
SHREWSBURY HOUSE PRE-PREP 

Friday 15 March 2019 

NEWSLETTER 

Honesty has been the theme of assemblies this week,  with Mrs Davies-Duddy and I both sharing stories focusing 
on the importance of telling the truth.  Using the tale of ‘The Boy Who Cried Wolf’ and examples from our own 
lives we demonstrated why honesty really is the best policy.  As staff, we will be on the lookout for examples of 
honesty over the coming days.   

I can honestly say that the Year 2 Assembly on Thursday was an absolute pleasure to watch.  Building upon their 
current focus on The Great Fire of London, the children displayed confidence, composure and character as they 
took the audience through the story from 1666.  Thank you to all who came along to support the event. 

You should find a copy of your child’s mid-year school report in his or her book bag.  Please do read the report 
through carefully and share some of the content with your child, where helpful.  There will be an opportunity to 
discuss the reports, or other issues, at the upcoming Parents’ Evenings.  Full details will be sent to you shortly.   

I hope you all have a lovely weekend and Happy St Patrick’s Day! 

Jon Akhurst 

Head 
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NURSERY 

“Spinderella” by Julia Donaldson 

was the starting point for our work 

this week as we began to 

investigate bugs and spiders. The 

children have been carefully 

weaving webs and creating their 

own miniature spiders, using a 

range of materials.  We have been 

on a bug hunt using our magnifying 

glasses to hunt out even the tiniest 

creatures that were hiding in the 

kitchen garden and we took 

pictures using iPads.  We then used 

a magnifier to study the creatures 

close up.  We have researched and 

discovered some fascinating facts 

about bugs. 

On ‘Plant a Flower Day’,  the 

Nursery children planted seeds in 

the nursery playground in the hope 

of watching them grow.   We were 

also delighted to see our broad 

bean seeds beginning to sprout 

roots and shoots.  

Finally,  thank you very much to all 

our Nursery ‘secret readers’ who 

are continuing to delight the 

children with their surprise 

appearances at the end of the day. 

We will be continuing with this 

initiative until the end of term, so 

do please come and see us if you 

would like to fill one of the 

remaining spaces. 

The  Nursery Team 
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RECEPTION 

A strange egg appeared in the Reception classroom this week!  Signs surrounded it saying “shhh”, “danger” and 
“do not touch!”  

The children were excited to guess what might be inside and learnt all about the different types of animals that 
lay eggs as well as those that do not. 

The next day, the egg had a few cracks showing but the little animal inside could still not be 
seen.  Unfortunately, the mysterious creature’s mummy had captured our class teddy leaving a note saying 
“Look after my egg if you want Rocky to come back”.  What a lovely morning the children had, building ladders 
and soft landings for Rocky’s return.  They also used various materials, testing these to see which was best to 
keep the egg warm and insulate the heat. 

On Wednesday, the children entered the classroom and, to their surprise, a baby dinosaur had appeared in the 
nest!  The children were so excited and enjoyed looking after their new friend.  They learnt how to sketch when 
drawing and even tried to shade these in. 

We loved pretending to be archaeologists, digging and brushing dirt away from an old dinosaur fossil!  Our 
Reception explorers are intrigued to see what will happen next week. 

 

  

The Reception Team 
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YEAR 1 YEAR 1 

This week in Literacy we have been learning to write an exciting opening to a story.   

We looked at an unusual picture of a tree growing from broken glass.  We thought of many exciting words that 
we could include in our story such as “terrified, amazing, adventure, magical and ridiculous.” 

Then we worked independently to write our own story opening using capital letters, full stops, finger spaces and 
adjectives.  After we finished, we read our work to each other and asked our partners to give us “two stars and a 
wish” on ways in which we might improve our work. 

Luca and William had the opportunity to visit Mr. Akhurst and share their amazing work.  They enjoyed reading 
their work to him and were both awarded a special Headmaster’s Achievement sticker.  Luca and William were 
very proud to hear that their fabulous story openings will be displayed on in Mr Akhurst’s office, for all his visitors 
to see! 

 

The Year 1 Team 
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YEAR 2 

This week in year 2 we have had a very busy week rehearsing for our Year 2 Assembly. The children were all 
amazing and we hope you enjoyed watching their acting, singing and bottom-wiggling! 

