and 
we regularly update the account with 
news on the exciting activities in which 
the children are taking part. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

Quote 

 

Quote of the week ... 

“I love Cookery Club - it could be Miss Marcou’s 

Restaurant” 

Thomas S, 

1JB 
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YEAR 1  We were delighted to welcome your families this week... 
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YEAR 1  And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 
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YEAR 1  (...and a few more.) 


