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Friday 18 January 2019 

NEWSLETTER 

 

I introduced the theme of 
“courage” in assembly on 
Monday, and as you will see from 
this Newsletter, it has been a 
focus across the school this week. 

 

Courage is one of the key 
characteristics we try and develop 
in the children here at SHPPS.  
Seeing the children prepared to 
have a go at something, even 
where they may be slightly 
fearful, is so encouraging.  
Whether it is attempting a 
difficult Maths sum, speaking in 
front of the whole school in 
Assembly, answering a question 
in class or simply trying a new 
food item, courage to have a go is 
an admirable quality.   

 

We will always praise courage 
here at SHPPS, even if the end 
result was not as hoped for or 
expected.  Getting things wrong is 
not a problem – we learn so much 
when we do!  I wonder in what 
ways we can show courage this 
weekend?  I look forward to 
hearing about some of them next 
week.   

 

 

 

Jon Akhurst 

Head 

 

 

“People who help us” in Nursery this week... 
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NURSERY 
“Fire, fire, fire!”, luckily the nursery children have come to the rescue! With ‘courage’ being the word of the 

month, the children have been learning about ‘people who help us’ who show courage in their work every day. 

They have also been talking about times when they have personally shown courage and been brave themselves. 

“I was brave saying 'bye' to daddy this morning.” Eloise 

The role play area has been converted into a rescue centre office and fire engines have been constructed from 

junk modelling materials. Small world play around the fire station has led to much conversation and cooperation 

as they rescued the toy farm animals from some tricky situations. The children have also been studying shapes 

this week and have been practising the vocabulary needed to describe shapes accurately.  

“I have painted circles for wheels and there is also a square. The sides are all the same length.” Nehal 

“I’m making a car. I’m using a triangle, rectangle, a semi-circle.” Arman  

“I made a dinosaur. The circle is his tummy.” Maxy 

Music this week also had a fireman theme as the children recreated the sounds of fire engines, crackling fire and 

climbing a ladder using a variety of percussion instruments.  

Mrs. Davies-Duddy visited Nursery to talk about her role as a teacher and Deputy Head. The children were very 
excited to see her and Lenny described her role as being, "To teach children, take them for dinner, do the 
register." 

The Nursery Team 
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RECEPTION 

This week, the Reception children 
have had a fantastic time learning 
more about London!  We read the 
story Katie in London and spoke 
about keeping safe, especially in big 
cities.  The children have started 
making models of the London Eye by 
rolling clay and poking holes into 
it.  Our budding woodwork designers 
have had to pass “safety tests”, 
showing that they remember how to 
use tools, such as hammers, 
safely.  The children carefully placed 
gloves on their free hand whilst 
taking care to aim the hammer 
towards the nails.  Arthur and Charlie 
made grumpy alligators.  Rufus made 
a hungry shark.  Ibby and Frank 
made spikey hedgehogs!  We are so 
excited to see what else we can 
make!   

This week also saw the grand 
opening of the RNW Mobilo 
Shop!  The boys were shocked to 
hear that they could no longer play 
with the Mobilo unless they could 
buy the pieces that they needed.  Joe 
and Taran were fantastic 
shopkeepers, ensuring that the 
correct amount of money was 
counted before making their 
exchanges.  Oscar “5p and 1p makes 
6p”.  Senan “I have five 1p’s”.  Arthur 
“I have two 2p’s.  I want to make 
sure that the shopkeeper keeps his 
own money so then it’s fair for 
him”.  Frank “Me and Taran are 
shopkeepers”.  Joe was fascinated 
with larger amounts of money and 
discovered how to calculate change 
if he received too much money.   

What a brilliant week!  We are so 
proud of our kind and caring children 
who work so well together. 

   

The Reception Team 
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YEAR 1 YEAR 1 

Buddy the Bee left his suitcase in Year 

1 and we discovered many treasures.  

He has not been travelling before and 

landed in the U.K on Thursday 14th 

January.  In his suitcase we found a 

globe, a London bus, a Paddington 

Bear story book and information 

cards about London.  Our topic this 

half term is “All Around the World”.  

This week we have been learning all 

about the United Kingdom.  We are 

really looking forward to learning 

more about different cultures and 

communities with Buddy the Bee. 

Year 1 have been learning all about 

continents and oceans in Geography.  

We improved our mapping skills and 

located the continents and oceans on 

a world map.  The children enjoyed 

shading the continents and 

identifying the oceans on a blank 

map. 

Lots of interesting adjectives were 

used in Literacy this week.  After 

looking at pictures of our local area 

on the interactive whiteboard, Year 1 

talked with partners about their local 

area.  The children then wrote their 

own book about the area in which 

they live.  They used amazing 

adjectives to describe many different 

buildings and structures in: Claygate, 

Esher, Surbiton and Thames Ditton.  A 

lot of thought and imagination was 

used to create bright and colourful 

front covers.  All the authors proudly 

shared their books during story time. 

 

The Year 1 Team 
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YEAR 2 

 

Continuing with our learning about the Six Nations, Year 2 have been exploring Scotland this week.  The children 
excitedly weaved their own tartan patterns and came up with some creative designs.  Charles kindly brought in 
a  kilt made from his family’s MacGregor tartan to show the class.   The children talked about the Loch Ness 
Monster and debated its existence.  They wrote beautifully descriptive sentences to describe the monster and 
the Loch.    

