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NEWSLETTER 

That was the week that was… SHPPS 

It has been good to catch up with 
so many of you this week and I 
wanted to reiterate my thanks to 
you all for helping me settle in to 
life at the Pre-Prep these last few 
weeks.  I am extremely excited at 
the prospect of working with you 
all in partnership to support, care 
for and help educate your 
children.  We have a wonderful 
school and it is a real privilege to 
have the opportunity to lead it. 

 

I am no longer the newest boy at 
school - I am delighted to 
introduce to you Mr Wilk who 
has joined Reception Class as a 
one to one support worker.   

 

Do enjoy whatever the weekend 
has in store for you.  I am already 
looking forward to all that next 
week has to offer as we enter our 
final week of the half-term.   

 

 

Jon Akhurst 

Headmaster 
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NURSERY 

 

Yellow leaf, green leaf, pink leaf and repeat!!! 

Nursery visited Forest School this week and were 

able to collect lots of natural resources for Art 

Day. The children hunted for leaves of all shapes 

and sizes and used them to create colourful leaf 

prints. The focus for Art Day was to use printing 

techniques to create patterns. The children chose 

bright paint colours and decided to make a 

repeating pattern with the leaves. It took a while 

to perfect the pattern but the children agreed the 

overall artwork was beautiful with the pink, green 

and yellow leaves pegged in sequence on the 

string line. We also experimented with potato and 

cauliflower printing, with the children choosing 

the colours of the paints and paper themselves. 

The children then used their House colours to 

make individual coloured collage circles which will 

be used, with those from all the children in the 

school, to create a huge House Colour Tree in the 

front hall.  

 

The Nursery Team 
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RECEPTION 

 

What an incredibly busy week we’ve had, discovering the sounds of a snoring bear!  The children discussed how 
to look after it by finding information in their bear booklets such as what food bears eat, where they live and 
how to care for bears.  We made yummy bear snacks, learning how to hold a knife safely in order to slice 
bananas.  We ate our delicious fruit salad at snack time (and saved lots for the bear as well!)  Arthur, “this tastes 
really good!”.  Theo and Frank made a bed for the bear to sleep in.  Taran collected some fruit to put into the 
bear’s cave and even gave him a fluffy toy to keep him company!  So many of the children decided to write a 
welcome card for the bear.  Rufus wrote, “Dear Bear. From Rufus” accompanied by a gorgeous picture of the 
bear.  Joseph, Oscar and Zaki designed a cave for the bear from junk modelling and very carefully worked as a 
team to decorate it.  What a super job RNW!   

 The Reception Team 
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YEAR 1 YEAR 1 

Year 1 have continued to enjoy 
exploring materials and their 
properties in science this week.  After 
discussing examples of waterproof 
materials, sharing an understanding 
of what waterproof means and 
learning about absorption, we took 
our learning outside to 
experiment.  The children embraced 
their role as scientists and had lots of 
fun investigating various materials to 
check their suitability for a wet 
weather coat.  We then reported 
back our findings and discussed the 
reasons for our choice of material 
using excellent scientific vocabulary.  

 

The Year 1 Team 
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YEAR 2 
 

On Monday morning a very surprising sight greeted us as we walked through the playground doors to start our 

lessons for the day. A big brightly coloured hot air balloon had fallen into school bringing with it branches, pine 

cones and even some magical glitter!  

We have been very busy this week working on our creative writing. We carefully wrote our story plans thinking 

about the beginning, a problem, how the problem was solved and finally the ending.  Here are some of our first 

sentences - do they make you want to read more of our fabulous stories? 

William- ‘In the freezing cold a tremendous hot air balloon was floating quickly over London. There were people 

looking up at it with their mouths wide open, wider than ever…………..’ 

James- ‘One stormy night, there was a giant hot air balloon floating above the fluffy, thundery Australian 

clouds……..’ 

Hugo – ‘ One sweltering day in Africa, a bright blue and red hot air balloon was floating slowly. There were 

buffaloes stampeding, zebras grazing, cheetahs hunting and giraffes eating. Down below there were small 

clusters of dusty houses. High in the sky the sun was dazzling…………….’ 

We thoroughly enjoyed participating in Art Day on Tuesday. Using string, glue and card we created a stamp that 

we each used to print vibrant, eye catching patterns onto paper. This art work has formed an amazing display for 

all to see in the lunch hall. 

What a creative week it has been! 

 

The Year 2 Team 
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Forest School 

Forest School was a hive of industry this week with the children in 1JB and 2DM getting to grips with knots and 

tools and their uses.  We had a go at tying Half Hitch knots and put our new skill to good use when constructing 

free standing bridges and mini wigwams using tripods made with sticks collected from the woodland floor. The 

resulting creations demonstrated very impressive designs and ideas. We have been learning how to handle tools 

safely and this week we began work on a wooden bird feeder using the auger to drill the holes. I was very proud 

of how well the children listened to their instructions and persevered even if they found the action a little tough.   

We also made a wonderful discovery with 1JB, we think we have some of the Little People living in the woods! 

We agreed that they are probably very shy but if we take even more care when playing in the woods then, 

hopefully, we might see a little more of our new little friends.  

Mrs Newman 
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IN OTHER NEWS... 

If you aren’t already following us on 
Twitter our handle is @shspreprep and 
we regularly update the account with 
news on the exciting activities in which 
the children are taking part. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

Sunflower Competition … a letter from Savills 

Quote 

 

Quote of the week  

'The hot air balloon landing in our school must be 
magic, I can see Mrs DD’s glitter on 
it  EVERYWHERE!' 

Alex M, 2DM 

Hi Jules, 

 

 A rather belated note from me to thank you all for making Ashley and I feel so welcome at the assembly last 
week. 

 You have a wonderful school, the children were delightful and we are so pleased that they enjoyed 
growing their sunflowers. 

 All the best for the rest of the term ahead and hopefully we will be in touch next year. 

 Best regards, 

 Karl 

 Karl Matier,    Director and Head of Office, 

  Esher 

  

http://www.savills.co.uk/
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Celebration Assembly 

Happy Birthday to:- 

Henry G, 1SS 

 

Congratulations to:- 

William G, Nursery, Swimming Certificate 

-  5m 

Dillon G , 2DM - Karate Yellow Belt 

Zane G, 2TS -  Rugby Medal 

House Points:- 

Green House 81 points 

Blue House 58 points 

Red House 40 points 

Yellow House 47 points 

Next Week’s Menu 
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YEAR 1  And finally… some other lovely moments from our week. 


