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Friday 23 November 2018 

NEWSLETTER 

Harvest Festival 

 

There has definitely been something in the air at SHPPS this week! 
Whether when sat in my office, or when visiting different classes around 
the school, the sound of jingling bells and festive warbling has filtered 
through with increased regularity and volume.  Spontaneous singing has 
broken out around the school several times, both from children and 
staff, most of it fairly tuneful!  

The term is rapidly passing by.  These next few weeks are traditionally 
some of the busiest, most exciting weeks of the school year, with 
various opportunities for the children to showcase their ever-growing 
talents and blossoming individual characters.  Even this past week we 
have had concerts, football matches and road safety awareness 
sessions, all on top of the regular curriculum and activities.  Pleasingly, 
and most importantly, I am seeing smiling faces everywhere I look as the 
children lap up all that is put in front of them.  I’m delighted that you 
will have several further opportunities over the coming weeks to be a 
part of our festive activities and I look forward to seeing many of you 
here at school.  

Jon Akhurst 

Head 

 

Road Safety Week... 
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NURSERY 

The nursery role play area has been transformed by the children into Percy the Park Keeper’s shed. Leaf prints 

and seasonal colours were used to create the roof covering and there was much discussion about what Percy 

would keep in his shed. 

The children have been enjoying listening to the Percy the Park Keeper stories and these have formed much of 

the basis for their role play. Small animal glove puppets have been used to create mini puppet shows where the 

children have demonstrated their emerging use of language and expression.  

Autumn and its seasonal changes have continued to be a focus with the children collecting quantities of leaves 

and twigs to create mini homes for the forest friends to hibernate in. Fine motor skills were developed as they 

rolled and squeezed the clay to make their very own clay hedgehogs. 

The  Nursery Team 
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RECEPTION 

  

This week, the children decided to write letters to Father Christmas in order to ask him a question.  “Are your 
reindeer real?” Joseph.  “Can you bring me presents?” Theo.  “What do you do when it is not 
Christmas?”  Arthur.  The next day, much to our surprise, a large box arrived from the North Pole Post 
Office!  Even Mrs Webb was shocked to have such an exciting delivery!  Father Christmas had sent RNW a box of 
snow along with toys and a bag filled with letters replying to our questions.  “It’s Santa!  I can see the letter has 
his name on it!” Taran.  The children were so excited and read their letters with an adult.  We then had a go 
playing with the snow in the box, allowing our Arctic toys to join in.  What a magical week in Reception! 

  

The Reception Team 
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YEAR 1 YEAR 1 

This week in maths Year 1 have been learning about fractions.  We started the week looking at fractions of shape and have 

then extended our learning to solve worded problems to find a ½ and a ¼ of numbers and groups of objects.   

The children used excellent problem solving skills when faced with the challenge of sharing sweets, cakes and pizzas 

between 2 and 4 people and explaining the correct fraction each person would get using correct mathematical 

vocabulary.   They worked very well as teams to discuss their thinking and provide reasons for their answers using practical 

objects as evidence.  

We have had a lot of fun bringing maths into real life situations and the children worked hard to develop their 

understanding of how to read and write fractions. 

“It is not one four, it is one quarter!” Charlie 

“I will get half of the pizza if I share it with Miss Boyens” Jack 

“Each person gets one quarter if we share these sweets between us four.” Thomas 

 

The Year 1 Team 
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YEAR 2 

 

In Year Two Maths this week  the children have been getting  stuck into multiplication and amazing us with their 
enthusiasm and their ability to embrace a challenge. They have been looking at arrays to help them in their 
understanding  of multiplication concepts. This has helped them to apply their learning when answering  
questions and solving maths problems.  

There is still a lot of magic in the air in Year 2! This week the children enjoyed making their own potions whilst at 
Forest School and were delighted when one potion even turned a stick into a real snail. The teachers were a bit 
wary when asked to sample all these potions but thankfully not all of them were gruesome! 

 

The Year 2 Team 
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Next Week’s Events... 

Shrewsbury House School is offering a 
dedicated Headmaster’s Tour for Pre-Prep 
parents on Friday 8th February at 9.15am.   

If you would like to attend, please email Mrs 
Caroline Maidlow, Registrar, by Friday 18th 
January. 

 cmaidlow@shstrust.net   

Shrewsbury House School Tour for SHPPS Parents 

 

Wednesday 28th November  

9am Christmas Crafts Event (all parents invited -  please complete the Wufoo form that was sent out 

earlier this week or email Mrs Akhurst directly to confirm your attendance) 

2pm Year 2 football v Willington School (Away - All ) 

 

Friday 30th November 

9.30 am—11.15 Toddler Group 

 

Saturday 1st December  

4pm - 6pm Claygate Christmas Lights -  SHPPS Choir (5.15pm -  5.45pm) 
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IN OTHER NEWS... 

If you aren’t already following us on 
Twitter our handle is @shspreprep and 
we regularly update the account with 
news on the exciting activities in which 
the children are taking part. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

SPPA News... 

Quote of the Week 

 

Quote of the week  

“Mrs Davies-Duddy…..you’ve got LEGS!” 

Shion, 2DM 

(on a rare “trousers day” for Mrs D-D) 

You should have all received your golden envelope for the Elf Raffle in your child’s book bag this 
week.  Two lucky winners will have the unique opportunity to dress up as Elves and be Santa’s helpers for 
the day when he visits our amazing Christmas Grotto on Monday 10th December.  Mr Akhurst will draw 
the raffle in assembly on Friday 7th December. 

 

Please return your envelopes to the school by next Friday remembering to write your child’s name on the 
front and the number of raffle tickets you would like to purchase!   

GOOD LUCK! 

 

Judy Mackintosh 
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Celebration Assembly (and a few new Achievement Awards!) 

Happy Birthday to:- 

Arman, Nursery 

 

House Points:- 

Green House 102 points 

Blue House 51 points 

Red House 59 points 

Yellow House 49 points 

Congratulations to:- 

Alfred P, 2TS - Rugby 

Medal 

Ishaan D, 1JB - Nessy 

Certificate 

Zach H, 2TS - Nessy 

Certificate 

Harry W, 2DM - 

Gymnastics Certificate 

Music Merit Awards:- 

James C, 2DM 

Jack D,  2DM 

Calum S, 1 SS 
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YEAR 1  And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 
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YEAR 1  (...and a few more.) 


