
SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Friday 1 February 2019 

NEWSLETTER 

There is something about snow that sends the children, and the staff, into a frenzy of excitement.  Winter has 
hit this week but for us at SHPPS it has been business as usual.  In an  action-packed week,  Reception, Year 1 
and Year 2 have all enjoyed away days at The Rowans School for a feast of football, with every child from each 
year group taking part.  We have also celebrated our whole school Art Day and if the new displays around the 
school are anything to go by, it was a successful day. 

There are two things happening next week to which I would particularly like to draw your attention .  On 
Thursday evening from 7:00-8:00pm we are hosting a Cheese and Wine evening for parents.  This is a chance to 
gather together more  informally and I will take the opportunity to say a few words to you all about SHPPS life 
and my plans for the school going forward. I do hope you can attend. 

Then, on Friday 8th February, Shrewsbury House School is hosting a morning exclusively for SHPPS parents 
where Mr Doble will speak, followed by a tour of the school.  Please do take up this valuable opportunity.  
Contact the SHS registrar, Caroline Maidlow at cmaidlow@shstrust.net  for further information or to sign up. 

Have a good weekend, with or without snow.  I hope to chat to many of you over a glass of wine next week.  

 

Jon Akhurst  

Head 

mailto:cmaidlow@shstrust.net


SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

NURSERY 

Paolo Uccello and his painting of ‘Saint George and the Dragon’ have been the inspiration for some fantastic artwork this week. The 

children listened attentively to the story of George and the Dragon and then entered into a long debate as to whether dragons were 

actually real! 

The closest creatures we eventually decided that could be classed as modern day dragons were geckos and lizards, though no one 

thought they would need to be fighting one of these wearing armour. 

We returned then to discussion about the nearest creatures that ever lived that could resemble dragons. ‘Dinosaurs!’ exclaimed Ivy 

excitedly. Everyone agreed that some artwork focussing on dinosaurs, as our response to the painting, would be great fun.  

Dinosaurs stamped in paint and made footprints on paper and collage dinosaurs were created using suitably coloured fabrics. Tiny 

fingers dipped in paint created thousands of red and brown coloured dots and then we cut dinosaur shapes from the paper when it 

dried. Clay was used to mould into dinosaur shapes and a huge piece of paper was painted in different colours to create a lovely 

background for our stunning display which will be placed in the front hall of the school. 

We are all going to look out for this painting next time we visit the National Gallery. 

The  Nursery Team 
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RECEPTION 

London Bridge is falling down! 

What a week!  Our bridge 
engineers and designers have 
been working hard and developing 
their ideas and creating fantastic 
(and stable) bridges to cross the 
Thames.  The children sang the 
song, London Bridge is falling 
down, and Rufus taught us new 
versus to help us on our way! Ibby 
used a long cardboard tube to 
recreate an underground tunnel 
that goes under the Thames 
instead of over it. 

We also learnt about different 
shapes found on bridge blueprints, 
discovering lots of triangles were 
evident.  Senan made his own 
blueprint using the interactive 
whiteboard tools.  We then 
investigated the properties of 3D 
shapes.  What fun we had printing 
each face of a cube, cylinder and 
pyramid.  Benji noticed that there 
were two types of pyramids.  "One 
is a square-based pyramid" 
Frank.  "I have three faces on 
mine", Zaki.  We also had a great 
time with our "crazy writing" 
table!  Why on earth are there 
sheets of paper underneath the 
table??  The children have made 
themselves cosy, writing their own 
content in the strangest of 
places.  Taran wrote a delightful 
note, "To my family.  Is so 
nice.  Mummy and Siana and 
Daddy."  What a jolly good week in 
Reception! 

 

The Reception Team 
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YEAR 1 YEAR 1 

This has been another exciting week in year 1.  Our mathematical brains have been ticking away …we accepted 
the challenge to solve capacity problems.  It was great fun measuring and comparing the liquid in different 
containers. We moved onto reading the scales and were able to make comparisons.   

In literacy this week we had the opportunity to write some acrostic poems about the Jungle.  Buddy the Bee, 
landed in Kenya and we have been busy researching facts about Kenya and the all the wild animals that live  
there.  We talked about the meaning of onomatopoeia and used adjectives in our writing. 

For Art Day on Wednesday, Year 1 explored different mediums such as chalk, oil pastels and paint to create a 
bright sky, filled with lightening and grey clouds.  This will form part of the whole school art project based on  
George and the Dragon by Paolo Uccello. 

 

The Year 1 Team 
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YEAR 1 YEAR 2 

Croeso i Flwyddyn Dau!(Welcome 
to Year Two!) This week we were 
very excited to find that a dragon 
had visited our school. We found 
some smoky treasures belonging to 
him along with some golden scales, 
huge bones and a mysterious 
dragons eye. There was also a box 
full of baby dragons.  It was all very 
scary! We used the clues to work 
out that the dragon had accidently 
had the wrong parcel delivered to 
us and he would in fact be coming 
back to collect his parcel of baby 
dragons! Luckily for us Keith the 
Dragon Slayer came to our rescue 
and saved the day by chasing it off 
the school roof. We were so 
inspired by the dragon that we all 
wrote amazing dragon poems.  