“The Loch Ness Monster’s tummy is glistening in the sunlight” Zach. 

“Nessy’s neck is as black as soot”.  Alfred 

“The Loch Ness Monster’s skin is as bumpy as a bean bag.” Avi 

We are looking forward to exploring Italy next week! 

 

The Year 2 Team 
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Forest School News... 

Wintery conditions couldn’t put Year 1 off Forest School! We wrapped up warmly and headed off to the field 

just as the sun came out minutes after a downpour of rain and sleet. We discovered how the elements had 

taken their toll on the Little People’s shelters and decided that it would be kind to clear up and help our forest 

friends by rebuilding their shelters, ready for more winter weather to come.  

Remembering some of our Forest School rules, such as dragging very long sticks behind us for safety, the 

children proceeded to build a “cosy shelter for the Forest School robin, with a perch for watching and ropes for 

him to hop up and down” – Henry.  A “massive leaf house for all sorts of creatures” was assembled by Daniel, 

with help from his friends.  

We worked on our muscle strength and coordination using the auger, drilling the final holes in the bird feeders 

which will hang in the woods, helping the birds through the cold weeks ahead. Hopefully the squirrels will share! 

 

Mrs Newman 
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School Council News... 

On Monday, the School Council ventured into London 
to explore the Houses of Parliament. 

The children were in awe of the buildings in 
Westminster and were greeted by an MP tour guide 
who taught us all about how parliament works. 

Firstly, the children entered Westminster Hall and 
discovered that this, the oldest part of the building, is 
over one thousand years old!  “Wow!” Alex.  

Further along, we entered the House of Commons.  The 
children discovered that this is where laws are made 
and saw where the Prime Minister and Speaker sit.  “I 
think there are 650 MP’s” said Luca.  Luca was correct! 

Harry was invited by an MP to secure her seat for the 
afternoon session by inserting a prayer card in the 
frame.  What a fantastic job to do, Harry!  Later on, we 
entered the House of Lords. 

Here, we found a desk where Winston Churchill 
delivered his speech and marks remain where his signet 
ring scratched the table.  The children were amazed to 
see where the Queen sits in her annual visit to the 
House of Lords.  The School Council members should be 
incredibly proud of their perfect manners and 
presentation as so many staff and visitors were in 
admiration!  The School Council is more excited than 
ever to bring some fantastic ideas to life.  Well done, 
children.  

 

Miss Whitfield 
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Music News... 

If you aren’t already following us on 

Twitter our handle is @shspreprep and 

we regularly update the account with 

news on the exciting activities in which 

the children are taking part. 

Follow us on Twitter... 

Year 2 have been bubbling over with excitement this week as we start Project Recorder.   The children have 

really enjoyed learning a new skill.  I will be handing out books and CDs in forthcoming music lessons for the 

children to practise during the week. 

 

 

Miss Forbes 
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IN OTHER NEWS... 

Quo

 

Quote of the week ... 

“This is the best classroom ever! The teachers 

are kind and they help you.” 

William, 1SS 

SPPA News... 

We have some exciting events coming up this term, so please save the following dates in your diaries.  More 
details will follow closer to the time.  We very much hope you will come along and enjoy these events and in the 
process raise funds for our fabulous school and the RNLI. 

25th January:  CAKE SALE and SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALE 

This term’s CAKE SALE (run by Reception and Year 1) and the SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALE will take place in 
the Front Hall from 3.15 -4.00pm. Please see the email from your Class Rep for more details on the second hand 
uniform sale.  

7th March:  CHILDREN’S MAGIC SHOW AND DISCO!   

This fantastic children’s party will run from 3.00-5.00pm at the school and is always a massive hit with all the 
children from Nursery to Year 2.  

Your child will be treated to a hot dog, drink and delicious biscuit before being split by age into two groups and 
enjoying a professional magic show hosted by David & Katie and then a disco run by DNA Kids.  Tickets will be a 
bargain at just £10 each! 

22nd March:  QUIZ  

Quiz and dinner at school.  Arriving at 7pm for a 7.30pm start.  Back by popular demand we are excited to be 
running this event again! This is the perfect opportunity to have a class social or get together with friends whilst 
fundraising for our school and the RNLI. 

Please start getting your teams of up to 8 together now!  Tickets will be £20 per head and will include a delicious 
two course dinner. 

3rd April:  RNLI Mufti Day   

Send in your little superhero in fancy dress to raise money for some real-life superheroes in the RNLI! 

 

Judy Mackintosh 
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Celebration Assembly  

Happy Birthday 

to:- 

Stanley L, 6 

Rufus D, 5 

Aiyan S, 6 

Congratulations to:- 

Frank E, Football Medal 

Harry W, Gymnastics 

Medal 

Cameron W, Skiing Certificate, 

Medal and Badge 

Jack W, Skiing Certificate, Medal 

and Badge 

Character Certificates  

were Awarded to:- 

Ivy D, 

Ollie M, 

Stanley L, 

Lizzy B, 

William L, 

Harry W,  

Dillon G, 

Charlie C, 

Ethan L, 

Theo G, 

Eloise C, 

Felix H,  

Edward, 

Eesa R,  

Daniel O, 

Fisher L. 

House Points:- 

Blue House 57 

Yellow House 27 

Green House 62 
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YEAR 1  And finally...some other lovely moments from our week... 
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YEAR 1  (...and a few more.) 


