
SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Friday 30 November 2018 

NEWSLETTER 

Harvest Festival 

 

The Christmas season is now in full swing with final touches being made 
to the upcoming productions and festive performances.  It was lovely to 
welcome the Year 3 boys from Shrewsbury House School to the Year 1 
and Year 2 Dress Rehearsal today, including several siblings of our 
children.  Everything around school has been given the glitter or tinsel 
treatment, with children taking delight in spotting all the newly put up 
decorations and lights.  Some of those are from the Craft morning this 
week, where it was great to see many of the parents working alongside 
their children.   

Thank you to all the children and families who spent time producing a 
Christmas Card for our competition.  I was able to announce our winner 
in assembly on Thursday.  Congratulations to Aaron Mathews of 1SS 
whose amazing design will be featuring on the official school Christmas 
Card.    

If you are around on Saturday afternoon, why not come down to 
Claygate Village for the turning on of their Christmas Lights?  Our own 
choir will be singing on the stage from 5:15-5:30pm and I know they 
would greatly value your support.  Let’s hope the predicted rain clears 
away in time so that we are not all “Singing in the Rain”! 

 

Jon Akhurst 

Head 

 

Year 3 Boys visit their 

brothers in Reception... 
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NURSERY 

 

It has been a fabulous, Christmassy week in Nursery, with all sorts of fun and activities.  The Christmas Craft 

morning was a highlight of the week, where we made many sparkly tree decorations.  We have been practising 

our songs and actions for the Christmas play, making some excellent progress  with our singing and dancing.   

Even Maths has been festive!  We have created lots of Christmas patterns, providing an opportunity to develop 

our cutting and sticking skills.  Listening to the Christmas Story opened discussions of how we can help other 

people at Christmas time.   

 

The Nursery Team 
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RECEPTION 

“Has Father Christmas left anything else for us?” has been the number one question asked this week!  A tree, 
fireplace and giant snowman have been left for us to decorate.  Joseph and Senan started making elaborate 
patterns to decorate photo frames.  Taran made a reindeer from felt and silver foil while Harley has been 
industrious, managing the use of large cardboard boxes.  “It could be a car or a sleigh or a plane!  I think we 
should have a real gingerbread man house made from sweeties” Harley.  The children have worked superbly as 
a team in making their learning areas festive.  We have loved talking about the different shapes they used on 
their decorations that they made at home.  The children have also been intrigued to find out more about green 
screen technology, using the iPad to superimpose themselves into a Christmassy, Arctic scene.  Ted did a 
fantastic job photographing Taran and followed the instructions so well! 

 

The Reception Team 
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YEAR 1 YEAR 1 

To continue with our learning around the Supertato stories this week, Year 1 have been creating their own 
vegetable story board.  In class we discussed story structure and adding an exciting event to our stories.  We 
thought carefully about our characters and captioned the illustrations using the newly acquired vocabulary we 
have learnt through this topic.  We have been impressed with the children’s use of wonderful adjectives and 
their understanding of how these add detail to their sentences.  

The children were excited to share their stories with the class and very proudly projected their story voice.  They 
attentively listened to each other and enthusiastically gave their peers two stars (something they enjoyed) and a 
wish (something that could be improved). 

 

The Year 1 Team 
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YEAR 2 

It has been a very festive week in Year Two. The 

children were excited to see Christmas trees and lights 

dotted around the school. The Christmas craft morning 

was great fun and we were thrilled to enjoy some 

Christmas crafts with our friends and parents. 

This week in maths we have begun to explore division. 

The children have been using practical objects to help 

them and have drawn arrays too. They have then 

applied their knowledge to solve worded problems.   

On Wednesday we had a very sporty (and luckily not 

too wet) afternoon when we took part in a football 

festival  at Shrewsbury House School. We all felt really 

proud of what we achieved and for doing our best. We 

would also like to extend a big thank you to some of 

our daddies who helped to referee the matches.   

To end the week and after much hard work and 

practice, we did an amazing job in our dress rehearsal 

for our Christmas performance. We can’t wait to show 

our families next week! 

 

The Year 2 Team 
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Forest School 
 

We have all been thinking a lot 

about being kind towards each 

other and how we can show that 

we care about our friends.  

Nursery children had fun at Forest 

School, decorating the woodland 

for Christmas as a special surprise 

for their forest friends. We spent 

time deciding together which of 

the woodland trees or bushes 

would make a lovely Christmas 

tree; the hazel bush was too small, 

the holly tree was too prickly and 

the sycamore was too tall. We all 

agreed the evergreen yew would 

be perfect. The children went to 

work, carefully weaving wool in 

and out of the scales of pine cones 

and hanging them on the 

Christmas tree, remembering not 

to pick the needles or touch any 

berries that the birds hadn’t 

eaten. All Christmas trees need 

stars so we collected little sticks 

and joined them together in the 

middle by winding the wool 

“round and round and round” – 

Felix. A little robin watched us 

from the trees before flying off, I 

think he was off to tell Father 

Christmas just how kind the 

Nursery children are towards their 

friends. 

We hope all the woodland 

creatures enjoy their special tree!  

 

 

Mrs Newman 
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IN OTHER NEWS... 

If you aren’t already following us on 
Twitter our handle is @shspreprep and 
we regularly update the account with 
news on the exciting activities in which 
the children are taking part. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

SPPA News... 

Quot

 

Quote of the week  

“I can say ‘Father Christmas’ in French ...Papa 

Noel” 

Arthur G,  RNW 

Elves Needed 

Please remember to return your golden envelopes to school as soon as you can - Two lucky winners will have 
the unique opportunity to dress up as Elves and be Santa’s helpers for the day when he visits our amazing 
Christmas Grotto on Monday 10th December.  Mr Akhurst will draw the raffle in assembly on Friday 7th 
December. 

If you would like to purchase any extra raffle tickets, there will be a book of raffle tickets in the office during 
the course of next week. 

GOOD LUCK! 

 

Judy Mackintosh 
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Celebration Assembly 

House Points:- 

Green House 40 points 

Blue House 60 points 

Red House 40 points 

Yellow House 54 points 

Congratulations to:- 

Jean-Pierre ,  Nursery -  Playball Trophy 

Aaron M,  1SS - Tennis Medal 

Alex H,  1SS -  Rugby Medal and Walking 

Bus Passport 

Congratulations to:- 

Aaron M, 1SS, who was the winner of the 

Christmas Card competition. 
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YEAR 1  And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 
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YEAR 1  (...and a few more.) 