Shortly after we discovered that 
the dragon was indeed a friendly 
dragon and was from Wales and 
would help us to find out more 
about Wales as part of topic on the 
Six Nations.  

We were all very excited to take 
part in Art Day and were inspired 
by the painting 'George and the 
Dragon' by Paulo Uccello. 2DM 
made clay dragon eyes and 2HA 
used sticks and ink to create their 
own mythical dragon. 

 

The Year 2 Team 
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PSHE... 

National Storytelling week promotes the tradition of telling (and listening to) stories as well as providing more 
opportunities for social and cultural links within communities. 

This week, we celebrated National Storytelling week in the EYFS!   

The Reception children were so excited to welcome their younger Nursery friends into their 
classrooms.  Reception children were a little nervous about reading a story to somebody new, so they practised 
“breaking the ice” by introducing themselves.  The children had such a wonderful time!  They spoke about the 
stories and the older children explained the meanings of some of the bigger words.  Nursery children spoke 
about the pictures and recognised some of the sounds that they have been learning about. 

We even had our brother and sister team join forces, giggling at the pictures in their book together.  “Choose my 
sister!  She knows about unicorns!” Rufus.  Cameron and Arthur chatted about dragons and how some of these 
creatures are not real.  Taran, Senan and Theo kindly pointed to the words that they were reading in order for 
their partners to follow the words.  We ended our storytelling session by sharing a much loved Julia Donaldson 
book, Sugarlump and the Unicorn.  Thank you to the Reception children for being such good readers and role-
models for our wonderful Nursery children! 

 

Miss Whitfield 
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SPPA News... 

We have some exciting events coming up this term, so please save the following dates in your diaries.  More 
details will follow closer to the time.  We very much hope you will come along and enjoy these events and in 
the process raise funds for our fabulous school and the RNLI. 

 

Thank you to everyone who baked for our CAKE SALE last week. The children enjoyed some delicious treats and 
we are delighted to say we raised over £180. Thank you! 

 

7th March:  CHILDREN’S MAGIC SHOW AND DISCO!   

Please look out  next week for the flyer in your child’s book bag for our fantastic children’s party! 

Your child will be treated to a hot dog, drink and delicious biscuit before being split by age into two groups and 
enjoying a professional magic show hosted by David & Katie and then a disco run by DNA Kids.   

Tickets are just £10 each so please send your completed form back to school ASAP! 

 

22nd March:  QUIZ  

Quiz and dinner at school. Arriving at 7pm for a 7.30pmstart.  Back by popular demand we are excited to be 
running this event again! This is the perfect opportunity to have a class social or get together with friends whilst 
fundraising for our school and the RNLI. 

Please start getting your teams of up to 8 together now!  Tickets will be £20 per head and will include a 
delicious two course dinner and a cash bar. 

 

3rd April:  RNLI Mufti Day   

Send in your little superhero in fancy dress to raise money for some real-life superheroes in the RNLI! 

 

Judy Mackintosh 
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IN OTHER NEWS... 

If you aren’t already following us on 
Twitter our handle is @shspreprep and 
we regularly update the account with 
news on the exciting activities in which 
the children are taking part. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

Quote of the Week 

 

Quote of the week...  

“Are you having a lovely day, Cooker?” 

(...to Sylvie, our fabulous Lunch Lady) 

Charlie, 

Nursery Sunshine 

Shrewsbury House School Tour for SHPPS Parents 

Shrewsbury House School is offering a 
dedicated Headmaster’s Tour for Pre-Prep 
parents on Friday 8th February at 9.15am.   

If you would like to attend, please email Mrs 
Caroline Maidlow, Registrar, 
at  cmaidlow@shstrust.net  
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Celebration Assembly  

Happy Birthday 

to:- 

Alex H, 1SS (6!) 

Nessy Certificates to:- 

Alex H, 

Zach H, 

Frank E. 

Character Certificates:- 

Jojo C, - Kindness 

Luca H, Happiness 

Shion C, Resilience 

Alex  M, Resilience 

Jack W, Taking Risks 

Alex H , Effort in PE 

William R, Respect 

Cameron W, Kindness 

Harry N, Friendship 

Dominic M, Respect 

Ethan L, Pride 

Taran, Pride 

Ted K, Happiness 

Gold Star Certificates:- 

Benji, 

Charlie, 

Zaki, 

Frank, 

Oscar, 

Thomas,  

Rufus, 

Senan,  

Taran. 

Well done RNW! 

House Points 

Green 74 

Yellow 98 

Blue 47 

Red 50 
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YEAR 1  And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 
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YEAR 1  (...and a few more.) 

Hello Nanny…. 