We have continued to learn about the Great Fire of London and looked at the different properties of materials 
that may have been around in 1666. We made predictions and then burnt different materials. We were very 
excited but listened carefully to the instructions on how to keep safe. 

William  'I'll remember this day forever as we burnt things in the playground and it was amazing' 

Hugo 'I was surprised to find that the metal didn't burn but the inside did' 

Lizzy 'It was amazing because the foil didn't burn!' 

We did a great job of being scientists; predicting, describing and using the correct scientific vocabulary. 

We are thoroughly enjoying our topic and can't wait to see what the next few weeks bring! 

 

The Year 2 Team 
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Forest School...Wild, Windy Weather! 

It has been a week of changeable weather, we’ve experienced glorious sunshine, teeming rain, hail stones and 

we’ve certainly seen and felt the effects of the wild wind!  We encourage the children to experience different 

weather situations at Forest School, to help them gain a greater understanding and respect for varying 

conditions and to develop a better understanding of risk, however the high winds curtailed some of our visits to 

Forest School this week. Luckily there was a lull in between storms and the older children made it up to the site 

where we were able to observe the effects of the stormy weather on the woodland environment.  There were 

some fallen deadwood branches suspended in lower branches so we didn’t go into the wooded area, enjoying 

some windy activities on the field instead. We cloud gazed and watched the fluffy clouds shape shifting across 

the sky and observed the power as the gusts made the trees sway and bend in different directions. The children 

collected windblown debris and created wonderful natural art pictures and structures. They displayed 

resourcefulness as the wind made every attempt to blow away their masterpieces by constructing windbreaks to 

protect their intricate creations.  

We are wondering what the weather has in store for us next week! 

 

Mrs Newman 
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Secret Readers... 

A huge “thank you” to all 

our fabulous Secret 

Readers this week! 
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Quotes of the week, including our Special Fashion Edition... 

Quote of the Week 

 

“It’s the biggest treat for me ever!” 

George, 

RNW 

(...letting Miss Rice know that he really likes her 

accompanying Reception to the Field) 

“You musn’t wear your high heels on an 

aeroplane Mrs Webb - they’re very dangerous.” 

Felix, 

Nursery 

(...giving impromptu Health and Safety advice 

to Claire Webb) 

“You look like a prisoner.” 

Shion,  

2KDD 

(...unimpressed by Miss Barkley’s choice of a 

black and white stripey top) 

Quote of the week # 3  

(entirely unrelated to fashion) 

Quote of the week, Special Fashion Edition #2 

Quote of the week, Special Fashion Edition #1 
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If you aren’t already following us 
on Twitter our handle is 
@shspreprep and we regularly 
update the account with news on 
the exciting activities in which the 
children are taking part. 

Quotes of the week, continued (...it’s been a busy week) 

Quot

 

“I am staying here.  I am SO happy here.  This is 

the best school ever.  I am NEVER leaving!” 

Jeevan,  

RNW 

(...a lovely endorsement from our newest 

pupil.) 

Quote of the week, #4 

Follow us on Twitter... 
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Celebration Assembly  

Happy Birthday to:- 

Senan and Charlie 

Congratulations to:- 

William L, Swimming Certificate 

Character Certificates: 

William R, Creativity 

Luca, Creativity 

Charles, Kindness 

Ethan, Kindness 

William L, Pride 

Lizzie, Pride 

Olly, Courage 

Charlie, Perseverance 

William G, Perseverance 

Isaac, Pride 

Jeevan, Thankfulness 

James M, Friendship 

Thomas, Perseverance 

Aiyan, Kindness 

House Points... 

Yellow 54 

Green 40 

Blue 56 

Red 52 

(we think Rufus was 

pleased with the 

result...) 

French Certificates: 

Lizzie 

Sam 

Dominic 

James M 

Olly 

Zach 

Nesse 

Certificates: 

Fisher 

Thomas S 

Jono 

William L 
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YEAR 1  We were delighted to welcome your families this week... 
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YEAR 1  And finally, some other lovely moments from our week... 
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YEAR 1  (...and a few more.) 


